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Richard Gwinn of Capt. 
William L. Johnson's 
Company (K), 4th Georgia 
Regiment. Born in Newton 
County, Georgia, age 31, 
6 1 tall, ruddy complexion, 
gray eyes, dark hair, occu­
pation a merchant; wounded 
in arm, chronic disease of 
right forearm causing con­
stant and acute suffering. 
April 21, 1862 
--Philpot, Surgeon. 

Richard Gwinn, discharged 
for disability April 21, 
1862 by order of General 
A. G. Blanchard-Captain 
David- R. Winn- Colonel 
George Doles. 

Richard Lawrence Gwinn, Sr. (a twin brother of John Chesley 
Gwinn) was born in Newton County, Georgia in 1831 and died 
in Philadelphia in 1898, Through Miner Gwinn, his father, 
and John Gwinn, his grandfather, born January 23, 1784 in 
Virginia, he traces his ancestry to Robert Gwinn of Wales. 

Miner Gwinn was married to Georgia Mary Melton of Conyers 
Plantation, Ga. His grandmother was Mary Elizabeth Whitehead, 
daughter of Gideon Whitehead and Nancy Camden. Gideon's 
brother was Col. Thomas Whitehead, Commissioner of Agriculture 
in Richmond, born in Nelson County, Virginia in 1825. 

Their father was John Whitehead, bofn in Amherst 
Virginia in 1787 and died in Lynchburg in 1856. 
great, great grandfather was John Whitehead born 
County, Virginia, before the Revolution. 

County, 
His great, 
in New Kent 

Although these lines are clear and well authenticated, very 
little is known now about any of this family as individuals. 

Mary and Tom both made efforts to trace the Gwinn line, but 
few records survived the paths of the Civil War and even 
those who saw military service, as all the men did, cannot 
be clearly placed. In the notations and report of families 
in Wales it is further confused by the varieties in spelling. 
One thing is clear, "gwin" means "white" and since "bowe" means 
"cow", the Bowe-Gwinn association had certainly a nice pastoral 
touch. 
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RICHARD GWINN, SR . 

Ri~hard Gwinn, Sr. was brought up on a plantation owned 
by his father, Miner Gwinn , near Conyers, Georgia, not 
far from Covington . His brother, Tom, was mayor of 
Covington. At the beginning of the war, Richard , Sr. 
was very well off. He had accumulated a small fortune 
in sugar in Vicksburg, but it was all lost in Grant's 
raid. After the war, he had a shipment of cotton going 
to New York and this he lost also. He came home and 
never mentioned it . Still later he bought some fine 
Irish horses, but these all died on the boat trip. In 
army service he was wounded in the arm, retired and later 
honorably discharged "unable to shoulder a musket" . 
Bes sie's Uncle Miner was killed in a shirmish in the 
Civil War, they never knew where . Isham was the father 
of Miner and Isham . One Isham was killed in the Battle 
of Utah Springs. 

Richard Gwinn undertook still another business. An old 
planter had left him the herb formula for some medicine 
on condition that he have it patented and put on the 
market for the benefit of the public. He had it patented 
and a friend, Mr. Hartnett, had the herbs picked. Other 
friends were Lucius Quintius Curtius LaMar Inmans (steam­
ship), a Mr. Virgin and Mr. Swift . The las~ was to manage 
the sales. It was then called "Guinn's Blood Renewer", 
changed later to "Guinn's Pioneer Blood ~enewer" . Money 
was made , but there were never any profits ; expenses 
always matched the intake. This went on for several years 
while Ric hard Gwinn wa s travelling around the country 
on other business. He finally discovered that something 
was wrong, let Swift out and intended to start it again 
himself with Hartnett. Meanwhile Swift had the formula, 
rushed to LaMar in Atlanta for money , started up himself 
leaving out one expensive ingredient and put it on the 
market as 11 S.S.S." Years later Richard Gwinn took it 
up and formed a company again, but didn't have the money 
to fight an infringement of the patent. Bottles and 
cartons were ready; an Indian was the trademark. Business 
went well for a fev years, then the crops failed in the 
South and the payments came to an end. 



24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 

27

Richard Gwinn , Sr., born in Newton County, Georgia, in 1831, 
married Elizabeth Agnes Burns . They had five children: 
Mary Cornelia, who marr ied George West Page; Richard, my 
father, who married first my mother , Mary Agnes Roche, and 
after her death, Elizabeth Tack ; Elizabeth Rose who was 
always called "Bessie'' and Thomas , the youngest. Chessleigh 
died as an infant poi s oned by a nurse who by mistake gave 
him croton oil instead of "sweet oil" . At this time the 
father was very ill with typhoid fever and the mother was 
taking care of him. 

Mary was born in Americus, Richard and Tom in Baltimore 
and Elizabeth near Griffin and Chessleigh (Chesley) in 
Georgia. Bessie was baptized in Atlanta . Eventually 
the family all moved to Baltimor e and it was always 
considered home in spite of many years in the South, 
Washington, Maryland and New Jersey. 

Their father died December 2, 1897 , having suffered a 
stroke while in Philadelphia on business. He was 67 . 

Their mother died May 4, 1922, at her daughter's home 
in the Mount Royal Apartment, Baltimore. Both are buried 
in the New Cathedral Cemetery, Bonnie Brae. 
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ELIZABETH AGNES BURNS 
Mrs. Richard Gwinn 

(Mama) 

Elizabeth Agnes Burns was born near Baltimore November 8, 
1836. Her mother died when she was very young. Her 
father died when he was in middle age and she was four­
teen. He was a teacher and a scholar. She was raised 
by her five brothers, Lawrence, George, Edward, John and 
Charles. She was a very handsome girl, but perhaps some­
thing of a tomboy. Lawrence was eighteen years older than 
his sister. They used to visit an aunt in Poughkeepsie 
who had a large farm and they visited the Vassars before 
that college was founded (1865). 

As a little girl she was once going to New York with 
her brother and expected that they would stay over in 
Tammany Hall. Some time later she went to visit Dr. 
and Mrs. Bruce, friends in Americus, Georgia. When 
she had a bad quincey sore throat, he took care of her 
by lancing it. This left a large .scar which drew u-p as 
she grew older, making a stricture and causing difficulty 
in swallowing. 

Although Major Hugh Madison Ross w.as a devoted suitor, 
she married Richard Gwinn. She sewed beautifully and 
made her own clothes as everyone did then in the South. 
In 1864, when the tropps came through Georgia, Richard 
used to hide her in the woods. 

She lived to see the Civil, Spanish-American and World 
Wars, and thirteen presidents, and lived both in the 
North and the South. She had a full and challenging 
life and died May 4, 1922, at the age of 86. 
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MARY CORNELIA GWINN 

Mary Cornelia Gwinn, my aunt, who married George West Page, 
was the eldest of my grandmother ' s children . She was born 
January 6, 1865, in Americus, Georgia, though she was not 
inclined to brag about such a small place . She died in 
Baltimore on March 12, 1925, The family had lived in 
Atlanta and had become good friends of Mr . and Mrs. Charles 
Crisp . It was through Senator Crisp that Mary received her 
appointment to the Surgeon General 's Office of the War 
Department in Washington. Her office was in the old State, 
War and Navy Department south of the White House . It was 
all Civil Service, even in those days. I do not think this 
association was of any help to Tom , who took the examinations 
too and se rved all his life in the War Department. Bessie 
also passed them, but continued to teach in New York . 

Mary was a handsome and a very bright woman and she was 
extremely witty. I was doubtless too young to appreciate 
this , although I knew that my father was . Mar y was one of 
the earliest women in the government. She was interested 
in the geneology of the Gwinn family and gathe red many 
accounts of their early activities, particularly Civil War 
records of her father, but most of these records of births 
and deaths and military dates and services were burned--
and were lost in the various troop encounters in Virginia 
and Georgia . In the late 1890's Mary and her friend, Miss 
Riemensnider, and Daddy took a trip to Europe, the only 
time any one of them was abroad. Later Mama and Bessie 
spent a year in Paris while Bessie studied music at the 
Conservatory . She had also studied at the Conservatory in 
Brussels . My g randfather at that time was travelling 
about, selling and was not at home . For many years George 
Page had wanted to marry her, but was too poor to ask her . 
When he became Maryland State Banking Examiner with a 
better salary and a brighter future, he felt he could. He 
was a devout Episcopalian and they were married on a 
beautiful October day in the house at Deal by Jather Norris. 
Bessie was Maid of Honor and Will Page stood up for his 
brother. A friend of Bessie's played the Swedish Wedding 
March . We were all devoted to George and were happy to 
have him in the family. It made another bond between 
Pages and Gwinns besides ~he Calvert Bank. This bank, 
Mayor H. Preston, Will Page and my father had founded in 
1901. 
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Mary wore a beautiful white lace dress, Bessie's was brown 
chiffon over yellow satin with a powerful hat of brown and 
orange ostrich feathers. Mary had no patience with brides 
who were late, and right in the house , too, but Mama made 
her wait upstairs until Rachael and William were present , 
because Rachael had fixed a splendid breakfast and wanted 
to see the bride come down the stairs. She was a very large 
Negro and a great and good friend so Mary waited. After the 
ceremony and rice - throwing, Mary and George drove off to 
the station in a surry. At this point my father gave me a 
sharp correction which surprised me as I had not done anything. 
Later he explained he was trying to check someone else who 
was making a chalk heart on the back of George's nice dark 
suit . This was the only occasion I remember in which Daddy 
found it necessary to apologize to me . 

The newlyweds lived in the Mount Royal Apartments in Balti ­
more until Mary's death in 1925 . They were a calm and 
happy couple , readers and students, and they enjoyed each 
other . They were next door to the Saint Paul where we lived 
and we often saw them on Sunday for dinner or a visit . Mary 
had suffered for some time with a heart condition and I 
believe died of angina . George then invited his maiden 
sister, Ellen Page, to keep house for him. He died ten years 
later . I wish Mary could have been with him to help him 
through the terrible banking failure years and the depression. 
As the Banking Examiner for the State of Maryland for several 
terms, he suffered keenly in the economic collapse of what he 
had guided and cherished for so many years- - -the integrity 
and solvency of Maryland banks. 
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Richard Gwinn 
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RICHARD GWINN 

Richard Gwinn was born in Baltimore, May 30, 1867, and died 
in Mt. Washington on June 30, 1932 , He nev~r used Lawrence, 
his middle name. He first married Mary Agnes Roche June 2, 
1900. She died March 13, 1901, with the birth of their only 
child, Mary Agnes Gwinn . Their marriage was ce lebrated in 
St. Paul's Church, Washington, D.C., the Reverend William 
Temple of Easton, Maryland officiating. The wedding reception 
was held at "Oakrest" in Georgetown, the home of the George 
Washington Sissells, cousins of the bride. 

His second marriage was to Elizabeth Cosgrave Tack in October, 
1907, in New York City. She was born April 7, 1872, and 
died November 7 , 1946, in Mt. Washington, Baltimore. There 
were three daughters born: Elizabeth Cosgrave, Martha Burns 
and Anne Chesley, who was called Nancy. Richard , both wives 
and Elizabeth, who was called Betty, are all buried in Bonnie 
Brae. 

He was graduated from Calvert College and lived in Baltimore 
all his life. One of his first bus iness connections was 
with the Colonial Sayings and Investment Association with 
William C. Page, Dr . Thomas Ashby, James Preston and Howard 
Williams; he was Secretary and the names of the officers were 
listed on fine engraved Association stationery, with a huge 
picture of Mount Vernon~ The office was in the Calvert Bank 
Building. In 1906 he was associated with Lewis Hopkins and 
George Kimberly as managers for the Phoenix Mutual Life 
Insurance Company of Hartford, Connecticut. Their offices 
were also in the Calvert Bank Building. 

The Calvert Bank and I both started out in 1901, It then had 
its own building at Hovard and Saratoga Streets. It is now 
simply a branch office of t he Maryland Corporation. Richard 
Gwinn was Second Vice Pre sident, with P a ge, President, and 
Preston, Vice President and Counsel, Preston later served 
three terms as Mayor of Baltimore. In 1906 Richard Gwinn 
served on the Grand Jury. 

By 19ll he was City Register of Baltimore, a post he held 
for twelve years (i.e . city " Treasurer"). In 1914 the "Sun" 
said, " City Finances Improve", and quoted him: "We are now 
paying debts that should have been paid before, and we are 
making new improvements that should have been made lon g ago." 
Baltimore then was still suffering from the financial effects 
of tpe old-fashioned machine-administrations of the eighties 
and early nineties. At this time McKinley was President and 
visited the city . 
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Grafflin Cook was one of my father's close friends. When he 
was left a widower, he and Mr. Cook shared bachelor quarters 
in the Stafford Hotel. (Years later in the early 40's when 
we spent our last Christmas in Mount Washington, Bill, Dick, 
Willie and I stayed at the Stafford go ing out to 1809 each 
day . Lillian Atwater, our old friend and cook came and "sat" 
with the boys when we were late.) When Samuel Cook, the 
founder , father and maker of all the bottle caps for everything, 
died (leaving over a million mostly in Crown, Cork and Seal 
stock) my father and George Weems Williams were the administrators. 

