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EDWARD
MARCINIAK,

s Editer of "Weark,"
published by tha Carholic
Labar Allsance,
What he says om Negro-
Catholic velations cames
Jrem Chicage

EGRO-Catholic relations in  Chicago
N date back more than 150 years to the
time when Jean Baptiste Point DuSa-
ble, a Catholic Negro, became Chicago's first
permanent settler. Since that time there have
been many E!ﬂngﬁ_ Chicago & now a mud-
western metropolis with 3,600,000 inhabitants
—ten percent of whom are Negroes. And two
out of every five Chicagoans are Catholics,
Because Catholics make up such a large por-
tion of the eitizenry, their role in promoting bet-
ter race relations is tremendously important.
Twenty-five years ago such organizations as the
Federated Colored Catholics flourished and the
“Negro Church” was not only a common mode
of expression but often a policy. Today, among
Catholics interested in race relations, outlook
and practice are aimed at integration. All-
Negro Catholic organizatons are on the wane.
Groups like the Federated Colored Catholics
have given way to interracial ones like the

This is a recemt development. . , " Panshe
along the periphery of Bronzeville and the ex-
panding Negro community on the West Side
are interracial : St. Agatha, St. Matthew, 5
Malachy, St. James, Holy Angels, and Hol
Name Cathedral, to mention a few, There an
still some trouble spots on the edges of Bronze
ville, where there is opposition by some priest
and laymen to integration—even though there
is no discrimination in worship for any of Chi-
cago’s 30,000 Catholic Negroes,

the city so that local .
cation and employment can be handled at ther
source by sympathetic, unprejudiced people in-
stead of by “outsiders” or prejudiced persons.

The Catholic Interracial Council is com-
mitted

“To st up an educational program to teach
Catholies to respect the rights of racial minority
wivups

“To combat racial discrimination wherever it mas
arr

“Te work for . . . cconomic cquality by securine
{ull and unresiricted cmployment ; for full cul-
tural development, by securing equal health, edu-
cational, and recreational facilities and whelesoms
home surroundings for members of all groups.™
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have given way to interracial ones like the
Catholic Interracial Council,

This change has been noted by Horace Cay-
ton and St. Clair Drake in their book, Black
Metropolis :
allowed to join the nearest parish church and
to send their children to the parochial school.

“At the present time, Negrqes arc

home surroundings for members of all groups.”

Uilllpdlll’)l’hllh the membership of the Councll
is as Catholic as the Church itsell. Lawyers, la
bor officials, aldermen, employers, teachers, real:
tors, manual workers, and judges are meetinc
regularly and are planning action together t«

N
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make certain that in Chicago men and women
will live, work, play, and pray at peace—regard-
less of race or color. Augustine ]. Bowe 1s its
president, and John Yancey, winner of the Hoe
Catholic Interracial mtdal in 1944, is vice-
president.

In Catholic as well as civic circles the work
vl the Catholic Youth Organization has been
important. The CYO's director general, Bishop
Bernard J. Sheil, has taken a leading role, na-
tionally and locally, in breaking down the bar-
riers of segregation. The CYO's office and pro-
fessional staff is interracial ; its activities, includ-
ing a residence for women, draw no color line
ol any kind. The CYO'’s Sheil School of Social
Studies regularly has Negro teachers and lec-
turers and conducts classes on racial problems.

tices. Credit is also due 1o the Society of the
Divine Word and to the Franciscan Fathers for
their pioneering efforts in the Negro commun-
ity. Today there are scores of Catholic institu-
tions which fifteen vears ago discriminated
against colored people but which now accept
Negroes without question. Many Catholic or-
ganizations, like the Catholic Church Exten-
sion Society, and Chicago Inter-Student Catho-
lic Action have Negroes on their payrolls in
various capacities. The job is not done, how-
ever. There still are several Catholic hospitals
and schools that bar colored persons.

The policy of the head of the Catholic
Church in Chicago is clear. In talking to com-
munity leaders recently, Cardinal Stritch, Arch-
bishop of Chicago, stated flatly that the Catho-
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