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Presentation Notes
ProgramIf I may have your attention, please.  I’m Bill Bowe, one of our event sponsors.  The other sponsors of our Reunion events are Beth Hanley Dunn and the only Anthony Canavan who could join us tonight, Anthony Canavan Bowe.  Even though we have three Reunion sponsors, both Beth Dunn and Tony Bowe have asked me to announce that, if anything goes horribly wrong at the Reunion,  you should only blame me.  Others who have been very important in pulling us together are Meg Lynch Meyer, Beth’s brother John Hanley, and Tony’s brother, Rob Bowe.  Would all of you stand, please, so we can properly thank you?We’ll be starting the buffet service shortly, so this would be a good time to visit the bathroom if you need to.  When we do start our dinner service, you’ll head into the Sullivan Room over there, and then come back in here to eat.  Remember to leave room for dessert.  The Cliff Dwellers is famous for its Daniel Burnham deep dish pies, but there will be fruit and other choices available to you as well.  And take a tip from the life of my dear departed brother Dick, and me.  As I explained to some of you at Dick’s memorial lunch here two years ago, both Dick and I suffered from a genetic disorder known as BED, which stands for Buffet Eating Disorder.  When you have BED, you only know you’re full when try to stand up and find you can’t.  
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After dinner, we’ll have a short program for you. I’m going to be taking a stab at trying to explain how you’re all related to each other. And after that we’ll open things up for a broader family conversation before we adjourn.While you’re dining and enjoying the conversation at your table, we’ll show in the background some pictures of Old Chicago.  Many of you will see places that would have been very familiar to any of your forbearers that lived and worked here This are captioned photos of the not-so-long-ago Chicago of the eighteen and nineteen hundreds.As you’re thinking of you family members in these Old Chicago places or other settings of yesterday, remember the words of William Faulkner, the 1949 Nobel Prize winner for Literature.  famously said, “The past is never dead.  It’s not even past.”[Dinner Service]



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduction of the AudienceWe’re going to begin our Reunion program by making sure everybody knows everybody else.  I going to go around the room from one table to the next, and when we get to your table, I’d like each of you at that table to stand, say your name and where you live.  If because of BED you find you can’t stand when it’s your turn to speak, just wave your arms like this and shake you head.  That way you won’t be singled out for embarrassment.[Reunion Attendees Introduce Themselves]If you remember, there are two general organizing principles for this Canavan Family Reunion.  You have to either be a direct descendant of a Canavan or someone in your extended family has to have had the wisdom to marry a Canavan descendant.  My task now is to plunge into the next level of detail and explain exactly how everyone in this room tonight is related to one another.  I’m not going to sugar coat this for you.  My wife Cathy tells me that having to listen to me talk about family history is like taking a drink from a fire hydrant.  But the good news is that there will be no test on the material.  Also, I promise my presentation will be finished no later than [look at watch] dawn.   The bad news is that the Club doors have been locked and you must shelter in place until I’ve finished.



ANTHONY CANAVAN (1790-1862) 

&

CATHERINE KIRBY (-1862)

Anthony Canavan, Sr.         (1822-1890)

• Hart, Duhn, McNulty, Bowe, Lecour,
Casey, Lynch, Heffron, Gwinn, De Rosa, 
Corderoc’h, Riboud, de la Chapelle, 
Lacombe, Kuhn, Thompson, Parish, 
Skura, Berry, Grubert, Hanley, Dunn 
McGillivary, Dunn, Danielak, Terpstra, 
Pleil, Dwyer, Meyer, Heck, Sundstrom, 
Truskey, Williams, Gomez, Heffron, 
Romano, Reyes, Turner, Cain

(1823-1901)

• Hart, Duhn

• McNulty

2. Honora  Canavan

1.  Anthony Canavan, Sr.

3.  Ellen Canavan (1824-1894)
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ANTHONY CANAVAN, SR. (1822-1890)

&

ANN HUGHES (1818-1899)

1. James Canavan (1841-1912)
• Lecour, Bowe, Thompson

2. John Canavan (1843-1936)
• Hart, Duhn

3. Mary Canavan (1847-1933)
• McNulty

4. Patrick Canavan (1854-1915)
• Hanley, Dunn

5. Catherine Collette Canavan (1859-1940)
• Parish, Skura, Berry, Grubert

6. Ellen Frances Canavan (1861-1943)
• Bowe, Walters, Thompson, De Rosa

7. Margaret Elizabeth Canavan (1864-1938)
• Casey, Danielak, Lynch, Gomez, Meyer, Heffron, 

Romano, Reyes, Truskey, Turner, Cain, Dwyer, Meyer, 
Heck, Pleil, Sundstrom, Terpstra, Wernstedt, Williams 
and MacPherson