On March 26, 1914, the "Sun" reported , "How Money Makes Money . 
Baltimore will be placed on the world's financial map if the 
recommendations of City Register Richard Gwinn are adopted, as 
they should be. These a.re: (1) 'serial - annuity' plan of 
payment; (2) coupon, registerable as to principal, or fully 
registered, and (3) principal and interest payable in foreign 
currencies as well as United States money ... This gives the 
ideal type of security and ... opens a world-wide market". 
And at the same time , " To Sell Bonds Abroad--City Register 
Suggests Wide Market for City Securities. Mr . Gwinn recommends 
that 'in future city stock be issued in the form of serial 
bonds, with coupons attached for interest, registe rable as 
to principal only and registered only upon request. That a 
European market be created for city stock by making bonds 
and coupons payable in English money, as well as American 
money, all payments to be made iu gold , etc . '" "Register 
Gwinn In Report Discusses Interchangeable Bonds. Plan 
Adopted by New York". 

In May 1914 "Gwinn Re-Named City Register"; "Million Ready 
For City Loan" went the headlines and "City Register Completes 
Accumulation to Meet Water Obligation"; "Tale is Like a 
Drama ... A story of interest on the money paid the city last 
Friday for the $7,000,000 worth of stock bought May 4 last 
by a group of local and New Yc:frk financiers was told yesterday". 
There were other items: "Tax Assessment Wise and Proper" , 
"Reply to Mr. Gwinn--Bankers Insist That Property Owners 
Pay For Improvements", "Mr. Gwinn insists", "City Register 
Replies to Bankers ' Letter on Public Improvements . He 
Points Out the Benefits . Declares That Owner Whose Property 
Has Been Enhanced In Value Has Received A Gratuity". 

On May 24, 1915: "Re-elect Gwinn as Register Tomorrow", 
"Unanimous Action by Council Expected . One Day Rest in 
Four Years" . During the four years he had been absent only 
one day and had worked ten Sundays--a "record without 
parallel." Mr. Gwinn does not look upon this performance 
~s worthy of special mention. If' it is a record, he says 
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it was merely an accident. The only reason he ascribed for 
h is continuous presence is that he simply had t o be there. 

On May 26, 1915, the "Sun" says , "Gwinn Again Register . 
Receives Unanimous Vote". 

A favorite exhortation in the family was "not to take leave 
of your senses!" His sister, Bessie, wrote him for advice 
about investing a little of her hard- earned money. He 
recommended Baltimore City Stock as being perfectly safe 
and urged her "not to take leave" . . and "all the money that 
was ever lost was invested in the safest, most promising 
and most remunerative schemes that you ever heard of and 
the investor is usually induced to part with his money, not 
by a stranger, but by a solicitous and interested friend." 

From the Municipal Journal of August 25, 1916, comes an 
account of "How the City Successfully Financed the Maturing 
1916 Water Loan" ..... "During the past year the city's fiscal 
officers havehad a financial nut to crack which required 
skill and ingenuity to accomplish the result and at the same 
time guarantee the fullest measure of popular satisfaction. 
The matter in question was the Water Loan which was due and 
payable on July 1, 1916 . Ordinarily the payment of such a 
loan would have been a very simple matter if the sinking fund 
provisions had been properly conserved. But the prospect of 
easy redemption was spoiled by reason of the certain deficit 
which past mistaken financial policies had made inevitable. 
The first of Jul y, 1916 approached with the certainty that 
the funds in hand would be $1,336,000 short . This deficit 
was due to the financial operations of many years ago. It 
was not due to anything recent. The deficit was caused 
by the failure during certain years way back in the past to 
appropriate the proper sinking fund amount which ought to have 
been set aside to meet the maturity of the loan." 

"The solution of the problem fell very largely upon the 
shoulders of Mr. Richard Gwinn , the City Register. He saw 
what was coming and he began laying his plans as far back 
as 1913, As a skilled and experienced financ~al officer, 
he worked out a plan and then conducted that plan with such 
ease and success that the public was hardly aware of the 
fact. The contributions to the sinking fund had 
been dis c ontinued in an early period. In any case it was 
neglected. The object was to avoid having to refund the 
debt .... A successful arrangement of sinking funds was worked 
out by Mr. Gwinn . " 
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At this time James H. Preston was mayor and was elected 
President of the Industrial Bank of Baltimore. Richard 
Gwinn, the City Register , was elected Vice President . 
Mr . Gwinn was also a Vice President of the Calvert Bank. 
The majority of the men on the board were identified with 
the large enterprises located at Curtis Bay. 

Now my father concerned himself with getting Charles Schwab 
to come to the city . He went to New York to visit him 
informally at home in his Riverside Drive house. He enjoyed 
playing the magnificent built-in organ apparently as much as 
he did pursuing the financial aims of the trip. In any case 
Schwab came to Baltimore and the Mayor and seven other 
gentlemen welcomed him. There was a dinner November 21, 
1916, at the Belvedere at which Dr . William Welch of Johns 
Hopkins presided, Mabel Garrison sang and the leaders of 
finance were all there. This was the opening up of the 
Bethlehem Steel Enterprises at Sparrow's Point. It was 
the b~ginning of a boom, not only for that heavy industry, 
but it laid the foundations for the later airplane industry, 
Glen Martin and the other developers and manufacturers. 

In October, 1917 , the sale of Liberty Loans was well under 
way ~nd my father presided over these meetings frequently 
and spoke for the bonds along with Mayor Preston and members 
of the City Council. 

On May 26, 1919, the "Sun" carried a letter to the public 
from forty-five banks and investment companies to the effect 
that: "Under the terms of the City Charter you will be 
required on the 27th of May to elect a City Register to 
serve four years . The importance of this position to the 
banking and business community prompts us to call your 
attention to the efficient and business - like conduct of 
this department under the administration of Mr . Richard 
Gwinn, the present incumbent . The City Register is the 
custodian and transfer agent of all City Stock. He haa 
primary charge of all City loans. He is the custodian of 
all City money and, with the Comptroller, is the paymaster , 
auditor and bookkeeper for the City. Mr . Gwinn has 
administered this office for eight years with singular 
ability, and we respectfully suggest that there is no good 
business reason for a change at this, time. We, therefore , 
very earnestly petition your honorable bodies, in joint 
session, to re-elect Mr. Richard Gwinn City Register. 
Respectfully . 

Signed by forty-five banks and financial houses". 
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The only direct reference to the family in the South comes 
in a letter to his mother on April 22, 1918, "I have just 
returned from a trip to Birmingham where I represented 
Baltimore City at a convention of the Southern Sociological 
Congress. On my return I stopped in Atlant a and spent a 
day with Bob; the next day I went down to Conyers and 
Covington, and as it was the first time I had been there in 
thirty years, I made it a point to see them all and had a 
very delightful visit and a very warm welcome. I found 
them all well and, with the exception of natural changes, 
very much as I left them. They sent you all good wishes

11
• 

By December everyone had "flu", this was the great epidemic. 
At Deal I nursed both my grandmothe r and then Bessie and 
my father worried very much about our being there in the 
house alone with fires to tend and my being in school from 
8 - l. We closed up as soon as they were able to move and 
went over to Asbury where I immediately came down with it . 

Mayor Preston did not run again in 1919 and my father was 
surprised to be reappointed by a Republican mayor. The 
Bankers met in Mexico City in 1920; a card from my father 
indicates that he returned home by way of California, 
Oregon, Washington and the Canadian Pacific. Together with 
his one trip to Europe with Mary , he did manage a reasonable 
amount of travelling. However , he was never a restless 
person and I never knew a man more quiet and methodical, 
more free from fads and notions or more happy to just be 
well and enjoy his family and his home. 

After my marriage to William Bowe June 14, 1928, we returned 
to occupy 9A, our new apartment at 1120 Lake Shore Drive. 
At Thanksgiving my parents came West and paid us a visit, 
his only trip to the city. It was excessively cold, but 
they met th e rest of t he Bowe family and friends, attended 
concerts and an opera at the old Auditorium. They found 
me happy, comfortable and safe among the devoted members 
of the Chicago family. 

The following summer my father suffered a stroke from which 
he never completely recovered. He died June 30, 1932. The 
three years were hard indeed on mother and the girls. Nancy 
was pretty young and it did not change her manner of living 
very much . But it affected more Betty who was very distressed 
and Martha whose attention and patience and enormous devotion 
were a great solace to both parents . During this time his 
speech was affec~ed and his desk at the bank remained vacant . 
Specialists from Johns Hopkins were not optimistic and we 
felt indignant about that because we really could see gradual 
improvement. However, they were right a~ the level of ability 
never again rose very high. He died at sixty - five and is 
buried in Bonnie Brae . 
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Made by Richard Gwinn 
the Gwinn Family 
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ELIZABETH ROSE GWINN 

Aunt Bessie was the younger si s ter of Richard and Mar y. She 
was born November 30, 1871, on Stone Mountain above Griffin , 
Georgia, where her mother had gone for her health . (The 
Falls ther e were n amed for twin Indian sisters, Tallul ah 
and Takoa. Representative Bankhead called a daughter after 
one of them . ) As a child she lived in the South and later 
in New York , Deal , New Jersey and Baltimore . 

In 1888 Bessie was at Mount Saint Agnes in Mount Washington 
which in those days was a college . She finished school 
there and at the end she was the only one in the class . 
She graduated alone , won all the medals naturally and 
gave the Valedictory . The Sisters of Me rcy had a huge, 
beautiful , hilly tract of land and maintained a fine academy 
and high school. Betty, Mar tha and Nancy went there until 
1927 when they went to college at Notre Dame of Maryland . 
Bessie for awhile went to Hollins Institute, Virginia , and 
later to New York to teach, where she lived at 37 West 16th 
Street . 

ln 1898 she and her mother spent a year together in Paris 
while Richard Gwinn was travelling. They stayed at 58 
Avenue Wagram and attended the Church of the Trinity. 
The year was spent going to the Conservatory , enjoying 
friends and attending some very gay and formal receptions. 
Around 1897 she also studied at the Conservatory in Melsbroek , 
Belgium , and lived at the Ursuline Convent. She visited a 
dear friend , Isabelle Baillie at Southmoor, Bournemouth. 
Her mother was Lady Theodosia Baillie and her aunt was Lady 
Claude Hamilton. There was a great deal of correspondence 
between the foreign friends later. Ethel Jackson wrote, 
"Your brother's wedding must have been quite a grand affair . 
I suppose there is great excitement over the Presidential 
election. Are you a supporter of Mc. McKinley? Here Lord 
Roberts is expected soon with the troops from South Africa ." 

Bessie took and passed the U.S. Civil Service Commission 
examinations in 1902. However, she never worked in Washing­
ton, but continued to teach in New York. During the war 
years (I) she had a studio in Carnegie Hall for which the 
rent was then $43.75. She knew well the music and artists 
of that period. She was graduated from New York University 
Woman's Law Class of 1921- 1 22 . 
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In October , 1898, when Bessie was at 16th Street in New York 
she received a telegram from Richard in Philadelphia telling 
of her father's stroke of apoplexy. He had been travelling 
and was in that city at the time . Daddy said it was dis ­
tressing to see him carried head first downstaiIB by inexpert 
ambulance men. He died in the hospital on December 2 of that 
year . Mama lived in Deal and Baltimore until May 4, 1922, 
her last two years being spent at the Mount Royal with Mary 
and George Page . 

Bessie was very fond of her father and considered him very 
handsome with his fine, full beard. Greatly gifted musically , 
lively and bright, she had a sharp, keen wit which now and 
then startled people, particularly if they were trying to 
fool her . She was a fine mathematician and a great one for 
logic. She said she could get along with a person at any 
level or from any background if only he were not stupid. 
Her memory was infallable and there was great depth in her 
knowledge of History and the Arts. 

There was as much work for her in Elberon and Deal in the 
summer as there was in New York in the winter. Several 
families to whom she was very dear as teacher, mentor and 
friend and from whom she received invitations and gifts and 
courtesies were Senator Murphy's (Albany), the deAcostas' (Glen­
cove) and the Reckendorfers (American Lead Pencil Company, 
New York). The last family changed their name to Reckford 
after the war. Their children, John, Adelaide and Edna 
(Grumbach) were particularly devoted. Their house was like 
all the others built at that time in Elberon, gray shingles, 
large and rambling with gables and por.ches, all with mag­
nificently cared for gardens and grounds . I used to play 
tennis with Adelaide; I was not bad, but she was better. 
President Garfield had a house on the ocean. He was shot 
September 19, 1881. 

Bessie often spoke of the Strauses, the Schiffs, Lehmans and 
Loebs, the Seligmans and Guggenheims, all of whom she taught, 
and particularly the Steinways . Mrs. Steinway was constantly 
trying to promote a marriage between Bessie and her brother, 
whose name was Cassebeer. She liked the family, but not him. 
All Elberon was originally owned by E. L. Brown and was a 
popular summer colony with beautiful beaches, cool climate, 
splendid swimming and was not too far from New York. The 
appearance of these large properties was impressive, not 
only because the climate was good, but they were cared for 
by Italians who imigrated at that time. Though unfamiliar 
with the language, they were experts at gardening and land­
scaping. Few royal parks could compete with the grounds of 
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these homes . The families mentioned here are to be found 
also in "Our Crowd" by Stephen Birmingham in a chapter on 
Elberon . 

