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ALLEGATIONS BY CHRISTorr-mR H. PYLE . 
,,r--.. 0 --------

r~.:Z'. HI OFFICER WHO WROTE TWO CRIT .L ARTICLES ABOUT 
rt.~~.-.:;; : ~:~'.t.l.<GENCE IN THE WASHINGTOH MONTHLY JANUARY AND JULY 1970 . 

~--

"Nearly 1000 plain clothes investigators, working out of 
300 .offices from coast to coast, keep track of political 
protests of all klnds - from Klan rallies in North Caro

.. lina to an ti-war ~pee ch es at Harvard." 

·B. "The Army still watches ciyilian politics ••• More than 
1000 soldier-agents continue to monitor the political 
activitie~ of law-abiding citizens." 

A. In a~con~lishing its CONUS intelligence collection missio 
of which civil dif; lurbancc was. the major portion, USAINTC 
expended an averacc of 125 man-years annually or 4.3% 
of its total assicncd counterintelligence mission effort. 
Included in the man-years was the support of.Task FOJ;::CC 

Commanders in. the United States committed to active civil 
disturbance emert~~ncy areas by P1:esidential direction. 

B. The Army, through the U.S. Army Intelligence Command 
(USAINTC), collccLcd information concerning the potential 
for civil disordcl.·s on the domestic scene to discharge 
its assigned responsibilities under Civil Disturbance 
directives. 1he coverage and collection of information 
demonstrations arnl rallies were not directed toward the 
monitoring of 11pol.itical activities" or "political pro
tests", per se, bu.t specifically to detect any potential 
for violence which could lead to civil disorders requirin~ 
Federal troops. Policy and guidance set .forth in Depart
ment of the Army (DA) letter, dated 9 June 1970, subject: 

.. 

Collection, Reporting, Processing and Storage of Civil 
Disturbance Inforiu.::i.tion, and DA letter, dated 15 December 
1970, subject: C<.1unterintelligence Activities Concerning 
Civilians Not Aff 1.liated with DoD, more specifically 
defines the present Army counterintelligence responsi
bilities and part f.cipation in civilian areas. 

11 ••• some refor11ts have occurred, • • CONUS Intelligenc 
program has been cut back. Army has promised to destroy 
two widely circulated 'blacklists on dissenters,' and to 
·scrap its computerized banks on political activists •• " 

Yb.ile basically t1:ue, the lack of accurate terminology 
and broad generali.zations is misleading. Specifically: 
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3. ALLEGATION: 

FACTS: 

.. . ·., 

~ 

a) the missions and ;stems of collection of civil 
disturbance information has not been reformed; it has 
been modified, revised and adJusted in keeping with 
national polky. 

b) No.publication of USAINTC has been officially or 
unofficially identified as a 11blacklist11

; further, the 
two lists referenced were a compendium of two volumes 
Cone on organizations and one on personalities) created 

· .. as a management tool for .ready reference • 

C> Computerization was not directed toward political 
activists but was a logical management development to 
permit the storage and retrieval of vast amounts of in
forpi.ad.on and data ~ollccted under the then existing ch 
di~turbance directives and ~es~onsibilities. 

"The Army also per·i~dically publishes an eight-by-ten 
glossary-cover paperback booklet knmm within the· in tell 
gence circles as the 'blacklist'. The 1blacklist 1 is a 
encyclopedia of profiles of people and organizations who 
in the opinion of the Intelligence Corruno.nCl officials who 
compile it, might 'cause trouble for the Army. 11 

These allegations are inaccurate and misleading. The 
Army has not and does not maintain a 'blacklist' of peop 
and ·organizations who "might cause trouble for the Army.' 
USAINTC had compiled a listing of individuals and organi· 
zations who had been active in civil disturbances occur
ring throughout t~e United States; these listings had 
been consolidated into six volumes but were ordered with· 
drawn and destroyed under a DA letter dated 18 February 
1970. The list contained a picture, identifying data anc 
a notation as to which organization (s) the individual b( 

