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BOARD OF JUNIOR COLLEGE 
DISTRICT No. 508 

County of Cook and State of Illinois 

Mr. Jimes C. Downs, Jr. 

180 N. MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60601 
AREA CODE 312 TELEPHONE 782-~fil 6 2 8 8 Minor K. Wilson 

Attorney for the Board Mr.].' Smart Doyle, Vice-President 

Dr. K;irl A. Meyer 
JudgeiMaurice Perlin 
Mrs. ¢arey B. Preston 
Mr. L~onard Spacek 
Dr. ] qhn W. Taylor, President 19 September 1968 

Dear Bill; 

I am enclosing the letter you requested. Good 
luck to you - I hope you make it. Even if you don't, I 
am sure that you will find your tour of duty in A:t:my 
Intelligence a rewarding, one. 

If I can be of any further assistance, please 
call on me. 

Sincerely, 

Minor K. Wilson 
Attorney for the Board 

Pvt. William J. Bowe, RA 680 327 46 
USAINTS, Box 1406 
Fort Holabird, Md., 21219 

Enclosure 
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BOARD OF JUNIOR COLLEGE 
-::-~ 

District No. 508 
County of Cook and State of Illinois 

108 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Ill9nois 60601 
Area Codd 312 Telephone 782-6288 

Mr. James c. Downs, Jr. 
Mr. J. Stuart Doyle, Vied-President 
Dr. Karl A. Meyer 
Judge Maurice Perlin 
Mrs. Carey B. Preston 
Mr. Leonard Spacek 
Dr. John W. Taylor, President 

TO WIDM IT MAY CONCERN:-

Minor K. Wilson 
Attorney for the Board 

19 September 1968 

I am a retir1ed officer of the Regular Army. My last assignment from approx
imately July of 1956 through Octorber 1959 was as Deputy Chief and Chief of the Security 
Division in the Office of the Assistang Chief of Staff for Intelligence (OACSI) in the 
Pentagon. Since retirement I served as .Aide and Lebal Adviser to O.W. Wilson while h11 
was Superintendent of Police in Chicago and at present as General Counsel for the 
Board of Chicago City College, 

I have known William J. Bowe for several years, first while he was a law student 
at the University of Chicago Law School and later as a practiving attorney. Before 
entering the Army, Bill Bowe practiced as an associate in the firm of Ross, Hardies, 
O'Keefe, Babcock, McDugarld and Parsons, a well known and respected law firm here in 
Chicago. He is an able young lawyer of unimpeachable character, and in my opinion 
he is superb officer material. He comes :from a fine family with a long history of 
public service and Bull himself demonstrated his own civic mindedness by voluntarily 
serving as an observer for the Mayor's Commission on Buman Relations during the disorders 
in Chicago following the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King. 

Ihave no hesltancy whatseever in strongly recommending that this able young 
lawyer be given a commission in the U. s. Army. Intelligence is indeed fortunate to 
have such an op~ortunity. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Minor K. Wilson 

Minor K. W~lson 
Attorney for the Board 
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O.ffia!?- the Dean 

;~. 

THR UNIVERSJTY 0F CHICA.GO 
THE LAW SCHOOL 

Dear: Bill: 

1111 RA ST 6 0 TH STREET 

CHICAGO• ILLINOIS 60637 

.~°fi,el!l©er 10, 1968 

Enclj0sed is rnry libeloUiS letter. I don 1 t k11L©W what 
theyJ can get :i;lle for -- perjli.ry and everything else, 
r sl!ljPpose. 

If yj0u get c0.inm.,issione1d, I thi:i;;ik in return I shcrnld 
ge't la new caiipet f@r mty gf fices, mt? perhaps you could 
@0me! out and paint the1 barn. 

Wit~ best regar~s, 

~ 
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0f fice of the Dean 

~ 

:E UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
THE 'LAW SCHOOL 

1111 East 60th Stf eet 
Chicago, Illinois 60637 

September 10, 1968 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

I understand that Private William J. Bowe, RA 68032746, is applying for a 
direct cqmm:Lssion in Army Intelligence. 

I have known William Bowe for about three years. The most extensive contact 
came within the last eighttteenth month period during which he was a third
year law student and practicing -wi. th the Ross, Hardies, 0 'Keefe, Babcock, McDu
garld and Parsons in Chicago. During this time I ahad the opportunity to judge 
Bowe on just about all the traits which I think w0uld be of interest to you 
and which you would desiere in a commissioned officer in Army Intelligence. 