ANTHONY CANAVAN, Sr. (1822-1890)

Ellen Canavan (1861-1943)

James Canavan (1841-1912)

John Canavan (1843-1936)

Margaret Elizabeth Canavan (1864-1938)

Mary Canavan (1847-1933)

Catherine Collette Canavan (1859-1940)

Patrick Canavan (1854-1915)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this family tree, you see the 13 children of Anthony Canavan, Sr. and Ann Hughes in the order of their birth.  The oldest, James is on the far left.  The youngest on the far right is Margaret Elizabeth.   On the left of the slide is a list of the seven tagged children with the families descended from them shown underneath their names. Note the list colors match the person’s family tree color. The top three children on the list are the children who have descendants in common with their grandparents, Anthony Canavan and Catherine Kirby, the so-called double Canavan connection.I’ll begin with the double connections James Canavan has with the Lecour and Bowe families.



&

JULIA KINGSLEY (1846-1892)

Mable Canavan (1869-1939)Mabel Canavan (1869-1939)

JAMES CANAVAN  (1841-1912)
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	The first four of the 13 children of Anthony Canavan, Sr. and Ann Hughes were born in County Mayo, Ireland.  As a young man James was apprenticed in Kankakee County, Illinois to learn all kinds of leather work, making reins, saddles, boots and shoes.  	As soon as James had learned the trade, he moved away from the Canavan farm just south of Chicago and took a steamer across Lake Michigan to Saint Joseph, Michigan. Later in life, after plying his leather goods trade, he became a postmaster as well as mayor of St. Joseph.	James married Julia Kingsley in 1886 and they had 12 children before her early death at the age of 46 in 1892. 		Their daughter Mabel Canavan born in 1869 was the fourth of their 12 children.  



&

EDWARD  LECOUR (1866-1937)

Julia Lecour  (1901-1986)

MABEL CANAVAN (1869-1939)
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In 1900, Mabel Canavan married Edward Lecour  and moved to Kankakee, Illinois.  Edward’s family was of French extraction and had emigrated from Quebec, Canada to Kankakee.  There the family owned and operated a dry goods retail establishment.  Mabel and Edward Lecour had two children, Julia and Josephine.\Which brings us to the second major double Canavan connection.



ELLEN CANAVAN (1861-1943)

&

JOHN  BOWE (-1910)

• The Bowe Families
• The Thompson Family
• De Rosa Family

ELLEN CANAVAN
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James Canavan’s daughter Mabel produced the double connection with the Lecour, Bowe and Thompson families.  In 1927, Mabel’s daughter Julia Lecour married Augustine Bowe.  Gus as he was known, was the son of John Bowe and Ellen Francis Canavan, the second to last child of Anthony Canavan, Sr. and Ann Hughes.Gus and Julia Lecour Bowe gave rise to many more Bowes and Thompsons.  Then, in due course the De Rosas entered the game when my brother Richard Bowe married Ann Fauble.And later thanks to my mother’s sisters, Martha and Nancy Gwinn, Caseys, Danielaks, Ribouds, de la Chapelles, Lacombes and Kuhns.But wait, there’s more.  Stifle your yawns, please. I haven’t explained the Harts, Duhns, McNulty and Hanleys  yet.



John Canavan (1843-1936)

&

Anna Doyle (1852-1938)

• John Canavan, the son of Anthony 
Canavan, Sr. (1822-1890) & Ann 
Hughes, married Anna Doyle, the 
daughter of Honora Canavan and 
Patrick Doyle and the granddaughter 
of Anthony Canavan (1790-1860) and 
Catherine Kirby

• John Canavan and Anna Doyle’s 
daughter Anna Delores Canavan 
(1885-1971) marries James Frances 
Hart (1880-1954)

Canavan

John Canavan
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To understand the double Canavan connection of the Harts and Duhns, we turn from James Canavan to his aunt Honora Canavan, the daughter of Anthony Canavan and Catherine Kirby.  Honora married Patrick Doyle in Kankakee in 1854. We don’t know much else about Anna Doyle’s mother Honora, but Joe Hart reports that Jimmy Canavan’s father and step-father both said that Honora Canavan smoked a pipe. They told him that she smoked on the north side of her     house and that they knew this because she lit her pipe with stick matches and which she then in the ground there.  Well, who doesn’t have faults, I ask you.  Which one of us is without sin.  One of Patrick and Honora Doyle’s two daughters, Anna Doyle, married Anthony Canavan’s second son, John Canavan



John Canavan (1843-1936)

&

Anna Doyle (1852-1938)

John Canavan
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Though John and Anna Doyle Canavan had 11 children, I’m going to focus just on one, Anna Delores Canavan.