· longed or supported. It contained no comment as to poli
.tical views or affiliations. The contents had been col
lected from various Federal, state and local law enforce
ment .agencies. It was used by USAINTC for identifying 
persons engaging in, organizing, or leading civil dis
turbances which had or could lead to the employment of 
Federal forces. The DA Civil Disturbance Information 
Collection Plan (ACDP), dated 2 May 1968, directed USAIN'I 
to mon.itor;·areas of possible unrest and disseminate infor 
mation to the DA Director for Civil Disturbance Planning 
and Operations (DCDPO) and to Army Commanders concerned. 
The last Volume (VI) had been published by USAINTC in 
March 1969. · 
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4. ALLEGATION: 11From its headquarters at Fort Holabird in Baltimore, the 
Army Intelligence Command flashed orders to each of its 
intelligence groups limiting the collection of domestic 
intelligence to only the most 'essential elements of infor
mation. r - Agents were forbidden to discuss any aspect of th 
program with newsmen and were warned that any who did would 
be prosecuted for breach of national security." 

FACT: Essentially true. The Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelli 
gence (ACSI), DA, directed USAINTC to curtail-. collection 
of civil disturbance information (ACSI) letter, dated 18 
Feb 70). USAINTC, in turn, directed the assigned MI Groups 

·to coll~ce information q!).ly on incidents which may be beyorn 
the capability of local and state authorities to control anc 
~equire the deployment of Federal forces to assist in resto
ration of· stability. 

With reference to agents being forbidden to discuss the pro
gram with newsmen, it has been a long standing policy of DA 

·as published in Confidential AR 381-103 (Employment, Utili
zation and Special Administration of Counterintelligence 
Personnel) to prohibit the release for publication of any 
information relative to US Army counterintelligence personne 
or activities without prior approval of higher headquarters. 
Where~n the information concerns modus operandi and classi
fication, its public discla:;ure is forbidden in accordance 
with Title 18, US Code and AR 380-5 (Safeguarding Defense 
Information.) 

5. ALLEGATION: "Army General Counsel suspended all replies to Congressional 
inquiries. The Army violated its own regualtions by not 
acknowledging receipt of Congressional inquiries." 

FACT: 

·. 

. 6. ALLEGATION: 

FACT 

/ 

There was an expected delay in responding to Congressional 
inquiries when the ACLU filed its suit in Federal District 
Co\lrt in Washington, D. C. Delay was due to concern over 
the type of reply that could be sent in view of the pending 
litigation against the Department of Defense. Based on avai: 
able information, all' Congressional, White House, as well as 
individual inquiries have received ~ reply • 

''The Army also maintained a ' computer-indexed microfilm 
archive ••• at CIAD. 111 

CIAD maintains a microfilm file which contains information 
pe~taining to actual or potential threats to Army personnel, 

. i 
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material, installations, the accomplishment of the Army' 
mission. The index to the microfilm is also on microfilm. 
There are no computer p~intouts of the index. Microfilm 

·files on individuals are not·rnarked in any special way; 
the microfilm file is seen only on a need-to-know basis. 
CIAD is not an office of record and other agencies do not 
check the files of CIAD . 

7. ALLEGATION: ·"The Army also maintained 'a computerized data bank on civi 
disturbance, political protests and resis_tance in the Army 
(RITA) at the Continental ArITJ.y Command headquarters, Fort 

e 

FACT: 

8. ALLEGATION: 

FACT: 

9o ALLEGATION: 

FACT: 

Monroe, Virginia. 11 

CONARC maintained a computerized intelligence data bank in 
the fulf,ulJ.ment of its mission .responsibilities. The CONAf'"' 
computerized data banI> was destroyed as directed by ACSI, Di 
message, dated 5 Mar 70, in keeping with newly defined DA 
policy and guidance concerning civil disturbances. An excq 
tion was requested by III Corps, Fort Hood, Texas; DA deniec 
the exception and the civil disturbance computerized intcll: 
gence data bank was destroyed at Fort Hood, Texas, on 25 
August 1970. 

"The Army maintai-ned 'non-computerized files at most of the 
Intel~igence Command's _300 stateside intelligence group 
offices.'" "The Army also maintained 'non-computerized 
data banks at each stateside Army Command and at many mili
tary ins:tallations. 111 

Non-computerized files have been and continue 
at Army conm1ands and installations, as well as 
nate elements, to permit the accomplishment of 
counterintelligence and intelligence missions. 