Bessie used to stay at one time at the Art Students League 
when she was young; another year she was at 165 East 62nd 
Street and again at 58th . Her great friends in later years 
were Miss Eleanor Kearney and Miss Anne Cornell . They lived 
for a time at the home of the Genealogical Society on 57th 
Street, later at the "Parkside 11 on the south side of Gramercy 
Park and sometimes they were at Martha ' s Vineyard where Miss 
Kearney had a little house. There was for sale in every 
bookstore in the country a photograph of a beautiful young 
child, called the "Light of the World 11

• This head of Christ 
was usually tinted in a very restrained way, light brown 
like an etching -- all of these were done by Miss Cornell, 
She must have done thousands for the publisher. In 1936 
she wrote Bessie of the death of their friend, Miss Kearney. 

The Gwinns were a great family of non - writers . Richard 
felt letters should have a reason, either health or business, 
and not be rambling accounts of unconnected impressions or 
opinions of unimportant things. It's true he was busy . Mama 
wrote infrequently. Bessie was the busiest, teaching and 
hurrying all over New York, so she wrote almost not at all. 
Mary carried the whole job and kept all members of the family 
informed of what was going on, where each one was, bow each 
felt and what he ought to do . Her writing was hard to read, 
it ' s true, but she had a terrific sense of responsibility 
and kept the family together. It was Mary who took the 
trouble to look into the archives and write to relatives 
in the South and find out as much as is known about the 
Gwinns . She also had the coat - of- arms made which Nancy 
has now. Mother had Alice Ball at the Maryland Institute 
make a second copy, which I have . 

Bessie took great pride in Martha and her wonderful talent. 
And she was extremely fond of Bill, Senior, and spent each 
Christmas with us for nine years. This was nice because 
when Bill and I were married and I moved to Chicago she 
considered it the end of the world. She would "never again 
see anyone so far away". She used to stay at 18 East Elm 
Street near by and was very popular with the family and 
with our friends. We three never missed a dinner party 
or concert and hardly an opera whenever she was here . She 
and Bill had a great deal in common besides me and were 
thick as thieves. I was the one who couldn't remember 
William Jennings Bryan! 
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Her last delight was Richard, whom she loved beyond every­
thing and considered him the finest, smartest, handsomest 
baby that ever was. He was nine months old when she died 
May 2, 1939. Martha had been visiting and we took the train 
to New York and then down to Long Branch and the hospital. 
We arranged for her to be taken to Baltimore. The services 
were held at 1809 Dixon Road at Mother's request and the 
Shrine of the Sacred Heart. She is buried in Bonnie Brae. 

Afterwards Betty, Martha and I, with the h~lp of a maid, 
drove up and spent a full week at Deal emptying the house 
of personal things. Tom joined us. Our work consisted 
of clearing personal effects only. The clothing went to 
Mrs. Lovell, a good neighbor, whom everything fitted. The 
Salvation Army got the rest and there were thirteen trunks 
full, since in a house with twelve bedrooms and twelve 
closets it is never necessary to throw anything away. All 
furniture remained as there was a chance the house might 
be rented. A very few mementos went to Baltimore and 
Chicago. Whether the Morristown Bank rented or sold it 
that year we never knew. Eventually it was torn down --
to my distress on dri v ing over to see it with Merial Carton 
so~e years later. In its place stood a new red brick 
ranch house -- out of place on that street and out of place 
to me. The huge Hathaway Inn had vanished, too -- an 
affront to my eyes and an insult to my memory. Tom and I 
were her exec~tors, but our work was not heavy. The Kresge 
stock, bought at Mr. Reckford's wise suggestion, the bonds 
of Baltimore City, all her work and savings had been 
quietly absorbed by the house. 
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THOMAS ROSS GWINN 

Thomas Ross Gwinn, my uncle, was my father's younger brother. 
He was named for Major Ross, a friend of the family. Tom 
was born September 1, 1883, in Washington, D.C. and lived 
there all his life. Having to make many changes of address 
during his later years because of the District zoning deve­
lopments from residential to commercial, he was obliged to 
move frequently around the area of Lafayette Park. He 
remarked that he intended never to be out of the shadow of 
the White House! As a resident of the District he had no 
vote, but his sympathies were with the Republicans, although 
the rest of the family were definitely Democratic. He died 
in his apartment at 505 18th Street, a property owned by the 
Corcoran Gallery, and is buried in Baltimore at Bonnie Brae . 
Buried there also are his parents, Richard, Bessie, Chesly, 
Richard's wife, Elizabeth , and his niece, Betty . Richard's 
first wife, Mary Agnes Roche, is also there, but in the 
Roche lot. Mary is buried in Saint Thomas ' Cemetery with 
her husband, George Page . 

Tom was a lively , cheerful, generous young man , very handsome 
in his youth and later very much resembling Woodrow Wilson, 
though Wilson never thought of himself as handsome . Strangers 
constantly stopped Tom saying, "I ' m sure I know you!" The 
president is said to have written: 

"For beauty I was never a star 
There are others more handsome by far. 

But my face, I don't mind it, 
For I am behind it . 

It ' s the people in front that I jar." 

He had many long, lo~ely years of trying isolation because 
of increasing deafness. This was the result of severe 
scarlet fever as a child. He did try hearing aids, but 
found them noisy and confusing . "If you' 11 just speak 
up ! " Finally even the telephone proved too annoying and 
he had it taken out. 

In spite of this difficulty, he was one of the best informed 
men inthe War Department in Mathematics and Engineering and 
held degrees in these subjects from the American University 
and the University of Wisconsin . On ballistics and maps 
and grids he was a genius and set up army reference books 
for World War II. He turned out such choice reading as : 
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"War Department , Corps of Eng ineer s --GRID SYSTEM FOR 
MILITARY MAPS 

FOR 7o to 28° North Lati tude 
Prepared Under Direction of the Chief of Engineers, U. S . Army 
Project for the Computation of Mathematical Tables, 
Conducted by the Federal Works Agency, Work Pr ojects 
Administration for the City of New York 
Under the sponsorship of the National Bureau of Standards , 
Washington, D. C . 
Basic formulas upon which the Tables have been developed 
are from the 

Special Publication of the U. S . Coast & Geodetic Survey 
(also) 

The Grid Coordinates tabulated herein are based upon the 
American polyconic projection of Clarke ' s spheroid of 1866 . 11 

After the bombing of Coventry during the war when the print ing 
of all English maps was knocked out, Tom went up the Potomac 
to the new Army Map Headquarters and worked there as we supplied 
all maps to the Allies from then on . The Italian maps for the 
Anzio landing and the Battle of Salerno were considerably in 
error. They were recalculated and reprinted by the United States , 
but not before there were difficulties in the fire-cover for 
our landing troops . 

I once had an opportunity to visit th i s headquarters before it 
became top secret . Like a beautiful new pale green brick 
factory, it was a revelation of efficiency and exactitude . 
Not only was the printing impressive , but the bas-reliefs of 
the previously uncharted Himalayas for flying the Hump and 
corrections on the Boot were a revelation. These were made 
from photo - reconnaissance planes such as Stan Freberg flew 
in the Italian campaign and an Englishman we knew who rode a 
Sunderland over the North Sea . I loved the quotation on the 
entrance wall by Stephen Leacock from 11 The Hunting of the Snark": 

And he gave them a map , representing the sea, 
Without a vestige of land . 

And the crew were well pleased to have 
A map they could all understand. 

Tom played his small part in the Manhattan Project, going back 
and forth to New York for the War Department after working on 
problems in Washington and putting secret papers in the hands 
of British submarine captains . Later when the Electronic Age 
came in, he was one of the experts and laid out Army questions 
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and exercises . These he sent up to the Philadelphia computers , 
then r eady for use , which the Army rented over the week-ends. 
At this time he said that of all the brilliant and satisfactory 
people he t r ained , only one young negro woman understood absol ­
utely just what she was doing and why . Kept on long after the 
reti r ement ag~, he finally decided that his deafness was too 
severe to take on jobs of teaching the incoming mathematicians 
and he retired . 

We knew Tom was also a student of financial tides , business 
fluctuations and stock movements , but we thought of him as 
a man of no particular means be~ause he spent so little and 
lived so frugally . Considering his salary , though possibly 
modest , but saved for a lifetime, he might indeed have been 
more generous with himself . He was very much afraid of being 
a burden to someone if he should have a long illness and 
insufficient income; and he had a heart condition. But we 
were not prepared for the substantial estate he left (intestate) 
with the American Security and Trust Company and with B. F. 
Saul in Washington real estate mortgages. 

He used to go regularly and frequently to Baltimore to visit 
the family and took great pleasure in it . Later when it . 
became more difficult with trains to catch and hills to climb, 
he went less often . A Sunday drive over with friends suited 
him better; Dr. Eu5 ene Stone, the Williamses and Mr . Popp 
all were entertained in Mount Washington. Tom ' s only exer ­
cise was walking and he knew every street and park and 
interesting house in Washington . His rooms were always in 
the vicinity of 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue and since the area 
around Lafayette and Farragut Squares was in a perfect tur­
moil, changing from residential to commercial with hospitals 
and medical buildings crowding in, he was constantly having 
to move from one nice apartment in an old home to some other 
quickly before it too was torn down; he never, of course, 
had a proper lease. He died in an apartment overlooking 
Rawlings Square opposite Constitution Hall where he used to 
sit in the sun and read his New York Times. On his very 
block was the Corcoran Gallery of Art where Mary had studied 
and painted so many years earlier. Across the street were 
the National Red Cross , the Daughters of the American 
Revolution and the Pan-American Building . He could put his 
trash in Mr. Eisenhower 's can, he said, and the Corcoran 
was his landlord. 

His letters, though very infrequent and more full of clippings 
than of writing, reflect his concern for us all. He took 
great pride in the Gwinns generally -- and in every living 



49 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

49 

52

mortal named Gwin, Gwynne , Guinn, etc. It 's little wonder 
he wrote so little . I found his glasses were abominable 
though this failed to prevent his study of things financial, 
historic and scientific. He scorned Modern Art which is a 
"farce" and "portrays nothina". T.111'kilY 'ho uoo.,... I+ ---~i.. 
orI~nded by modern architecture and sculpture in the Washing ­
ton of his time. 

Music was his love and he worked for years with his saxophone . 
Why he picked that instrument we could not imagine; it might 
have been a gift o r he may have taken a fancy to it at an 
auction . No lessons . No schooling in music, only a little 
guidance from Bessie when she happened to be there. In 1936 
she wrote me from the Dodge Hotel, "Tom came over last night 
in spite of the cold and the frozen streets . He has gone 
wild over this music and is wearing himself out . Last night 
he said , ' Then six sharps equals six b' and he wrote down 
6# =6b . I finally realized what he was driving at : the 
flat sign, b, is named "B" in his mind and he always calls 
it that and he was saying that the Key of F Sharp which has 
six sharps has the same no~es on the piano as the Key of G 
Flat which has six flats and , what of it! It ' s like chall ­
enging gravity." Paul Stone had gotten an accordian for 
Christmas and Dr . Stone played the violin and they wanted 
to play with Tom , who said, "How do you count? That's 
what I want to know." Tom thinks I have some trick of 
count i ng up my sleeve and won ' t tell him. He says it must 
b<> vo:r,r oo.o~ Qr how cou:l.d .::10 many people 00 lt!" 

Tom had wanted to marry Edith, the daughter of Admiral Cowles, 
but he was hardly able to provide a proper home for the 
child of a Monarch of the Sea . His unmarried state was a 
continuing distress to Mary who was always finding lovely 
and charming girls for him both in Washington and Baltimore . 
For Betty, Martha, Nancy and me his hard work and careful 
savings have meant a great deal and we hold him in affection­
ate and very grateful memory . 
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9nny ~rr\licr jforcrs 

~ommmdation for ~i\lilian ~tr\licr 

THOMAS R. GWINN 

~itation: 
A ~ri,iknv '°1 Ek ,~lion, ~ tweno//w& 1feami' 

'°" /Jut¥,d .an<-t ~/J.utoo/ .4~ /llen~ ,to, ~ & -~ 

p~~ and /,o, ,tk JVauo~tt. 

Lieuten.-it General, Coatandina 
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CHESSLEIGH (CHESLEY) GWINN 

Chesley was the fourth child of Elizabeth Burn s and Richard 
Gwinn , Senior . Mama was nursing her husband through a bout 
of typhoid fever and a colored nurse was caring for the fine, 
healthy baby. It was customary to give infants "sweet o il", 
but the oil given the child by mistake turned out to be 
Croton oil and , although the doctor came at once, the baby 
died of burns and suffocation. 

Nancy's name is Anne Chesley Gwinn , and her oldest daughter 
is Chesley Gwinn Riboud. The baby had been named for an 
uncle, Chessleigh Dove Gwinn . 