James Francis Hart (1880-1954)

&

Anna Delores Canavan (1885-1971)

1. James Austin Hart (1915-2003)

2. John Hart (1917-1974)

3. Joseph Hart (1918-1986)

4. Lawrence Hart (1921-2002)

5. Paul Hart (1922-1996)

6. Peter Hart (1924-2010)

7. Bernard Hart (1926-2013)

Canavan

Anna Delores Canavan
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Anna Delores Canavan Hart had seven children with her husband James.  I admire James Hart greatly for his obvious courage.  He must have been a very strong man.   If I ever saw my wife Cathy with a loaded shotgun, I’d be locking myself in the bathroom until she calmed down.



James Austin Hart (1915-2003)

&

Marie Kelliher (1916-2010)

Canavan

James Austin Hart
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The first born to James and Anna Delores Hart was James Austin Hart.  He and Marie Kelliher had 12 children.  Of them, Patrick Hart and his wife Nancy are with us tonight.  Can you two give us a wave?



Peter Hart (1924-2010)

&

Mary Isabel Spies (1928-
1994)

Canavan

Maureen Isabel Hart (1958-
• Daughter of Peter Hart and 

Mary Spies

• Granddaughter of Anna 
Delores Canavan and James 
Hart

• Great granddaughter of John 
Canavan and Anna Doyle

Peter Hart
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Jerald Duhn (1957-

&

Maureen Isabel Hart (1958-

• Thomas Lars Duhn

• Michael Duhn

• Erik Duhn

• Mary Isabel Duhn

• Stephen Joseph Duhn

Maureen Isabel Hart
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And two of the children of Maureen Hart and Jerald Duhn are with us tonight, Michael Duhn was born in Spirit Lake, Iowa and Eriik Duhn in Webster City.Michael and Erik, where are you sitting?



• Ellen Canavan (1824-1894), the daughter of 
Anthony Canavan and Catherine Kirby 
marries Michael McNulty (1813-1868)

• Anthony McNulty, Ellen Canavan McNulty’s 
first son, marries Mary Canavan (1847-1933), 
the daughter of Anthony Canavan, Sr. and 
Ann Hughes 

Mary Canavan (1847-1933)

&

Anthony McNulty (1851-1932)

• Anthony Canavan’s & Catherine Kirby’s 
son, Anthony Canavan, Sr. (1822-1890) 
marries Ann Hughes

Mary Canavan
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Now let’s take a look at the source of the McNulty family’s double Canavan connection.  We see here that Mary Canavan, the daughter of Anthony Canavan, Sr. and Ann Hughes produces the double Canavan McNulty connection when she marries  her first cousin, Anthony McNulty, the son of Ellen Canavan McNulty.



Marriage

Michael McNulty (1857-1931)

&

Ann Thulis (1860-1900)

• Michael McNulty (1857-1931), the 
2nd son of namesake father Michael 
McNulty and Ellen Canavan marries 
Ann Thulis (1860-1900)

• Their 2nd son, Anthony McNulty 
(1893-1972) marries Philomena 
Cosgrave (1898-)

• And a son of Anthony McNulty and 
Philomena Cosgrave, Michael James 
McNulty, marries Mary Ethel 
Kearney

• Whose son Patrick Kearney McNulty 
marries Mary Clare Terando

Michael McNulty
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As you can see here by following the green labels, Michael, the younger brother of Anthony McNulty is the great grandfather of Patrick and Mary Clare McNulty, who are with us tonight.  Patrick and Mary Clare, where are you?



Patrick Canavan (1854-1915)

&

Elizabeth Larking (1869-1959)

John Hanley (1892-1956) & Elizabeth Canavan (1895-1966)

• David Hanley 

• Thomas Hanley

• John (Pat) Hanley

• William Hanley

Patrick Canavan
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Patrick Canavan, was the seventh child born to Anthony Canavan, Sr. and Ann Hughes.  He married Elizabeth Larkin and their daughter Elizabeth Canavan married John Hanley.  And look at the partial result of that union.  Their sons David, Thomas, Pat (as he was known) and Bill, have give us more Hanleys, McGillivarys, Dunns, among others.  Will all the Hanley descendants here tonight all give us a wave please?