Bowe is completely reliable. He is able to delegate work well, yet retain 
authoritatiye responsibility for his work and that of others. He also ahas 
a friendly per&inality and a quick, dry wit, enabling others to work and 
complete any task with enthusiasm. His cooperation with and consideration ofor 
others in any project has been quite commendable. I have complete trust in 
Bowe's mature judgment, and from the point of view of per&inal appearance and 
personality, I never had the slightest hesitation about having him represent 
the Law School. While he was a student here he contributed1 a number of 
original ideas to many aspects of law school life and w~s constantly alert for 
possible new courses of action. He was a very good student and worker here in 
the Law School and required virtually no supervision. 

In summary, I regard Bowe as a person of supe ior intell1gence who works hard 
and effectively; is a leader; is cooperative, reliable, responsive and energetic. 
I think you will find him a person 0£ integrity, physical vigor, and persnal 
character. Poised and self-confident, Bowe is extremely articulate. 

I do not know what qualifications you seek in a commissioned officer in Army 
Intelligence ~1but if you are looking for &>meone with the above qualifications, 
then I highly recommend yoour considering William Bowe. 

GF: ij 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ George Fee 

George Fee 
Assistant Dean 



LAW OFFICES 
ROSSi, HARDIES, O'KEEFE, BABCOCK, MCJUGALD AND PARSJNS 

122 South Michican Avenue 
Chicago, Liilinois 60603 

Telephone 341-0515 

September 25, 1968 

TO WHOM IT MAY OONCERN: 

Privat(~ William J. Bowe was associated twith my law firm over a period of 
approximately two years. During a substantial proportion of this period he 
w:> rked directly under my supervison and direction. I believe my professional 
relationship with Private fuwe fully wqualifies me to express an informed 
opinion of his capabilities and his willingness to develo'J and exercise them. 

I cons:Lder Private Bowe a man of superior intelligence, with investigative 
and creativ~~ ability. He analyzes problems well; has the industry and perser= 
verence to pursue a matter to a logical conclusion; and the intellect to develop 
the appropr:Late solution. He has the poise to handle responsibility cooly a.nd 
the conscientiousness to discharge it completely. He learns quickly and thoroughly 
and has »thl~ mental ability to associate ideas so that what he has learned 
enables him to deal with problems he has had no previous familiarity with. 

I am pleased rto recommend Private Bowe for a commission and I am cdertain 
that he will advance as erapidly as the opportunity to do so is made available 
to him. 

Respectfully, 

Isl Melvin A. Hardies 

Melvin A. Hardies 

MAH: AM 
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LAW OFFICES 

Ross, Hat'id~,©s, O' Kee\f e, ~xa®:coc,k, McDiill,~&1d & Rarsons 
122 SC»UTH MICHIGAN AVEN,UE 

CHICt'>-G01. ILLINOIS 606G:B 

J?vt. w~.11,iam J. JB:~:w.e 
RA 6 8.0.4) 2 7 4B 
USAINT&3 , Box 14,©, 6 
Ft. Eoiq;bird, M~. 21219 

Dear B111: 

TELEPHONE 341-0515 

I re·gi!f.et thle delaw ip respG>nding tG your letter 
of Septembe.;c 6 , l~ 6 8 . At tlhE? t;.ime l recei vecjl it I was 
occupi~d with Si(l>me other ina!:tt;ers anQ. put it in the mid!Rtle 
drawex 0£ my dtei)$k where l tib:©U.g'hig I wanld surely not 
overlo;[9k. it. UUR.fq:1.rtuna,~ely 1 it gtot 11ll:l.'cil.er some other papers 
and I !i:l.id not T~€l.iso0ver it tllliltii toQ_ay. 

I am $Gt quite Sl.il.~Jr:e h0w a letter of the kind you 
want wtmld be nt~i$t effeoti\?Ai3,.J\.W written, and :Lf you have any 
suggesttions for impro:verne:at. i@ t:-k.e e®-Glosu:he · y0u may tre.at 
it. as a draft a•J,il&l ret:urn it ±:er w.re]),aratien in fin.al form 
wi t;h $\llch suggeistior;is as y0;u fee1 are a;ppro::p:itiate. 

PresUi(Th@ibly B,alMm@re (q:nd Washingt~n w.l:aich cannot 
be diflfic:ul t to rea;c];l) aM@@:rd molte OJJP1J?Ortuniify :Eor pleasa.nt 
divea::silicon tl;.l,an $1@-:i:t liieontarfil W:@,od anQ. I tru.st. you are takililig 

. gG>~@. ai.Clva:m.tage 0f whatevzer the circU[Jlstances offer. 

MAH·:AJ}([ 
EBQlO•$t;l.re 

w1-th ":ffiy ·"~;T'~ry ·n~es'i: p'B:t0s"®na:t- :rB'~"a>r'srs»: 

n:;:'tt1L~ 
Melvi:m. A. H:a.J;"ches 
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