Bill Bowe, Mary Bowe and Tom Gwinn 
in front of the old 

State, War and Navy Department 
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District or Maryland, to wit: 

. M 
At a District Court of the United States, in and for the Maryland District, begun and held At-1he City 

ofBiutimore on the first Tuesday in .,/~ .1111be year ofo~ Lord one .thousand eight 

h~~ and thirty '4ilN•· ~ • ·c.. · ·'~.,.~ ~ 1 

Among other were the following proceedings, to wit : 

0 . ./ / lJt ft ~tmtmbt~t':Y, that on the ,Z,z -- day of ~ in the year aforesaid, 
~ e./4...:~-c.L /2.,,::::i,_. ~ _ ___ ~ 11!1tive of.J~~ 

and at present residing in the ~ of /.:3 ~ appeared in open 
court here, and applied to be admitted to become a citizen of the United States. • And it appearing to the 

satisfaction of the court here, that the said ~~~ # ~ ~-~ ~ . , L. ~ 
had declared on oath taken in .a_ ~~~ ~ ..L-~-~ ~ . ~ ~ -9" ,,,_ 

~ ~ ~~ on the~ day of 6!- e..-/~~- in the year of 

our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ~~ two years at least before his admission, that 
it was bona fide his intention to become a citizen cj the United States. A~d it ~l~o ap~earing to the satis-

' uwier ~ o...--, ....... 1. · s fll ~~ C:yt'-.4 ,__ : , 
_.,.M.11111•~•~-At-.,. ~ . 4lliltli 1sb-_.._~,.... ------•f,Jlili. I lf•W·•·· .. .,._~·-,:illlil-,-.Uwattf lllilletf 

· preceding this application, within the State of Maryland; that during the said term of five years he hath 

resided in ~ ~ ~ /t}~ and hath conducted himself as a man 

of good moral character attached to the principles of the Constitution of the United States, and well disposed 
to the good order and happiness of the same. And the said ~ -:_ /2., ~-.£_ 
having declared on oath taken in open Court here, that he will support the Constitution of the United States, 
and that he doth absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign Prince, 
Potenta_te, State and ~overeignty whatever, and particularly ~11 allegiance and fidelity to the~ ~,,L ~ 
~ /~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ 

The Court here thereupon admits the said~~ ,1?,,::-.:t_~ 
to become a citizen of the United States. 

IN TESTIMONY that the aforegoing is a true copy taken from the Recor¢ 

<J!W;•~ef t1t,, .~ Gzr~,J.w-.tu-. 
C s:r.Distrid Ottrl·, ltJ 

arra .. iN., 1 11a tfCrU_#,,i/1' . .._ 
"rT 1-.,. • -., 

of ~ in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty U-,c;;.r~ 
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From the Bi ble of MICHAE L ROACH 

Pre sented by John Mur phy , Publishe r May 1855 

THE HOLY BIBLE 

Tr anslated from THE LATIN VULGATE : 

Di l igently compared with the Hebr ew , Gr eek and Other Editions 
in Dirverse Languages . The OLD TESTAMENT, Fi r st Published by 
the English College at Douay , A. D. 1609 and the NEW TESTAMENT , 
Fi r st Published by the English College a Rheims, A. D. 1582 
with USEFUL NOTES , Crit i cal , Historical , Controversial and 
Explanatory . Collected from the Most Eminent Commentators 
and the Most Able and Judicious Critics By the Rev. George 
Leo Haydock . 

NEW YORK: Edwar d Dunigan and Brother , 151 Fulton Street, 
Near Bro a dway 1854 . 

MARRIAGES : 

Michael Roche and Emily Ambrosia Irvin , Baltimore, Feb . 5 , 1856 . 
Michael J . Roche and Ev angeline- - - - - Portland , Oregon . 
Ann Roche and Joseph Paul Fr e y, St . Paul , Minn . 
John H. Roche and Daisy Moore at Allegan City , Pa . July 5, 1892 . 
Mar y Agnes Roche and Richard Gwinn , Washington , D. C . June 2 , 1 900 . 
Mary Agnes Gwinn and William John Bowe , Mount Wa s hington , 

Md . June 14 , 1928 . 

DEATHS : 

Thomas F . Roche 
George C . Roche 
Emily Teresa Roche 
Michael Roche, Aug. 5, 

Richard 

Emi ly A. Roche , June 12 , 1899 
Joseph L . Roche, Jan . 5, 1898 
Mamie A . Gwinn, March 13 , 1901 

1898 Evangeline Roche , 1912 
Gwinn, June 30 , 1932 
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BIRTHS: 

Joseph Ignatius Roche 

Michael John Roche 

John Henry Roche 

Mary Roche 

Ann Roche 

Emily Theresa Roche 

William Edwurd Roche 
Teresa Carmelile 

Mary Agnes Gwinn 

Joseph Paul Frye 

Richard Gwinn Bowe 

DATES 

December 1 , 1856 

April 23 , 1858 

J anuary 13, 1860 

November 1 , 1861 

September 20, 1863 

November 11, 1865 

January 9, J896 
October 14, 1871 

March 13, 1901 

June 22, 1938 

William John Bowe, Jr . June 23, 1942 

SPONSORS 

John Irvin 
Emily Irvin 
P . Cahill 
Mary Fortune 
William Roche 
Elizabeth Fortune 
E. McAdam , Jr . 
Adele Dubernard 
Rev . H. B . Coskery 
Mary Connell 
Tho~ . F . Roche 
Theresa Connell 
Rev . J . Early 
John H. Roche 
Sophia Dubernard 
Rev . F . X. Brady 
W. E . Roche 
Mary Gwinn 
John H. Roche 

Augustine J . Bowe 
Martha Gwinn Casey 
John D. Casey 
Julia Lecour Bowe 
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MICHAEL J . ROCHE, Sr . 

Michael Roche, Sr . , my mother 's father, came over from 
Ireland about 1828 . Having lived five years in Maryland, 
on October 4, 1834, he applied for citizenship in Baltimore 
and received his naturalization papers in June, 1837 . His 
first wife, Eliza Jane, was born in 1812 and died in 1854 . 
Their children were Thomas, George and Odewald . On February 
5 , 1856 , he married my grandmother , Em ily Ambrosia Irvin . 
They had eight children of whom my mother , Mary Agnes, was 
the fourth . 

He became a contractor and builder and was responsible for 
much of Baltimore ' s neat , but monotonous row-on-row, mile ­
after - mile , two-story , red brick houses . The smiling wh~te 
marble steps leading to each house were very popular at the 
time and afforded a never-ending daily chore for the neigh­
borly housewives . Among other buildings he put up was the 
great and gloomy , non - Gothic Jesuit c hur ch of Saint Ignatius 
at Calvert and Read and a number of convents and public 
buildings. 

The family eventually settled themselves in one of his 
three - story stucco homes in Mount Washington at Thornberry 
and Smith Avenue opposite Mount Saint Agnes College . He 
died in that house August 5 , 1898 . 

JOSEPH ROCHE 

The oldest son, Joseph, born in December, 1857, was Business 
Manager of the "Baltimore American ". He never married and 
died at the age of thirty- thr ee . 

DENVER & IIIO atND£ SYSTEM. 
TWS & PACIFIC R.llllfAT toMl'.lNY. 

MISSOURI Naf'IC RAil WAY COMPANY. 
ST. LOUIS IRON HUNTAIN AND SOUllERN R'Y CO. 
l'ITERNATIONAl Al8 GREAT NORTHEIN R. R. CO. 

M. J. ROCHE 

124 THIRD STREET P ORTLAND, ORE. 
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Anne Roche Frye 
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MICHAEL J . ROCHE , J r. 

Michael J . Roche , J r. settled i n Por tland, Or egon . He and 
his wife , Evangeline , were d evoted Christian Scientists . 
He was bor n in 1858 and died in 1922 . A beautiful J apanese 
kimona of his wife ' s was sent to me and I wore i t wi t h great 
pleasure at Trinity . 

He became a Travelling Passenger Agent for a number of 
wester n railroads , but with all th e se r ailroad connections , 
I do not remember ever hearing that he ret u rned to vi s it 
in Baltimore . 

ANNE ROCHE 

Anne Roche , Aunt Nanny Frye , was born September 29 , 1863, 
and died November 7 , 1937 , Although she was present at 
my b irth, I saw nothing of her until many years l ater when 
we were both in New York . He r hu s band , Paul Frye , had died; 
she had t r avelled to Europe wi th her s tep - daughter , Adine . 
Their one child, Paul , my only first cousin , lived with 
his famil y in Boston . 

She had a devoted friend, Marion Gibson, who remained with 
her and took care of her all h e r life in the East . Later 
Nannie and I carried on an enormous correspondence and I 
helped her whenever I could. She and Marion did a certain 
amount of teaching, but it provided very little income. She 
was a cheerful and good - hearted woman, very philosophical 
and relig ious and never complained about her aches and 
disappointments . 

At the time she travelled with Adine in Italy , a young 
Count Papi-Baglioni fell in love with the daughter. But 
Nannie was unsympathetic to foreign alliances. Of course, 
Adine resented this, married her Rodolfo and had a happy 
married life in and near Perugia. But during World War 
II they lost the home in Torgiano, went to live in Florence , 
and finally, very poor indeed, spent the last days in 
Viareggio . Bill and I called on them in Florence with 
their friends and had a delightful, but short visit . 
Julia and Julianne saw them briefly in Viareggio in 1950. 
From an a r istocratic and wealthy background enjoyed for 
many years , they lived in their last days in discourage­
ment and real hardship . 
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JOHN HENRY ROCHE 

Uncle John I knew very well and his wife, Daisy Moore , 
nee Cissell . He was born January 13, 1860, and died 
August 4, 1933 . Most of his life he spent as Secretary 
of the Baltimore School Board. Like Michael, Daisy was 
a devout Scientist . Toward the end of her life she in ­
herited a considerable fortune from oil fields in Texas 
and they moved to Washington where they built a beautiful 
French Norman house . Bill and I called on them there. 
One of her nephews lived with them and also a very 
religious Mrs . Skinner . For a time she lived at Wardman 
Park Hotel, driving occasionally to Baltimore to call on 
the Irvins . But the income somehow was used up. I called 
on her myself once in a nursing home in Kensington, Mary­
land, and felt she had a very falorn and lonely ending. 

Home of the Roche Family 
Mt . Washington , Baltimore 
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MARY AGNES ROCHE 

Ma ry Agnes Roche was born in Baltimore November 7 , 1861 , 
and was usually called "Mamie", a popular nickname at 
that time . She and Richard Gwinn were married June 2, 
1900, f r om Oak Crest, the Georgetown home of the George 
Washington Cissels, her sister - in - laws family . Tom and I 
once taking a walk v i sited this large frame house with 
a sloping terrace in front, tennis court behind and porches 
all around . Not many homes now have so much land . The 
recept i on there must have been very nice . The church was 
Saint Paul's and they went to Virginia Hot Spr i ngs on their 
wedding trip . 

The sweeping white lace dress with the choking high neck 
and long , tight sleeves which was her wedding dress I 
could never get into . But I have pictures of both Julianne 
Bowe and Gloria Yates "dressed up" and Martha ' s daughter , 
Margar et Casey was easily hooked into it. My own wedding 
dress of pale pink chiffon , short and wispy, now looks like 
some yellow web out of a sarcophagus. Her 1 900 well-made 
costumes are in the Chicago Historical Society . 

Only once I asked my father about her death and he said 
with bitter sadness that Dr. Ashby had not come and she 
would not have died in later medical days . She died March 
13, 1901, and is buried in Bonnie Brae. I was told that, 
overwhelmed by her death, my poor father had no idea that 
a child had survived and was amazed to be told that there 
was a perfectly healthy baby. His mother had had typhoid 
fever and gone down to Virginia to recuperate and so was 
not at hand for this emergency. As she hurried home to 
help him and me, two offers came at once to take the baby . 
My Aunt Nannie Frye had come from Saint Paul and wanted 
to take me back with her, but this was far away and my 
father declined. Mrs . Rosa Page, Will ' s wife , old and 
dear friends, who had three little daughters of their own, 
took care of me . So my home for a short time was at 917 
N. Calvert Street. The first time my birthday was cele­
brated was when I was thirteen and Mrs. Cornelius in Asbury 
gave me a surprise party. 
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The fact that everyone seemed so fond of my mother gives 
a glimpse of her nature which must have been very pleasing. 
She attended school at Mount Saint Agnes in Mount Washing­
ton and at Mount Aloysius in Cresson with her sister (later 
Sister Pauline) and her counsin Nina Irvin (later Mother 
Loyola.) . 

The rest of the family had married and gone away, but my 
mother remained at home taking care first of her father in 
his last illness and then of her mother. She was a bright 
woman and was especially talented in music, studying with 
Mr. Emanuel Wad and playing the organ in Saint Ignatius Church 
and doubtless at home singing "Sweet and Low" and "Who 
Is Sylvia?" Unfortunately I did not inherit either my 
father 's talent or hers. And since husband and sons 
were talented in other ways, music was never a part of this 
household . 

My sister, Martha, studied with Mr. Wad many years later, 
by that time a brilliant and eccentric old genius. When 
a great plumed hat obstructed his view at one concert, he 
reached under the seat for his own tall silk hat and put 
it on. At once indignant remarks were heard from behind 
and so both hats were removed together. A well- known 
figure in the Baltimore music world, Frederick Huber, met 
him one day and said, breezily, "You've no idea how strange 
you look in your new glasses !" Of course, Mr. Wad answered , 
"You ' ve no idea how strange you look through them." Well, 
fine music should have good audiences and at least I have 
had a chance to be a listener at many great programs. 



63 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

63 

66

WILLIAM EDWARD ROCHE 

Uncle Will was born January 9, 1869, and died June 30 , 1926, 
in Los Angeles. Born in Baltimore, he had spent most of 
his life in the East. He called on me at Trinity and was 
interested in a Trinity graduate, Jane M. Hoey, whom I hoped 
he would marry , but she continued her work for Governor Alfred 
E. Smith and various New York State agencies. Neither married. 
I believe his business was insurance. 

