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December 22, 1980 

Mr. B a s i l T a l b o t t 
1818 N. Orleans S t r e e t 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s 60614 

Re: F i r s t Lady 

Dear B a s i l : 

Here's the c u r i o u s 1939 Nancy Davis Reagan 
h i g h school c l a s s book p r o f i l e I mentioned t o 
you. 

WJB/ml 
Enc. 
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MEMBER OF THE CLASS OF 

T o Nancy Davis Reagan, class o f 1 9 3 9 , 
go the enthusiasm and the best wishes o f 
the La t in School o f Chicago. In a d d i t i o n 
t o the thousands o f words a l u m n i may be 
n o w reading a b o u t her, may we add a 
special remembrance o f Mrs. Rona ld 
Reagan, her senior p ro f i l e in Vita Scholae. 

Nancy's social pe r f ec t i on is a cons tan t 
source o f amazement . She is invar iab ly 
becoming l y and su i tab ly dressed. She can 
t a l k , and even be t te r l isten i n t e l l i g en t l y , 
t o anyone f r o m her l i t t l e k indergar ten 
par tner o f the Ha l loween pa r t y , t o the 
g randmothe r o f one o f her f r i ends . Even 
in the seventh grade, when we f i r s t began 
t o ming le w i t h the male o f the species, 
Nancy was c o m p l e t e l y poised. While the 
rest o f us h u d d l e d self-consciously o n 
one side o f the r o o m , casting su r rep t i ­
t ious glances at the men , aged t h i r t e e n , 
oppos i te us, Nancy ac tua l l y crossed the 
y a w n i n g emptiness separat ing the t w o 
groups and serenely began a conversa­
t i o n — w i t h a boy . 

* * * 

The cast o f " F i r s t L a d y " has straggled 
in f o r rehearsal. In one corner o f the g y m 
t w o or three gir ls are desperately t r y i n g 
t o learn the i r l ines, b u t in the o the r 
corner , Nancy , w i t h by far the longest 
ro le , is perched gay ly o n t o p o f the 
rad ia tor , appa ren t l y t e l l i ng a grand s to ry 
t o judge by the v igorous gestures and the 

h i l a r i t y o f her appreciat ive class-mates. 
The g roup has b roken up , Miss Magowan 
hav ing pleaded at length w i t h her u p ­
roar ious cast. For the m o m e n t Nancy 
is n o t " o n " . She sits on the g y m f l o o r , 
her books spread a round her, d o i n g her 
h o m e w o r k w i t h the amazing concent ra ­
t i o n tha t is hers. N o t h i n g seems t o 
bo the r her, ne i ther the chat ter o f her 
f r i ends , t he f ran t i c coach ing o f Miss 
Magowan , n o r even j i m m y Stewart 's 
handsome face g r i nn ing up at her f r o m 
her n o t e b o o k cover. 

When the fatal n igh t comes, Nancy 
knows n o t o n l y her o w n lines b u t every­
b o d y else's. She picks up the cue her 
t e r r i f i e d classmates fo rge t t o give, i m ­
provises speeches f o r all and sundry . 
J ust a par t o f the game f o r Nancy . 

* * * 

Nancy is having one o f her days o f 
c o n f u s i o n . It all starts ca lm ly enough 
w i t h one s imple l i t t l e quest ion posed b y 
Nancy . Somehow Miss T u r n e r can ' t 
qu i t e unders tand . The class, in a t t e m p t i n g 
t o i n t e r p r e t Nancy 's subt le i n q u i r y , gets 
i t se l f c o n f u s e d ; and , inev i t ab l y , Miss 
Tu rne r herself becomes puzz l ed . Ten 
pup i l s , t h o u g h themselves a b i t hazy o n 
the p o i n t , exp la in s imu l t aneous l y . Nancy, 
n o w w h o l l y d isorganized, tu rns t o a 
ba f f l ed teacher. A t th is j u n c t u r e the bel l 
r ings, and Nancy marches o u t , conv inced 
o f the f u t i l i t y o f physics anyway . A t 
lunch t i m e , however , the ma t t e r is f i n a l l y 

cleared u p , f o r , mee t ing Miss Tu rne r o n 
the stairs, Nancy , m inus an enthusiast ic 
class t o help her, understands the p o i n t 
in the f e w minu tes requ i red t o descend 
f r o m the t o p t o the b o t t o m f l o o r . 

We are f o r t u n a t e t h a t , in her La t in 
School days, Nancy Davis Reagan shared 
w i t h us the poise, in te l l igence, and 
suppor t i ve qual i t ies men t i oned n o t o n l y 
in her senior p ro f i l e b u t in cu r r en t 
prof i l es across the c o u n t r y as w e l l . The 
La t in School is very p r o u d t o have its 
f i r s t F i rst Lady . 

Left to Right: Betty Gillespie, Lilyan Neiman, Helen Robinson, Nancy Davis, Marcella Sheridan, 
Catherine Handley, Sidney Meeker, Jacqueline Aagaard 

SENIOR CLASS PLAY 
FIRST LADY 

bv 
KATHARINE DAYTON and G E O R G E KAUFMAN 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 
(In order of their appearance) 

Sophy Prescott Helen Robinson 
Emmy Paige Rosalie Boyden 
Lucy Chase Wayne Nancy Davis 
Stephen Wayne Lilyan Neiman 
Belle Hardwick Marcella Sheridan 
Mrs. Ives Betty Gillespie 
Ann Forrester Catherine Handley 
Mrs Creevey Jean Wescott 
Senator Keane Jacqueline Aagaard 
Irene Hibbard Sidney Meeker 
Carter Hibbard - Jane Dubiske 
George Mason Ruth Clark 
Jason Fleming Becky Joe Hutchinson 

• • • 
Stage Manager Lucile Coolidge 
Scenery Committee Lela Ellis 
Business Manager Jane Beckwith 
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