Catherine Collette Canavan (1859-1940)

&

William Wallace Parish (1855-1944)

• 1883 - Anthony Canavan, Sr. & Ann Hughes 
daughter, Catherine Canavan marries William 
Wallace Parish (1855-1944) in Kankakee, 
Illinois

• 1937 – Their son, William Joseph Parish 
(1890-1967) marries Ova Marie Frantz Parish 
(1908-1998)

• Their children are Catherine Ann Parish and 
William Wallace Parish (1949-2002)

Catherine Canavan
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William Joseph Parish (1890-1967)

&

Ova Marie Franch Parish (1909-1998)

The Skura and Grubert Families
The Parish and Berry FamiliesThe Parish and Berry Families

20



Margaret Elizabeth Casey (1864-1938)

&

John Dominic Casey (1864-1915)

The Lynch Family

The Casey Family

• Margaret Canavan, the 13th and last child born 
to Anthony Canavan, Sr. and Ann Hughes 
married John Dominic Casey in Holy Name 
Cathedral in Chicago in 1899

• Their two children, Mary Catherine Casey, 
know as Catherine, and her namesake  
brother John Dominic Casey have given us 
today’s Lynch and Casey families 

Margaret Canavan
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John Dominic Casey (1907-1989)

&

Martha Burns Gwinn (1910-1987)

The Gwinn Sisters (Martha Casey, Mary Bowe, Elizabeth Gwinn & Nancy Riboud)

Margaret Casey & Mel Winer

• Kevin Casey & Toni Rae Kirsch 
• Mackenzie Casey

• Matthew Danielak & Emily Casey
• Madelyn Danielak
• Charlotte Gwinn Danielak

Theodore Casey & Ann Weimerskirch Family
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Francis Lynch
(1921-2000)

&

Susan Alling
(1924-2004)

• The MacPherson Family

• The Lynch Families

• The Wernstedt Family
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Mary Catherine Casey (1900-1982)

&

Patrick Columbus Lynch (1893-1962)

John Lynch and Roberta Wyman

• Roberta Lynch (Terpstra)
• John Lynch, Jr.
• Catherine Lynch (Pleil)
• Beth Lynch (Dwyer)
• Patrick Lynch
• Margaret Lynch (Meyer)
• Emily  Lynch (Gomez)
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Patricia Lynch Heffron

&

Walter Stephen Heffron I

W. Stephen Heffron II Family

Elizabeth Heffron Romano Family

• W. Stephen Heffron II Family

• Elizabeth Heffron Romano Family
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ANTHONY CANAVAN (1790-1862) 

&

CATHERINE KIRBY (-1862)

Anthony Canavan, Sr.         (1822-1890)

• Hart, Duhn, McNulty, Bowe, Lecour,
Casey, Lynch, Heffron, Gwinn, De Rosa, 
Corderoc’h, Riboud, de la Chapelle, 
Lacombe, Kuhn, Thompson, Parish, 
Skura, Berry, Grubert, Hanley, Dunn 
McGillivary, Dunn, Danielak, Terpstra, 
Pleil, Dwyer, Meyer, Heck, Sundstrom, 
Truskey, Williams, Gomez, Heffron, 
Romano, Reyes, Turner, Cain

(1823-1901)

• Hart, Duhn

• McNulty

2. Honora  Canavan

1.  Anthony Canavan, Sr.

3.  Ellen Canavan (1824-1894)
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ProgramIf I may have your attention, please.  I’m Bill Bowe, one of our event sponsors.  The other sponsors of our Reunion events are Beth Hanley Dunn and the only Anthony Canavan who could join us tonight, Anthony Canavan Bowe.  Even though we have three Reunion sponsors, both Beth Dunn and Tony Bowe have asked me to announce that, if anything goes horribly wrong at the Reunion,  you should only blame me.  Others who have been very important in pulling us together are Meg Lynch Meyer, Beth’s brother John Hanley, and Tony’s brother, Rob Bowe.  Would all of you stand, please, so we can properly thank you?We’ll be starting the buffet service shortly, so this would be a good time to visit the bathroom if you need to.  When we do start our dinner service, you’ll head into the Sullivan Room over there, and then come back in here to eat.  Remember to leave room for dessert.  The Cliff Dwellers is famous for its Daniel Burnham deep dish pies, but there will be fruit and other choices available to you as well.  And take a tip from the life of my dear departed brother Dick, and me.  As I explained to some of you at Dick’s memorial lunch here two years ago, both Dick and I suffered from a genetic disorder known as BED, which stands for Buffet Eating Disorder.  When you have BED, you only know you’re full when try to stand up and find you can’t.  
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