TERESA (Sister Pauline) 

The youngest of the family were 
the little Teresa, who died, and 
Teresa Carmelile born October 14 , 
1871, who was named for her. 
Sister Pauline joined the Mercy 
Order and spent her life teaching 
in the Convent and Academy of 
Mount Aloysius at Cresson and at 
Loretto, Pennsylvania, where she 
and my mother had been students. 
Though I saw her only at the 
times when she visited the Irvins 
on Charles Street, she was very 
devoted, wrote often and sent me 
what little gifts she could. The 
John Roc hes and I attended her 
funeral in Cresson in July, 1929. 

The Roche Monument , 
Bonnie Brae, 
Baltimore . 
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CRESSON , PENNSYLVANIA 

Mount Aloysius must have been one of the best known and 
well regarded Academies at the turn of the century . It 
was a main school of the Sisters of Mercy with a Mother ­
house at Loretto and a convent at Altoona. Within that 
Western Pennsylvania triangle the sisters lived, taught, 
nursed and moved around according to the needs of the people . 

The oldest nun we knew there was Mother Gertrude, Emma 
Cograve, sister of Mrs. Theodore Tack whose daughter 
Elizabeth became my stepmother. Mother Gertrude was Co­
Founder and Superior at Cresson and died there about 1924. 
In 1967 the Caseys and I drove to the opening of a splendid 
new building, "Cos grave Center". We were welcomed by a 
portrait of her by her nephew, Augus t us Vincent Tack . 

Among those who had been students there were my mother, 
Mary Agnes Roche, my aunt, Sister Paul ine (Teresa Roche) 
and their cousin, Sister Loyola ( Nina Irvin). I was truly 
with my mother when she died, having been born then, 
March 13, 1 901. In the summer of 1930 when Sister Pauline 
died, I left 1120 and Bill in 4D, where were were in charge 
of John and J ulianne, whi l e their parents vere in Europe, 
and went to her funeral in Cresson. My unclj~ John Roche, 
and Daisy were there. At that time I met one Sr. Rose, 
who was the aunt of Raymond Walters, quite old, but bright 
and alive. I carried on a correspondence for some years 
with Sister Loyola and her letters told me something of 
the Irvins of Baltimore. I have also a book, 11 S0 F irmly 
Anchored", which gives the history of Cresson, the 
Schwabs, and Western Pennsylvania. So these nuns (all in 
some way connected with me) brought together four families. 

The first time I saw Sister Pauline I must have been 
about four. My father took me on a pitch black night 
at Christmas - - to call at the wierd Baltimore convent 
warm and bright and full of nuns. I was awed, even scared. 
Pauline had made me a lovely white dress, with lace and 
embioidery. Unfortunately, it lasted until I was at least 
eight and I was miserable in it because of an embroidered 
label on the pocket, "baby" . 

Later I realized that she must have been enormously popular 
with all her students; there were crowds of all ages at 
her funeral. 
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I was sufficiently in touch with Sister Loyola to visit 
her during her last day s in their new hospital in Altoona. 
The Pennsylvania stopped conveniently at Cresson just 
beyond the Horseshoe Curve. 

We met later an artist, Bar on Benjamin T. von Lutze, who had 
known all those convents and had painted the Altoona Bishop 
and the Scbwabs . One of his landscapes was a gloomy temple 
with a flowing romantic fountain , plainly Italian , sur ­
rounded by dark foliage and under a threatening sky . All 
this was on the top of a hill, so it was a constant wonder 
how the wat er could get up. The quaint scene hung for years 
in 9A . 

At one point, the Baron, doubtless moved by his early reli ­
gious associations, gave up the world and though quite old 
by that time, entered Techny . He stood it there during 
the war years, but finally gave up when he found we had 
gone off the gold standard and they hadn ' t thought it 
important enough to mention. Nor did they consider the 
New York Times Sunday Rotogravure suitable for a monastery . 

MOUNT AI.OYWIUS .IUNIOtl c~•o•. CRESSON PCNNA 
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Adine Frye Papi-Baglioni 

Rodolfo Papi-Baglioni 



67 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

67 

70

Florence 
April 18, 1945 

Mary dear, 

I wrote you a letter in great baste having heard that a f r iend 
of mine was leaving for America . Instead when I took it to 
the house where she was staying I found she was leaving for 
America in two months time, so the letter was posted and I 
hope you have received it. Not being sure I will tell you 
again how we loved your letter and the photographs of you 
and Bill and the lovely boys. How I wish I could drop in 
on you and enjoy you all if only for five minutes . I also 
love what I can see of your flat. It seems a phenomenon 
to see a picture of people living normally, we are in such 
a mixup here . I will never b e in peace until I get back 
into a home of my own with my own furniture and the things 
I am fond of about me, and who knows when that will be . 
I can't yet get to the place to S=e what remains of my 
things . When Rodolfo's Mother died she left us an enormous 
family house together with his sister, the one in which the 
big salle d 1 armes is illustrated in that Baglioni book 
I gave you, but I am not at all fond of the place and 
besides since a year we have not gone there as it is too 
difficult to get back here again . 

Now that spring and the good weather have come I am thawing 
out my Ch ilb:ains after the perfectly infernal winter we 
passed, and am beginning to feel like a human being again . 
The waters along the Arno are lined with soldiers on leave 
sitting in the sun looking at the water just like the 
Neapolitans! Everyone is frightfully sorry about the 
death of Roosevelt, as he was a good friend to the Italians. 
I am so glad to see that the new President is extremely 
well spoken of . It is incredible that not even a bomb 
can get Mussolini and Hitler. 1 We must just wait patiently 
for the end and then see what destiny awaits us . 

Mary, I do beg of you and Bill to do all you can to get 
Rodolfo the agency for some American firms to see things 
for over here because only by hard work can one live in 
Italy with the enormous p rices and uncertainity about the 
money values after the war is ended . Is it necessary that 
we come to America for a short time to conclude something 
we will do it . But perhaps that won't be necessary. 
What do you think? We want to get things going as soon 

1 (Note: Mussolini was put to death by a firing squad of 
partisans near Dongo Lake Como April 28 , 1945, Hitler 
committed suicide in the ruined chancellery, Berlin, 
April 30, 1945,) 
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as they can be gotten over here . All things that surgeons 
need are also good things. The other day in a shop I asked 
for a pin and they told me that they had been all over 
Florence and hadn't been able to buy one. 

Mary dear, since I began this l etter Roosevelt (to the enor ­
mous regret of all Italians), Mussolini and Hitler are 
all dead and peace declared. It really seems a dream. 
I went to an open air Allied thanksgiving service and 
thought of you and Bill and how you would be celebrating. 
Now we will begin to know what is going to happen to 
Italy. Today, Ascension Day, the streets are crowded 
with army cars and trucks, officers and soldiers on thier 
way to who knows where? I imagine America . 

I really kept this letter over wanting to give you a per­
manent address as we have to leave this flat . The owner 
wants to return. This is four times I changed my place 
of living since September. It is impossible to find 
houses here. I simply don't sleep at night wondering 
where we will go . Now I want to get to Viareggio and see 
if we can get back into one house and what furniture we 
have left and if the Germans have taken all of our things, 
as in lots of houses in Viareggio homeless p eople have 
been lodged. If you send the letter to Torgiano it takes 
ages to get here . Better send it to this address: 

Marchese Medici 
12 via Coverelli 
Tornaquina, Florence 

One Torgiano address, a sure one, is 

Palazzo Baglioni 
Torgiano, Province of Perugia 

My sister- in - law came down from Perugia and stayed a few 
days with us. She is having her marriage annulled by the 
Church. It is eight years that she is trying to conclude 
this affair. It was a year since I had seen her and it was 
awfully nice to see someone of the family because sometimes 
I feel so isolated . notwithstanding that I have some very 
good friends here who have been angels helping me find 
food, etc . when there was simply nothing to eat here. How­
ever, I hate to bore people with my t roubles and everyone 
has so many of his own . 
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I hope I will soon have a letter from you and I love getting 
your letters. The Medici address will be perfec tly sure 
as they are great friends of ours and don't have to change 
houses every moment like us. Our best love to you both and 
hug the boys for me . I want to see if I can ' t find a way 
of sending them a little something Italian even if it is 
only a picture book . Love . 

Ad i ne 
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AJ!orre I 
, + 10- 1 JC,O 

N.B. - In qnesto albero genealogico non sono compresi cite i principali Baglioni d i 
cui tratta la presente monografia. e ne sono qnindi esclusi quelli del ram o francese, ed in 
g ran parte le donne. 

L 'abbre viazione cit. da ,·anti alle date sta a ind icare non I 'an no d i nascita ma qnello 
in c ui i personaggi hanno nome nelle vicende storiche. 

I BAGLIONI 
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IRVIN 

The big bible of t he Roches weighed about thirty pounds and 
doubtless had held down a par lor table at the Irvins . Open ­
ing it bet ween the Old and New Testaments she found what she 
had been looking for - - considerable family history. There 
Mazy discovered that grandmother Irvin was Emily "Ambrosia". 
Left a widow with a family of ten and a large brick home at 
1120 North Charles Street , always a good housekeeper, she 
opened a business and did very well. This fortunate venture 
developed into a profitable catering service . Naturally , 
the Gwinns had to be restrained from too frequent calls on 
the I rvins - - always a great treat in the cool, dark mahogany­
panelled dining room with its dignified hospitality and wel ­
coming hosts . Miss Emily, her sisters and children prospered 
for forty years and after her death and the death of Miss 
Minnie and Miss Tedie, Emily , her daughter, Mrs . Charles 
Kohler , carried on . When the Kohler children were grown and 
the days of fine ingredients and small businesses were over , 
they retired and left such efforts to larger companies . 

CHARLES STREET 

At Saratoga Street where the Great Fire stopped before O' Neill's 
store in 1904 , and where Bill bought his wedding tie , Charles 
Street was an impressive succession of shops and homes. The 
businesses were largely silver , Stieff, Kirk, Jenkins and 
Schofield, small galleries, banks and fine stores. The homes 
she remembers were those of Cardinal Gibbons, and later 
Archbishop Curley, the Walters Family , now the Art Gal l ery , 
and Jerome Napoleon Bonaparte's big house . There were some 
fine early brick ones too with grill work , balcon i es and 
gardens , not unlike New Orleans. Beyond Center Street up 
the hill was General Andrew Jackson who maintained utter 
calm and a dead pan , on a furious, rearing charger; then 
came the Washington Monument (which she climbed up only 
once with the infatigable Mary McDevitt) . Across was the 
Peabody Institute, which her parents knew. A block away 
Mr . Mencken lived and Emmanuel Wad who taught her mother 
and later Martha . Then came the Stafford where Richard 
Gwinn lived during his days of widowhood and where the 
Bowes in 1946 spent the last Christmas visiting mother . 
The Baltimore and Maryland Clubs were next and between them 
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was 917 and 919, where the Battelles lived and where they 
boarded . From there she went to the Visitat i on , made her 
First Communion and was Confirmed all on the same day by 
Cardinal Gibbons. From Read Street where Mayor Preston 
lived it climbed to Chase and the Belvedere , then on past 
the Irvin ' s home to Mount Royal Avenue (where Mary and George 
Page lived in the Mount Royal Apartments and they in the 
Saint Paul) and so across Jones Falls to the Pennsylvania 
Station . 

THE SAINT PAUL 

Betty was born in New York at the home of the Tacks and 
Nancy out in Mount Washington, but Martha was born in the 
Saint Paul . From those windows in town we could see and 
count strings of a hundr ed frei~ht cars beyond the three 
little parks where we used to play . Their window sills 
were comfortably wide, but gritty . Mount Royal Avenue 
was very wide and traffic tore north to the station and 
cars swept west and they met in continual crashes at the 
corner. Every meal found us leaping to the windows . Street 
crossing lights put an end to all that . The children 
walked down to the " Viz " at Park and Center in the winter 
and went by trolley to Mount Saint Agnes in the spring and 
fall . All this time Mazy was going to school in Asbury , but 
for Grades VII and VIII she came to Baltimore and walked 
up to the Margaret Brent Public School on Saint Paul Street . 
During her four high school years, they stayed in Asbury 
and she graduated from the Asbury Park High School . 
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ELIZABETH 
JOSEPHINE 

(TACK) 
GWINN 

Mother was born April 7 , 1872, and died November 7, 1946 . 
The Tack Family lived in New York and most of the children 
grew up in the house at 112 West 82nd Street. She and her 
sister went to the Convent of the Sac red Heart on 54th 
St reet. I first met Mother at Deal where her family went 
for several summers and my father came up to visit us at 
Sydney Avenue, the home of his own mother , Bessie and me . 
In those days hats were plumed , jackets were boned and 
skirts were sweeping the ground . Elizabeth's parents we r e 
a handsome pair. Theodore Tack had beautiful white hair 
and moustache and was a very engaging person . His wife 
was somewhat taller, quite regal and very pleasant . He 
with hi s brothers had organized at their home in Pittsbur gh 
the American Oil Development Company (A . O. D. ) which at that 
time was a pioneer industry. He also was the organizer of 
the Royal Typewriter Company and these two efforts were the 
main interests of the family. 



72 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

72 

79

My father and step - mother were married October 29, 1907 , 
in the Church of the Blessed Sacrement, New York City. 
They lived at the St . Paul Apartment s in Baltimore , 
Betty , their first daughter, was born at 112 West 82nd 
Street; Martha, the second, at the St . Paul , and 
Nancy in their house in Mount Washington . I visited 
my father and the new family as often as I could and 
had enormous fun with the three sisters . It was a jolly 
and a musical household; though I could never contribute 
to the singing, I added what levity I could, especially 
during my years at Trinity when we were never lacking 
in theatricals and jokes . 

