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N ECRO-Catholic relation> in (;hi,;ogo 
date back more than 150 r ears to thr 
time when Jean Bapliste Point DuSa

blc, a Catholic Negro, bttamc Chicago's fim 
permanent settler. Since that time there have 
bttn many changes. Ch1cas:o is now a mid
wcstem mctropoli.' with 3,600,000 inhabitants 
- ten percent of whom arc r\egroes. And t wo 
out of every five Chicagoans arc Catholics. 

Bccuusc Catholics make up such a la rge por· 
lion or the ritizcnry. their role in promoting bet• 
ter race relation~ is ircmcndously important. 
Twenty-five years ago such organizations a.' the 
Federated Colored Catholics flourished and the 
"Ntgro Church'' w25 not onl> a common mode 
of cxp l'CMion but often a polic). T oda), among 
C:uholics intcrc<ted in ratt rdation>, outlooL 
and pract ite arc aimed at intri:ration. AlJ. 
:-\egro Catholic o~anizatioos arc on the wane. 
Croupo> like the Federated Colored Catholio
ha' c ~h·cn ''""' to interracial ones like thr 

Thi> i. a recent d<=>·dopmcnt •... " Parishe 
along the pcrip~l)' of Bron=·ille and the t-v 
panding Negro community on the \\'est Sidi 
a.-.: interracial: SL Agatha, St. ~latthe"'• 1 
~lalach), St. J ames, Holy Angels, and Hoh 
Name Cathedral, to mention a few. There a n 
still JOme t rouble spots on t.hc edges or Bro nze· 
'ille. where tJ1cr.: is oppasition by JOme pricw 
nnd laymen to intcgration- cv<n though then 
is no di>crimination in wormip for any or Chi
ra1,o0's 30,000 Catholic Negroes. 

Tin: newest and, perhaps, from n lo ng range 
point or view, the most significant C11tholk ;.,. 
tcrracial activity is the Catholic I n tcrracial 
Council which has been set up with the ap
proval of Cardinal Samuel A. Stritch. Thr 
Countil i~ conc~ntrating iu cfforu on buildi°' J 
local unitJ in parishes throughout the city. To, 
date about a dozen such unil3 cxi.it in scattered 
Jtttions o1 Chicag9. \\'bile primarily in ai; 

orpniutional and educational 11agc, the Coun· 
cil hopes to ha"e enough affiliated units arounc 
the cit~· IO I.hat local problems Of housing, cdu· 
cation and cmplormcnt can be handled at thar 
Mmrr e by ~)'11lf>3t.hctic. unprejudiced people io
.icnd nl by "outsiders" or pr.:judlced pcnsons. 

The Catholic Interracial Council ;, com-
1l 1ittt•tl : 

···ru ~·t uJJ Mn cduc:itlon:a.I prog1 .. n1 10 tc~rh 

l \ •thollc-' lo rt,~ct 1M right.1 or r~c-1.,l mlnon11 
WfUMJ» 

... r., con1hwit .-..rial dis<riminat.11on "'hirrr,~r 11 nu.' ., .... 
·1 • • 'Ori. fo-- • c.<o*4)GK ~uati1r by •cunac 

f..Jl and Wlrntnn<d cmplo1-n1; f0< full aol-
1\Jlt•l dr'-Ylopmt'f't.. by .tC'Cunnc .-qu;al htatth. ed.,· 
, .. 1.on.al. a1td rtnit.ition.:tl r.aalith al'KI whc.littomr 
htllftf ,u1roundin~ (or ntt"tnbt"n nr all 1roup,:· 
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have given way to mtcrraciat ones fi l«'LJ1c 
Catholic Interracial Council. 

houu· surroundin~~ (or 111etnbt-rs Q.fifl groups. ' 

This change bas been noted by Horace Cay· 
ton and St. Clair Drake in their book, 8111.-l 
i\f ctropolu: "At the present time, Negroes arc 
allowed lo join tilt: nearest parish church and 
to send their child ren to the pa rochial •~huol. 

On up:tticmally t)w ml'mbcrship of the Co uncil 
is as Catholic as dw Church itself. Lawyer.. la· 
bor o fficial", aldermen, employers, teachers, rc:tl· 
tori:. manua I workers, and judges arc mc:ctin~ 
rc·.i:ularly and a rc: planning action together tc 
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make certain that in Chicago men and women 
will live, work, play, and pray at peace- regard· 
l~ <if race: or color. ~ugu•trne J. .Bowe is it• 
president. and j ohn Yancey, winner of the Hoc~ 
Catholic 1 n tcrrarial medal in 1944, is ,-u·c· 
prl'~idcnt. 

In Cathulic as wdl '" ci,·ic circles the work 
u! the Catholic Youth Organi1.a1ion ha.< been 
imporiant. The CYO's director general. Bishop 
Bernard J. Sheil. has taken a leading role, na
tionallr and locall)', in breaking down 1be bar
riers of seg-regation. The CYO's o ffice and pro
fe;sional staff is interracial ; i L~ activities, includ
ini: a residence for women, draw no color line 
~if any kind. The CYO's Sheil School 9f Social 
Studies regularlr has Negro teachers and ler
turcrs and conducts cla.~cs on racial problem>. 
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ticcs. Credit is also due lo tbe Society pl tbe 
Divine \ Vorel and 10 the Franciscan Fathers for 
their pioneering efforts in the Negro commun
itv. Today there arc scores of Catholic institu-, . 
tions which fifteen years ago discriminated 
against colored people but which now accept 
Negroes without question. 1'1any Catholic or
ganizations, like the Catholic Church Exlcn· 
sion Society, and Chicago Inter-Student Catho
lic Action have l'\cgrocs on their payrolls in 
various capacities. 'fbe job is not done, how
ever. There still are several Cathol.ic hospitals 
and schools that bar colored persons. 

The policy of the . head or the Catholic 
Church in Chicago is clear. In talking to com
munil)' lcai!ers recently, Cardinal Scritch, Arch· 
bishop (Sf Chicago. stated flatly that the Cathu-
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