·current DA policy and guidance define the type 
may be established and maintained. 

to be main tair 
USAINTC subox 
the assigned 
However, 

of files that 

" One of the principal uses of this file (CIAD microfil 
·file) if not the main reason for its existence -- has been t 
satisfy the curiosity of the Pentagon's brass." 

This allegation is false. Departmental directive and r_egu
lations established the CIAD mission end responsibilities, 
which includes the establishment and maintenance of files. 
Mandatory security controls, supervision, and procedures 
clearly establish the official release of information and 
·intelligence data to prohibit unofficial release or personal 
use • 
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10. ALLEGJ )N:° "During the 1968 Democrat'~ National Convention in Ch:lcago, 

FACT: 

'· 

Army agents posed as TV camera crews •••.•• " 

This allegation is true. In its civil disturbance coverage 
I 

demonstrations during the Democratic National Convention in 
Chicago in August 1968, USAINTC employed photographic cover· 
age of gatherings and demonstrations. The photographic 

. -~overage was essential to assess expeditiously the potentia: 
for violence which could require the commitment of Federal 
troops prepositioned in the Chicago area. The film was de
stroyed by USAINTC as a result of ACSI, DA letter dated 18 
February 1970, which ordered destruction of civil disturbanc 
,information on civilians not affiliated with Department of 
Defense~ ;< 

11. ALLEGATION: 11 Sour.ces of CONUS Intelligence.continue to include local anc 
. state police, the FBI', ~ewspapers, and Army undercover operc: 
-tions. • • •11 

FACT: 

12. ALLEGATION: 

FACT: 

This allegation is true. 

-
11 •••••• and two plain clothesmen from the staff of the 
~ssistant Chief df Staff for Intelligence occupied assigned 
_seats within the convention hal 1. 11 

This allegation is not true. No "plain clothesmen" from 
OACSI occupied assigned seats within the convention hall anc 
.;further, no assignment or orders. existed encompassing any 
counterintelligence mission responsibility for the coverage 
of the convention hall or the convention. However, .it was 
established that an ACSI representative, a member of the 
DA Liaison Team assigned to the PLOCSA (Personal Liaison 
Representative of the Chief of Staff, Army) in the area, did 
-obtain a pass to enter the convention hall for the personal 
reason of witnessing an historical event. He did -not occupy 
a seat. 

--

13. ALLEGATION: "Army plain clothesmen have been spotted recently on the 
Milwaukee and Madison campuses and at the Univers~~y of 

FACT: 

Oklahoma." 

This allegation is true. The USAINTC in accomplishing ·its 
counterintell~gence mission in the field of personnel 
~~curity investigations conducts an estimated 1.7 million 
.~eads (phases of investigation) annually, a portion of which 
entails the conduct of education checks. 
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Therefore, USAINTC agent ir-<estigators> in civilimu cloth 
dp visit University campus in the United States ~n a· · 
continuing basis in the fulfillment of the requir?rli veri
fication of education of individuals being invest.ngated 
under the Army's personnel security program. 

14. ALLEGATION: 11HI Agents s{ibscribe:·to hundreds of local and canqims news
papers, monitor police and FBI radio broadcasts, &J:d, on 
occasion, conduct their own undercover operations."' 

. 
.. FACT: Army MI units do subcribe to and obtain °local and campus new 

.papers. These newspapers are screened for information which 
might indicate a potential threat to the Army's mission, 
materiel, installations and personnel. 

t , 

.~ 

No monitoring of FBI broadcasts has ever been undertaken by 
Army units. Police broadcasts have been monitored with the 
knowledge and complete coope.ration of police agencies but 
only in civil disturbance or potential c.ivil disturbance . 
situations. As pertains to undercover operations> that is, 
covert operations, the Army does not indiscriminately engage 

.in these types of activities. In civil disturbance situatio 
covert operations- require the concurrence of the FBI and the 
specific approval of each operation by the Un4er Secretary 
of the Army. 

. . 
ALLEGATION: 0 Military undercover.agents have posed as press photographer 

covering anti-war demonstrations, as students on college 
campuses, and as 'residents 1 of Resurrection City." 

FACT: Military Intelligence agents have conducted such covert 
operations in the past, unde.r DA civil disturbance collectio 
and reporting directives which were published for the accom
plishment of the Army's mission in its role as Executive 
Agent for DoD in civil disturbances. 