I used to enjoy very much going to Lexington Market with 
Mother or , indeed, shopping at all . She not only knew 
all the strategic stalls and shops, but the interests 
and family events of all the people with whom she traded . 
She would have a g i ft for a new baby or a word of sympathy 
for the latest misfortune. We would take the streetcar 
back with a choice load of Maryland's freshest, ripest 
produce, There and at Mount Washington she was a fine 
housekeeper and a most kind and affectionate person. I 
had the happiness and comfort of being her oldest daughter . 

1809 Dixon Road 
Mount Washington 
Baltimore, Maryland 
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the jury cases . Captain Albert V. Becker was Chairman of 
the I ndustrial Commission for many years and he and Bill 
had served in the same unit in the National Guard , of 
which General Abel Davis was Commander . 

William John Bowe 
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WILLIAM J. BOWE 
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Mary Gwinn Bowe 
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MARY GWINN BOWE 

Before Chicago 

Mary Agnes Gwinn was born in Baltimore, Maryland, the only 
child of Richard Gwinn and Mary Agnes Roach, both of whom 
were also born in Baltimore. Her mother died at her birth 
and she was raised by her paternal grandmother, Elizabeth 
Burns Gwinn, and spent her early years in Washington , D,C , 
and in Deal Beach, New Jersey. When she was six her father 
married Elizabeth Tack of New York. One sister, Elizabeth 
Gwinn, died in 1966 in Baltimore . Martha, Mrs . John D. 
Casey, lives in Chicago, and Nancy, Mme . Jacques Riboud, 
in Paris . 

Her first school was the Visitation Convent in Washington, 
the present site of the Mayflower Hotel . On receiving 
First Communion and being Confirmed by Cardinal Gibbons 
at the Visitation Convent in Baltimore , she felt that 
some day certainly she would become a nun. This wore off . 
She was graduated from the Public Grammar and High Schools 
of Asbury Park, New Jersey, and received her A.B . from 
Trinity College, Washington, D.C., having majored in 
Latin and English. She was quite pleased with herself 
on finishing at Trinity, but her father said, 11 You are 
not ready for any work until you can go with assurance 
into an office, since you do not want to teach." This 
took the wind out of her sails , but it was true . So 
at once she started at the Strayer's Business College; 
walking downtown early each morning with her father, she 
spent a happy and a useful winter at home . 

That summer she had been a counsellor at a Camp Tegawitha 
in Mount Pocono, Pennsylvania, owned by Miss Mary Angela 
Lynch of Philadelphia . She joined the fifty counsellors 
and taught athletics to the two hundred girls, 8-18. 
She missed the summers at Deal and the ocean and she 
meant to take the summer course for women at Oxford. 
But each year she put it off because the job was so 
interesting, so congenial and so very pleasantly athletic . 
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When my mother died at my birth I was not without friends , though 
mama was down in Georgia recuperating from scarlet fever. mary and 
Bessie wrote her that if she would take the baby they would take 
complete charge of it. Tom was quite young. At the same time my 
mother 's sisters were there, Sister Pauline who couldn 't help much 
and Nannie Roche who had married mr. Paul Frye of St. Paul and had a 
home and two children of her own and was anzious to take her sister's 
baby. my father resolved this in favor of keeping his child near at 
home in his own family. meanwhile Will Page's wife took me in and I 
was tided ove r with these old friends o f my father for a few days un­
til mama could get back to 1225 Connecticut Avenue in Washington -
the house she rented from old mrs . Okie. Among the people who stayed 
there with us were several senators whose names I do not r emembe r 
and the Honorable and Mrs. James Hamil ton Lewis. 

At this time I was very small and went to school a couple of blocks 
away at th e Force School. Tom had already taught me to read and I 
started in the Second Grade after a disgusting reading test on "Chicker 
Little" which I considered too silly for anything. I remained there 
for the incubation of measles and that ended my publ ic school i ng i n 
the District. Later on mama, mary and I had an apartment at the 
Rochambeau next to the original red brick Army and Navy Club on 
Connecticut between Farragut and Lafayette Squares. From the roof I 
watche d the unveiling of the statue of Baron von Steuben (by William 
Howard Taft). I had seen the President often from the bay window at 
1225 in the Sunday morning Promenade. From the Rochambeau I had the 
choice of two parks to skate in. One day I came home in triumph--! 
had not fallen down once. my next school was down the avenue of 
Qouble chestnut trees to the Convent of the Visitat i on--on which spot 
is now the Hotel Mayfl ower. There I learned both to open and close 
the windows and doors and to count to one hundred, all in French . 
Though I never forgot all this, unfortunately I never added another 
French word to it until I fo und myself in France on my wedding trip. 
Mary loved French and took part in the plays of the French Club and 
was sad that through high school and college I allowed myself to be ­
come absorbed by German and Latin. I, too, have been sad and em­
barrassed by this, first because Julia and her associa tions with 
France were both important and gratifying (even La Carela francais 
admitted me because they admired her so much) and because of Nanc y 's 
marriage into the large, friendly and vociferous Riboud family with 
whom we visited- -in English--on so many hospitable occasions. 

I had always considered that I owned mama . She belonged to me though 
grandmother and grandchild were an undemonstrative pair. mary, Bessie 
and Torn were too grown up to matter . Richard, my fat he r , was some 
8istance away, but mama was always there, representing everybody . My 
two parents were in one and I was always her peer . She never talked 
down to me or was over-attentive . She assumed I'd follow anything 
reasonable if it was explained. She set up early standards of be­
havior for little girls, "This is right and you do it. That is wrong 
and you don't do it". And, "Observe and do yo ur own thinking . Adulb 
are not always right but you don't have to tell them". If I was in 
doubt about dn invitation or just didn ' t want to go, it was a great 
comfort just to say, 11 my grandmother won 't let me" . But it was from 
Mary I heard, "Stand up straight. Keep neat and clean. Speak clear l \ 
and don ' t attract attention to yourself". 
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We always got out of Washington in the summer. My first two years 
mama and Bessie took me wi th a nur se to a hotel in Asbury Park where 
I did ve r y well and from which Mama had an opportunity to look around 
for a house. She settled on 58 Sydney Avenue , Deal Beach , where we 
spent the next twenty summers. This house was planned by a builder 
for hi s own large family and had twelve bedrooms . I t was clapboard 
on the lower half and sh i ngles above, th e pattern of many of the 
summer homes there in the 1900's. A wide porch ran around three sides 
and there was always a br ee ze . The large oak door was Dutch and div i ­
ded across the middle so it could be left half open . Inside the wood 
was all light oak and th e walls were always painted pale green , Mama 
liked to go to Sloan ' s for their Washington auctions and much of the 
furniture came from there . She had no great amount of money and Mary 
and Richard helped out , b u t she f ollowed the custom o f all impoverished 
southern families after the war and welcomed boarder s . So various 
couples and families from New York stayed with us summer after summer . 
There were never too many and it was all very manageable an d fr i endly. 
Three in help made this possible : William Johnson, waiter , gardener 
and handyman; Rachael Henderso n , a great cook; a nd a maid , c hanging 
each year . The other two stayed twenty years . As Deal had no stores, 
mama and I used to go to market taking the trolley to Asbury. Other­
wise I was pretty free to suit myself . She never permitted me to be 
used for household jobs or errands and she encouraged my playing with 
the many children all around. 

As a result I went for years with the Bohlings who summered across the 
street at the Hathaway Inn. These little sisters fo ught like ca ts un ­
less I was with them and the mother counted more on me than on their 
German nurse . We went bathing at the Deal Cas i no where I learned to 
Swim with water wings; we went to amusement places , merry-go-rounds , 
drives and concerts at the Ocean Grove Auditorium , the great methodist 
Camp Meeting headquarters , which held 10,000 and had gr eat programs . 
I remember annually hea r ing John McCormicK and Galli-Curci and the 
wonderful organ portrayal of "the Storm" , more powerful and chilling 
than Nature's best effort . We were very mobile with Stutz and driver. 
About 1910 Mama let me go up to New York t a spend Christmas with them 
at 286 Convent Avenue . Tom took me up and I carried as gi fts t o Alice 
and Dorothy the ultimate in luxury--two gold thimbles. Their house 
was large and lively but I remember mainly seeing marguerite Clark in 
"Snow White " . 

mama paid great attenti on to my schooling. She knew that th e public 
schools of New Jersey were among the best and Asbury Park was outstand­
ing . She expected me to study and do well. The idea of "not passing" 
was a nightmare in elementary school. In high school I had no obses ­
sion with college because it was not until my senior year that I knew 
ther e was money for it. I had to make a sudden l urch : I took entr ance 
exams in some subjects I had never even had--French for exampl e ! I 
was offered a scholarship to the College of New Rochelle which I de ­
c l ined. Fortunately my Asbury marks were very good and I went one week 
l ate to Trini ty. 

After the usual beauti ful autumns, when northeasters were piling up, 
mama a nd I would shutter the house, have the water t urned off, tell 
mr. Carroll the pol i cema n, and go South for the winter . She went t o 
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150jo i n ma r y and Tom and I to Join my father , step - mother and Betty , 
martha and Nancy. Bessie went to New York to continue her teaching. 
Bu t when it came to h i gh school mama and I spent the four snowy 
wi nters in Asbur y ; she said i t was hard enough to switch about in 
grammar school -- the subjects never fitted togethe r--but it was idiotic 
to fool with such a schedule in high school . So she suffered the dull ­
ness of four bitter winters in a hotel in Asbury . I think for her 
the boredom was worse than the cold. But the Corneliuses were near 
and very fri endly and Elza, merial and Gretchen and I lived an in ­
spired life of basket - ball and gay high school sociability. Rachel 
Guerin, Isabelle Goorley, Elza, merial and I were State Champions 
and brought great hono r to the A.P.H.S. ! 

Although she was a rather thin person , mama stood straight and looked 
well. Her features were fine and her manner was pleasant and bright. 
Never did I hear her make un unkind remark about anyone and gossip was 
not a part of her life . As a freshman at Trinity I remember making a 
true but unnecessary comment about a girl who, I discovered , was stand­
ing right behind me . I learned that lesson and thereafter did the 
rig ht thing, if for the wrong reasa, . I also noticed that any d i sparag­
ing remark went instantly back to the person together with the name of 
the one who said it, while a compliment died on the vine or went un­
cred i ted. 

mama sewed beautifully until her eyes began to fail . The last dress 
she made for me was pink crepe to wear to a party given by the "Poor 
Rockefellers" . After that she read on l y business letters and of cours e 
the "Times" . She taught me sewing but not cooking becasue of the summer 
setup. I was discouraged from hanging around the kitchen when there 
were people in the house and Rachael was there. However , I loved to 
carve and got some fun out of that when I could--at Deal , at Trinity 
and at Camp . If the house had been for our family on l y I'd have 
managed to learn something about cooking but unfortunately this void 
was never filled . 

During my first year at college mama lived in Washington, taking a room 
with a family just over the AveAtine on First Street. This was con ­
venient for me and I ran over to see her most afternoons but it was a 
depressing place for her . One nice family named Boldtmann, a mother 
and two daughters, lived there too and they were pleasant and friendly , 
but they went off to various offices all day and the couple who owned 
the house were sour and dreary and had a horribl~ little boy . Also her 
one window looked out over a nice green stretch, unfortunately a ceme ­
tery. I realized later how lonely she must have bean. Tom called ofter 
but she was getting a little beyond going out alone and there was nothir 
whatever to do in someone else's house. The second year she moved to 
Baltimore and lived with mary and George Page at the mo unt Royal . Her 
daughter and son-in- law we r e devoted to her and most welcoming. Next 
door too was the Saint Paul Apartments where my father and mothe r and 
Betty, Martha and Nancy lived. In Baltimore she lived more comforatbly 
and suitably for the next two years . Bessi e told me later how seriws 
she felt about my having a college education . At least my deg r ee was 
in sight although she did not live to see me graduate. She died may 4, 
1922. 
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"Hazel Dell" Palos Park, Illfno.is 
1 2 3rd Street and 93rd Avenue 
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MARY GWINN BOWE 

Chicago 

Looking back over fifty years certain things are very clear 
and some interests and activities seem to fall into a 
pattern of decades . In the first place , we always lived 
in the co-operative, 1120 Lake Shore Drive . Although we 
were in apartment 9A for twelve years, in 2B for eight , we spent 
the rest of the years in 4B. The first ten years when 
there were no children were spent in work, entertainment 
and travel . The Bowes made a tremendous contribution to 
the law, to safety in industry and to better conditions 
for the working man of Chicago. Bowe & Bowe always re ­
presentated the plaintiff and were authorities in the 
fields of personal injury, workman ' s compensation and 
negligence. Through their efforts many Illinois laws were 
strengthened against dangerous industrial conditions, 
uninsured automobiles and similar preventable hazards. 
A few new diseases cropped up: silicosis, asbestosis, 
and other factory - oriented forms of pneumonoconiosis. 
The work of their wives consisted of volunteering in a 
useful but endless succession of exciting and worthwhile 
organizations. Bill and Mary went to Europe almost 
every summer, dividing with Julia and Gus the four month 
vacation when the courts were closed. 