16~ ALLEGATION: "Both the Intelligence Command's 1 identification list' and 

·-FACT:. 
·. 

·CIAD's 11 Compendium11 have been ordered destroyed. Chances aI 
excellent, however, that copies of both remain in circulatic 
along with another blacklist published by the Alabama State 
Police and distributed by the Intelligence Command to the 
headquarters and region offices of each HI Group." 

Both the Intelligence Command's six volume 'identification 
·list• and CIAD 1 s two volume "Compendium" were ordered with

. drawn and destroyed based on DA directives ·dated 18 Feb 70 

·6 

·. ·. 
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17. ALI.,EGATION: 

FACT: 

20 Harch 70 and 31 March 70. The so-called "blacklist11 

published by the Alabama State Police was a separate 
.volume of USAINTC's "identification list, 11 and, therefore, 
was under the "Withdraw and Destroy Orders 11 from DA, as 

·part of the six volumes. OACSI is making ev6:- y effort to 
assure that an absolute destruction has been achieved. Of 
~he CIAD 2-volume "Compendium',' 96% have been certified as 
being withdrawn and destroyed. The recipients of the re
maining copies are still tracing their records for destruc
~ion certificates. Of the USAINTC 6-volume "Identification 
Lists, 65% has been withdrawn and destroyed. Tracings on 
the remaining 35% indicated the greater ·majority ·were dis
tributed, tp major law enforcement agencies. The. fact that 
these .. volumes were not registe;:-ed_documcnts complicated the 
withdr~wal and destrti;ction process . 

11It is also likely that copies of the magneoic tapes which 
made up the memo·ry core of the Fort Holabird computer have 
been hidden away or transferred to other governmental agenci 

This allegation is false. The 47 tapes which comprised the 
USAINTC Civil Disturbance.Incident and Biographical Data 
Bank were destroyed during the period 26 February 1970 to 
3 Harch 1970. As an added precaution in complying with DA 
instructions, each computer tape that was ever used in pro
cessing civil disturbance information for input into the . 
master t,apes was put tq.rough a special (degaussing) process 
to insure that all information was deleted. This process 
took place during 25 Sept 70 to 15 Oct 70. Printouts were 
destroyed by incineration • 

.... 
-. ·. ":-.:_-:· 

7 



' I 
1-
1 
j 

I 
! 

I. 

: .. 

i. 

; 

·I 
I . 
i : 
,. 1 

:· J-.---. 

i;~· ... ' . . . . 
r i 
i . 

·: 
I 

1 • 
I 

I <C. 

I 

. . 

1961 -·Bowdoin College, Bi:inswick, Maine.· BA degree. 
1964 - Columbia University Law School, New York, N. Y. 

LLB degree in Public La\v and Government. 
1964-66 ..: Columbia University Law School, New York, N. Y. 

MA degree, Political Science. 

Marital Status·: Singl:e;. 

. . 
Army Service: \ . 

Entered Active Duty: 1 Aug 66, 2d Lt.(delayed ROTC) 
Ml Training: Fort Holabird, Md - 10 Oct 66 to 8 Mar 67; Instructor 18 J 
Vietnam Service: None 
Assignments: F.t. Holabird, MD., as instructor in USAINTC School (Senior 

Legal Instructor) - 8 Mar 67 to 30 Jul 68 
Promotions: 2Lt June 61; lLt 10 June 64; CPT 10 Oct 67 
Awards: 
Disciplinary Action 
Separated From Service: 30 July 68. Resigned his commission upon 

tenninati on of his two year obligation. 

Present Activity: According to the press, he is attending Columbia 
University Law School in New York City. 

Other: a. Pyle was in Minneapolis, Minn. in mid - January 1971 where he 
gave lectures and showed the 11First Tuesday" ( 1 Dec 70) NBC 
film on military intelligence activities. He was interviewed 
on Minneapolis radio station KSTP on the same subject. 

b. Pyle has provided information to Senator Ervin 1 s Subcommittee 
Constitutional Rights and has been 1.nvi ted to testify before 
that Subcommittee on 24 Feb 1971 • 

·c. Pyle has been active in seeking out former Ml agents and 
encouraging them to denounce publicly their activities while 
serving in MI units in the U. S. 
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