Members of the household in the first decade were Omar 
I and Omar II, beautiful supercilious red Persian cats 
who were at home in every chair and left f ine, long 
yellow hair for all the gentlemen ' s black suits. When 
Dick was born the cat went . Then Dorothea Sullivan said, 
"You can ' t raise a boy without a dog" so one of her black 
Scottish terriers moved in , Dougal the First . The puppy 
joined the baby carriage on all trips around the neigh­
borhood . All were exceedingly well-behaved in public -­
a short leash helped. Logical goldfish , t urtles and 
birds followed, all of which gave great pleausre before 
they succumbed. A sad moment was when Rudolf Serkin was 
playing the Baldwin, Omar pushed the goldfish bowl over 
into the open piano . It's not easy to get distraught 
fish out from under the strings. The canaries used to 
love to f l y about landing as they do on whoever wears 
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glasses . One day an ailing bird was found walking slowly 
ac r oss the living room, nudged gently along by Dougal , the 
dog . When Dougal I was very sick , it was a sad trio i ndeed 
who wheeled him over to the vet ' s in the baby carriage. 
When the boys were b igger it fell to the lot of Bill , Sr . 
and me to walk Dougal II. If we went out to walk twice a 
day and enjoyed the exercise and fresh air , also the bitter 
winds and the snow , it was the Scottie we had to thank . 
Although Gus liked animals well enough , he was not as fond 
of them as we were, a~d yet he wrote: 

Did your dog have four feet 
Four muddy feet and rain- wet mane, 
Short legs, clumsily fleet , 
Ears that glistened in the rain? 

Did he look at me as though 
His look could make a friend of foe? 
Did his muzzle nudge my knee 
Pleading never to be free? 

After the anti - Catholic disturbances preceeding the 1928 
election of Herbert Hoover, when Governor of New York 
Alfred E . Smith was thought to be in danger of being 
elected to the presidency, the NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 
CHRISTIANS AND JEWS was formed to combat the Klu Klux 
Klan and the general hatred of Jews and Catholics and to 
try to establish a movement for Brotherhood. ~ewton D. 
Baker , Charles Evans Hughes, Dr. S . Parkes Cadman , 
Carlton J . H. Hayes and Roger William Straus were the 
founders. In Chicago John P. McGoorty, Charles Gates 
Dawes and Albert Lasker were the founding chairmen . In 
Gus Bowe's living room , with Julia helping, there gathered 
Father Cardinal, Rabbi Mann, Jim Yard and others to carry 
on the work here . With meetings, benefit luncheons and 
services of all kinds, Julia and Mary served on the Women's 
Committee for more than thirty years . 

The magazine "POETRY", founded by Harriet Monroe, was about 
to disappear. Gus, who became President of the Modern 
Poetry Association, and Julia , with many good friends, 
some poets , some not , worked to save it, eventually putting 
it on its feet. With benefits, lectures, readings by 
poets, dinners, auctions and contributions , they supported 
and enjoyed the magazine . 
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The next demand was AID TO GREECE. Mar y found he rs e l f 
and a number of others working for this distant cause . 
Truman was President and later she was reminded of all 
this when she wal ked down President Tr uman Boulevar d in 
Athens . 

Mlle . Berte Ca~sel_!_e, a teacher of Fren c h and a friend of 
many years not only gave lessons, but offered one day 
this spiritual bit : 

Une Jeune fille de Dijon 
Qui n'avait nulle trace de religion , 
Dit, 'Je suis fichu 
Avec Toute la foule bourrue 
Lepere, le fils et le pigeon. 

Now came Robert Sargent Schriver , Jr ., President of the 
Chicago School Board, with an invitation to join the CATHOLIC 
INTERRACIAL COUNCIL and raise money for teacher scholarships, 
particularly for Negro high schools . This lead to a succession 
of annual benefits , of whom Belefont's was the first. The 
programs continued through the years when the policies of 
the Catholic Church were under pressure and there was less 
than perfect communication with Cardinals Stritch, Meyer 
ane Cody since the Council did not have the official sanction 
of the Church. Its membership was deeply disturbed at the 
mounting disaffection with the rigid, long-term relationships 
between the clergy and laity. Paul Elward, who was also 
her godson, was a powerful voice in this group . 

The COMMUNITY FUND OF CHICAGO first drew her into its work 
in the 30's when she simply wrote personal letters to persons 
picked out as civic V.I.P.'s. Going from committee to 
committee year after year, she wound up in 1957 as Chairman 
of the Women ' s Division. This was no dull job since at 
that time there were 1400 on the committee . This city - wide 
service coordinated the work of 179 different agencies of 
which the three Federations were the l argest: the Jewish, 
the Lutheran and the Catholic, each having a number of 
other agencies under it. 

At the same time she served on the WELFARE COUNCIL . This 
particular committee of 40 concerned itself only with 
Child Care Institutions . She was one of the few with no 
agen~y connection. There were 10 other sub-committees 
dealing with other services: the Aged, Medical and so on . 
Chicago was a most eoonomical place, Eve r y dollar was 
used to the utmost and the budgets were scrutinized and 
argued about in detail , It was necessary to do the most 
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thorough study on agency reports before going to the 
rev iewing meetings . Finally the proper funds were allotted, 
with allowance for logical expansion and no repetition of 
mistakes. She was not a part of the distribution and handled 
no money . 

At the Century of Progress a number of women ' s Liberal Arts 
colleges banded together , formed the WOMAN ' S COLLEGE BOARD 
and provided a place for visiting alumnae to meet, offering 
in their headquarters college entrance material for inquiring 
students. The first colleges, twenty in number -- including 
Trinity -- were given space in the Time-Fortune Building . 
The first job was to furnish the good sized lounge . Mrs. Bruce 
MacLeish and she agreed on the Dunbar Company of Indiana , 
who worked out a modern and suitable area for the alumnae . 
It was so popular and well-attended that after the second 
year when the Fair closed , a small office at 30 North Michigan 
was opened , where the services have continued ever since . 

There soon were thirty colleges and the Board began college 
counselling for high school girls , put out a handbook of 
information about the members, started a speakers bureau, 
had conferences on admissions , organized alumnae study 
groups , conducted a biennial educational forum and followed 
Mrs. Ward ' s suggestion for starting KNOW YOUR CHICAGO . The 
last was a series of public lectures followed by explanatory 
tours with prominent authorit ies speaking and outstanding 
and critical places, industries and buildings visited, al l 
with a view to learning more about the city. In 1955 she was 
president of this Board. General committee work included 
laying out such tours as: Chicago as a publishing center 
(Scott Foresmann and Rand McNally), the Steel Industry 
(U . S . Steel mills), religious places of worship (Fourth 
Presbyterian Church, Temple Emanuel and the Quigley Chapel), 
the courts and the Jail , and many others. 
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The years at TRINITY COLLEGE in Washingt on have been spoken 
o f . In a way they were continued in Chicago. Mary was 
President of the local Chapter in 1930 and 1931, about 
t wo hundred alumnae , was a member of the Boar d of Trustees 
of the College in the 40 1 s , Chairman for the Class o f 1923 
a number of times and head of Special Gifts f o r the Fiftieth 
Anniversary Drive in 1950 ; and Chicago Chairman of the 
1968- 69 New Resources Program and was a generally active 
alumna . 

Then began the LATIN SCHOOL period . John and Julianne 
Bowe had both been students there and Raymond Walters, 
although there only a short time , had had his first big 
job as Editor of the Kindergarten News . Julia and Mary 
went to the first Latin Bridge-Tea in 1929. Although 
the boys have long since finished, in 1969 she still finds 
herself working at something fo r the school . Richard 
stayed at Latin through Grade VIII. He was then a very 
big boy, had lived in an atmosphere of war excitement, 
and he was happy to be going off to St . Thomas Military 
Academy in St . Paul where he went to high school . Bill 
stayed at Latin until he went off to col l ege at Yale ; 
Dick went to Loyola in Chicago . At one point Mary was 
Class Mother for each class the boys were in and was 
Pres i dent of the Parents' Council the year the Boys ' 
Latin and the Girls ' Latin schools merged and became 
the Latin School of Chicago . 

All this whil~ Julia and Mary had been helping with what 
was called the LOWER NORTH CENTER , actually a settlement 
house serving the very depr i ved fami l ies just to the west . 
The benefits and rummage sales and programs gradually grew 
very extensive, serving the two - thousand units of the 
Mother Cabrini Homes . Final ly a municipal step to combine 
these and similar services in one headquarters was taken, 
putting some half - dozen together under the title of 
CHICAGO YOUTH CENTERS. 

For a non - musical person, she had a number of musical 
interests. In 1928 they supported the RUSSIAN TRIO , 
so called because its key person was Russian . It is now 
the "PRC MUSICA SOCIETY" and Martha has been working for 
and with it for many years. In Berlin when Betty and Marth a 
were studying with the Schnabels , they had known Rudolf 
Serkin . He , Adolf Busch and Irene had visited i n Chicago. 
Serkin wanted to establish the MARLBORO SUMMER SCHOOL OF 
MUSIC in Vermont , using the facilities of Marlboro College . 
He told Martha , Dosha (later Mrs . Rene Devries) and Mary 
that his trip to South America was to raise funds for it . 
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Anxious to help him , they p resented a little later a benefit 
program at the Arts Club with Agatha Lewis, Soprano , and 
Theodore Lettvin , Pianist, the artists, raising the magnifi ­
cent sum of $600.00. Through the CHICAGO COLLEGE CLUB , 
of which Mary was a member until it disappeared from 30 
North Michigan , she became interested in the WOMAN'S 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA under Ebba Sundstrom and helped that 
as long as it was in existence . These staid and talented 
ladies gave up during World War II when they were playing 
formal concert music in the YAR restaurant then on East 
Walton. 

They attended the Thursday night concerts during the years 
of Frederick Stock and after that they were just as faithful 
when Hans Lange and Desire Defauw took over, both of whom 
lived in "1120" . Mary is still on the Woman's Committee 
of the ORCHESTRAL ASSOCIATION. 

The Bowes were tremendou s opera lovers from the last of the 
performances in the old Auditorium in 1929, having followed 
the Chicago Grand Opera Company , the Chicago Opera Association 
and the Chicago Civic Opera Company through the bleak period 
when there was no opera at all . Then the San Carlo came 
and Fortuno Galli with very moderate prices and good , but 
not expensive, voices. Finally in 1954 The Lyric Theatre , 
later called the LYRIC OPERA , surprised Chicago by coming 
into a strong existence . Carol Fox with Nicola Rescigno 
and Lawrence V. Kelly were to be thanked for this incredible 
effort, even though thei r first season wa s only three weeks . 
In the early 30's they attended often with the Harold Rays. 
He had been business manager at the old opera and continued 
in that position under Samuel Insull , bringing us very close 
to the opera. the house activities and the singers. When 
the Lyric Opera Women's Board came into existence, Mary was 
invited to be a member and has been active on it for sixteen 
years, concentrating on their educational projects for the 
school children and the colleges. Gus had done the major 
legal work of establishing the Lyric under Carol Fox . 

As a complete non - French speaking person, Mary was an 
appreciative member for a number of years of "LE CERCLE 
FRANCAIS" . This group of amiable ladies with varying 
degrees of p~oficiency in that languag e did not object 
to her presence among them for lessons , lectures and tea. 
She enjoyed it all and at one point even presented a brief 
reading herself -- for which short effort she prepared 
intensively, "Le Vase Brise ! " 



135 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

135 

158

She was invited by Mr . Edward Ryerson, the moving force 
for the Chicago Educational Television Association, to 
join their Board of Trustees in 1955, Naturally, since 
there were no funds and the public had to be sold on a 
non-existent service, the first thing was a benefit. With 
Mrs. Glen Lloyd she launched this at the Racquet Club , 
through the Metropolitan's Opera "Andrea Chenier", and 
a proper $10 , 000 was raised for W.T.T.W . , CHANNEL ELEVEN. 

In between benefits she served as a juror in the Cook 
County Court in 1953 when John Babb was Sheriff. The 
same year, she and Julia Bowe helped the Art Institute 
Emergency Fund Drive in welcoming the families of the 
American Bar Association during their Chicago Convention. 

They were a part of the transition of che old Auditorium 
Hotel property, scene of so many memorable evenings of 
opera into the new ROOSEVELT UNIVERSITY . Here they were 
part of a Women's Scholarship Committee, giving annual 
bazaars, sales and services for several years when Rudolf 
Ganz was helping everyone and when a little money went a · 
long way. 

In working with large groups, she found herself in the 
crowded decade of the 50's with the Chicago Division of 
the AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY . She remembers benefits, 
meetings and a new emphasis on medicine and a very big 
fund drive. 

During World War II she and her husband helped in the sale 
of WAR BONDS with a neighbor and Col. George Langhorne . 
All were in 1120 and their area was Near North . When 
she was able to have the services of one Miss Cederberg to 
spend the day with the boys , she offerPd her services to 
Passavant Hospital, where the children were born . Al~ 
hospitals were short of help . 

Having had some office experience, she was shown at once 
to the Records Room where they were far behind, where 
she stayed one year until they went into mechanical reports 
and filing . Next, she and Julia became GRAY LADIES and for 
the rest of the War directed and worked in the library of 
PASSAVANT HOSPITAL . Then they were able to have a full 
time librarian, so she continued library work for the Navy 
at the WESLEY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL. 

She was a director of the Chicago Information Service 
1954-1970, a braoch of the League of Women Voters. 
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159While Bill was at Yale, his parents visited him in New Haven 
a number of times, seeing him off to Europe in 1 63 and 
going with Chesley to the New York World's Fair in 1 64. 

They had their final trip to Europe in 1962, flying back 
and forth with the Chicago Bar Association group, visiting 
the Ribouds in Paris and flying to Madrid. Without hurrying, 
they especially enjoyed the travels in Northern Spain. 

Having taken so many splendid trips vith her husband in 
Europe and the United States, after his death Mary continued 
her travels, going to the Middle East and to South and 
Central America , and in 1968, with Mary McDevitt, around 
the world . 
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1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

TRAVELS 1928-1962 

Bill and Mary 

"Ile de France"(E); "George Washington"(W) 
Paris , Lausanne , the Riviera , Venice, Geneva, 
Cologne, Frankfor t , the Rhine, Namur, Paris , 
London . 

"Majestic"(E); Rochambeau(W) 
Auto des Vacances; Paris, Marsailles, Ste. Maxime , 
Aix les Bains, Grasse , Cannes , Florence , Paris , 
Connonais , le Havre . 

"Lafayette" ( E); Britannic ( W) 
Paris , Blois , the Loire , La Baule, Angers, Dinard , 
Dinan , Renne , Deauville , London, Dublin, Cobb. 

"Saturnia"(E); " Berlin"(W) 
Gibraltar , Algiers, Naples , Patras , Portorose, 
Venice , Trieste , Budapest , Innsbruck, Paris, 
LeTouquet , le Havre . 

"Lafayette"(E)(W) 
Paris , Nevers , Lyons , Arles , Ste . Maxime, Digne, 
Grenoble , Dinon, Paris. 

"Century of Progress" - Chicago . 

"Champlain" ( E); " Exeter" ( W) 
Paris, Grenoble, Aix les Bains , Chindrieux 
(wedding of Nancy and Jacques) , Marsailles, 
Majorca , Barcelona, Carcasonne , Paris . 

"Champla in" (E)(W) 
Paris, Cabourg, Deauville , Trouville, Villers, 
Etretat , le Havre. 

. .. .... 
"Westernland" (E) ; "Pennland" (W) ,_ 
London , Stratford , Llangollen, Peebles, Otterburn , 
York , Cambridge , London , Brussles , Malines , 
Louvain, Antwerp. 

Circle to California by rail 
Banff , Lake Louise, Vancouver, Victoria , Salem , 
San Francisco , Santa Barbara , Los Angles ~ San 
Diego , Tia Juana , Grand Canyon , Kansas City , 
Chicago . 
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1937 

1938 
1939 

1951 

1955 

1962 

1963 

TRAVELS 1928- 1962 (Continued) 

Washington , Skyline Trail , Va ., W. Va ., Ohio . 

Lawsonia, Menaqua, Marquette , Gwinn, Mich., 
Mackinac , Ottawa , Montreal , Quebec , Murray 
Bay , Saganay River, Brunswick , Boston , New 
London , New York City, Deal , Baltimore , 
Chicago . 

" Queen Mary "{E ); "Vulcania"(W) 
Paris , Zurich , St . Moritz, Milan, Florence, 
Rome , Naples. 

Bill and Mary - Baltimore, "Gateway City" 
Waterman Line to Florida , Havana , Cuba, St . 
Petersburg , Baltimore , Chicago . 

Dick to Europe with S.I . T .A. from Qu ebec. 
Flew back . 

Bill and Mary 
"Air Canada" - Bar Association 
London , Paris, Pau , Lourdes, Bilbao , 
Santander , Madrid, Toledo , Avila , Paris. 

Bill , Jr. to Europe - Irish Air Lines. 
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1966 

1966 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Trave l s - Mary Bowe 

Middle East 
France , etc . 

Central America 
Guatemala , etc . 

Eastern United States 
Cresson, etc. 

Around the World 

South America 
Brazil, etc. 

United States 
Florida, etc . 

Mexico, etc . 

Cook 

Field Museum Tour 

With the Caseys 

Four Winds 
(with Mary McDevitt) 

Field Museum Tour 

Trinity College 
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1966 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Travels - Mary Bowe 

Fran ce - Paris 
Italy - Rome 
Egypt - Ca iro, Gi za, Memphis , Luxor, Thebes 
Lebanon - Be irut , Byblos, Baalbek 
Syria - Demanscus 
Jor don - Jerusalem , Bethlehem 
Israel - Tel Aviv 
Greec e - Athen s 
Fran ce - Paris 
England - London 

Guatemala - Guatemala City , Antigua , Chich icastenango, Tikal 

Cresson, Washington, New York, Ossining , Niagra , Detroit , 
Chi cago 

United States - San Francisco , Hawaii 
Japan - Tokyo, Kyoto , Nikko, Nara, Hakone, Osaka 
Twiwan (Formosa) - Taipei 
Hong Kong (British ) - Hong Kong 
Macao (Portugese) 
Thailand - Bangkok 
Cambodia. - Phnom Penh , Angkor Wat 
Thailand - Bangkok 
Malaysia - Singapore , Joho re 
India - Calcutta. 
Nepal - Katmandu 
I ndia - Agra, Benares (Varanasi) , Taj Mahal 
Pak istan West - Srinegar , Kashmir, Lake Dal 
India - New Delhi 
Iran - Teheran, Isfahan, Shiraz, Persepolis 
Syria - Damascus 
Turkey - Istanbul 
Greece - Athens, Gree k Isles : Crete , Rhod es, Kos , 

Delos, Mykonos 
Italy - Milan 
France - Par is 
England - London 
United States - New York , Chicago 

Brazil - Salvador, Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo , Belo 
Horizonte , Brasilia , Manaus, Falls of Iguacu 

Argentina - Iguacu 
Paraguay - Iguacu 
Ve ne zuela - Caracas 
United States - Miami , Atlanta , Chicago 

Florida , Miami Beach 
Puerto Rico - San Juan 
Vi r gin I slands - Charlotte Amalie 

Mexico - Acapulco , Mexico City 
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Richard Gwinn Bowe 
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RICHARD GWINN BOWE 

Richard Gwinn Bowe is the o lder son of Wil l i a m J ohn Bowe 
and Mary Gwinn Bowe . He was bor n J u ne 22, 193 8 , i n Chicago. 
He attended the Latin School of Ch i cago 1 - 8 (1952); St . 
Thomas Military Academy, St . Paul , Minnesota (1952 - 1 56) ; 
Loyola University (1956 - '59) ; (1961 - 1 63) -- Pol i t ical 
Science and Sociology; Illinoi s Inst i tute of Techn ology 
(1958-' 59) Urban Sociology ; Loyola School of Law ( 1 963 -
164) . 

At St. Thomas he distinguished himself on the Swimming 
Team and especially on the Debating Team , taking part in 
frequent interschool debates. 

On various summer holidays he attended camps at Kitchigamink , 
Vt ., Eastford, Conn . , Notre Dame, Lawton, Mich . , and De 
La Salle on Lake Simco , Ontario . 

The summer of 1954 he worked in the office of the Compton 
Encyclopaedia . The summer of 1955 , a junior in high school , 
he went on a tour of Europe with the Students ' International 
Travel Association . The summer of 1956 h e wo r ked for 
Arthur Rubloff and Company . 

When he was 18 he enlisted in the Illinois National Guard 
serving from 1956- 1 64, when he was honorably discharged. 

That same year he was employed by Draper and Kramer then 
consultants to the Housing Division of the New York Life 
Insurance Company . This included promotion , advertising 
and office rental. 

From 1959- '61 he was employed by the McCormick Beatty 
Company as a licensed Real Estate Salesman in general 
commercial brokerage and promotion of large office 
buildings, also feasibility studies for town hou se 
construction in the Hyde Park Urban Renewal a r ea . 

Fr om 1963-• 67 he served as Human Relation s Officer 
in the Housing and Community Services Division of the 
Chicago Commission on Human Relations. 



156 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

156 

166

In 1963 he married Ann Louise Fauble, the only child of 
Maynard and Marie Fauble of Delta, Ohio . The twins, 
Anson Patrick and Alexandra Louise, were born in 1964. 
This marriage ended in divorce in 1968 . 

In 1957 he was summer Research Assistant for the Depart­
ment of City Planning working on field survers of 1300 
firms in the proposed Fort Dearborn Project and concen ­
trating on a field study and tabulation of amount and use 
of vacant land and Ne g ro occupancy . 

He joined the Model Cities Program of the City of Chicago 
in 1969, acting as an Assistant Director of the Uptown 
Area. 

Ann Fauble Bowe and the Twins 

Richard Gwinn Bowe 
Anson and Alexandra 1965 
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William John Bowe 
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WILLIAM JOHN BOWE , JR . 

William John Bowe, J r . , wa s born June 23, 1942, i n Chi c ago . 
Hi s par ent s were William John Bowe and Mary Gwinn Bowe . 
He gradua ted fr om the Latin School of Chicago i n 1960 , 
f r om Yale , A . B . in 1964 , and the Un i versity of Chicago Law 
Sc hool in 1967 . Following this he joined the lawfirm of 
Ross , Hardies , O' Keefe , Babcock , McDugald and Parsons for 
a year until his enlistment in the U. S . Army . Training 
at Fort Leonard Wood , Mo . and Fort Holabir d, Md ., he worked 
for the Counterintelligence Analysi s Division of the Office 
of Assistant Chief of Staf f for Int e lligence , Depar tment 
o f the Army . 

In high school he was voted best all-around athlete , was 
c a ptain of t h e basketball, football and baseball teams 
at various times and wa s President of his class both in 
1956 and 1960 . During vacations he did construction work 
for the Latin School, wo r ked fo r th e Milk Dr ivers ' Credit 
Union as bookkeeper and for the Department of Urban Renewal 
in connection with a survey for a Crosstown Expressway . 

As a freshman at col l ege he was a member of the Yale 
Fencing Team and for the final three years, he was the 
manager and later Director of Sales for the Yale Laundry . 

In the Army he did a study of espionage and sabotage threats 
to the Safeguard Anti - ballistic Missal System at Kwaja l ein 
Atollin the Ma rshall Islands . 
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awardt•d to 

f'or ii Sl lJH'l'illl' pt•rffll'Jllalll' t• OIi 

TH~~ \.\TIO\.\li \IERIT SfllOIJllSIIIP QL\tlFll\G TEST 1959-60 
We congratulate you anu urge you to continue your 
educational dcvelopml'nt through higher education . 

• , . _ NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP CORPORAT I ON •• #~ ~PR£510 CNT -.t.. l.t.._:~~~:~ t ~ 

ONr. 01· TIii' rl'Rrosr.s of the Na­
tional Merit Sch1llar-,hip Q ualifying Te,t 
i, to identify able and promi~ing ~tu­
dcnt~ throughout the country and to 

c.'ncourage them to continue their educa· 
tinn . This te~t was taken in the spring 
of 1959 by 550.000 ,tudcnts and was 
aumini~ll:red in 14.500 panicipating 
high ,chool!. in :iccordancc with stand­
;1rd instructiom a, attc,tcd by a n oflicial 
of the high ,chool. 

On the ha~i, nf your tc~t ~cores. )OU 

arc one o f 27.000 ~tudents "ho arc 
receiving thil.. letter of commendation. 
The~e :.tudents. together with the I 0.000 
).ludents who are finali~ts and will re-

tn~ tl ·Cf"l~ 

ceivc Cenificatcs of Merit. constitute 
le~, than three per cent of all secondary 
~chool <.enior,;. Although the NMSC 
uoc, not send this rccommcnd:ition 
directly to a college. a copy of this letter 
of commcnda1 ion may be ,cnt by you 
or your high -;chool principal to the 
admi ........ ion, onicc of the college to which 
you arc ~eeking admi~),ion. 

You have demonstrated superior 
ability and have brought credit to your­
,elf and to your ,chool. We sincerely 
hope that in the years ahead. you will 
accept your responsibility to develo p 
these abilities fully. 



161 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

161 

Yale '64 

University of Chicago Law School - 1967 
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For the Twins 

By W.J . B ., Jr . 

Once upon a time there was a handsome ant named Augustus . 
He lived under a small rock which made a comfortable home for 
himself and his twenty- five brothers and sisters. He and the 
older ones, Benjamin, Cornelius, Donald and Eddie , were a great 
help to their parents . 

One Tue s day Mother said , "Augustus, go over to Gr andmother' s 
house and help her get the corn in for the winter . I hear Farmer 
White spilled some corn meal on his lawn and there's a wonderful 
harvest. Take Freddy, Gerald, Henry and Ida with you ." 

So they started the long hike to 
nearly thirty yards away. They had a 
Mr . Badger who was cross and hungry. 
journey they arrived and for the rest 
and slept. 

Grandmother ' s house, 
close call when they met 
But after an hour ' s 
of the day they rested 

Next morning they were up at dawn , all carrying the corn 
meal to Grandmother's cellar . She was very pleased with them 
and said, "We shall all have a feast before you go home." 
So that night they had a big dinner; molasses in water, plenty 
of corn and 2 peeled grapes . 

Thurs day morning they all went hor.e with huge loads of 
corn for Mother . Jessie, Katie, Laura , Matthew and Nicholas 
were out waiting from them and rushed to tell the others 
they were coming. 

Augustus and his crew were exhausted and went to bed 
right away . Promptly at seven-thirty Oswald, Penelope, 
Quentin, Robert and Sally turned in . At eight their Mother 
finally got Teddy, Utley, Virginia and William to sleep . 
She always had a terrible time with the slow Xavier, Young 
and Zellfield who were always last . 
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