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Jemea E, Burns, Director o | _‘ )

_ Richard Bowe, Human Relations Officer _
_Hlousing and Commnity Servz.ces Division

‘Events Witnessed on Auguat 25 through Augast 29, In Lincoln and
Graat Parks.

[N

S.-".tm ~v. Anonst 2k ' : o
; .,_1 wa a.sss.mca offico duty from 5:00 2.le to Midnighte During that time I contacted
,.n"mcuor ficycrs abt the Lincoln ParXk Police Command Poste Hu.ciited, shortly alter
11100 Palle » that a crowd of approximately 500 in the park was disbursing without: -
8 ..nc..c.cnt and that only 3 or 4 arrests on minor charges had becen made t.;rougnout the

Tt 2350 2.... s .:‘. arrived at the south cnd of Lincoln Park, neor tic horse ring, whcra'
a coacert Ly the "Mugs" (a singing group) was in progress before,a crowd of c.ppro‘o.-:._.
mately z,c& » Only a token detail (~20) was in evidences 70 Youth Welfare :
‘Commicoion cas were on the scene with approximately fowr men wssigncde The crowd
~owas seated and o“c.crly, containing a large number of local spectatorse An cstimated | -
- 800 political zectivitiest had skdpped the concert to march down towite TWo nroblenms
"o;,.,c*'vcd ware == (YOUTH) intersp **eed azong the audience were nuders of a wite.
noruuiest gide youvh gang, the: "SJ....cm Cluy Boys,"chanting WeA=LeL~i~C~Z, A ;roup of
Capproxirately 30 Negro youth (probably from Cabrini Green), naibers of a nor Chwestern.
- I1linois motorcyle. club "The Outlaws,™ znd a few persons handing out ‘.oc‘..y Dible
«Institute tractee Youth Wolfare por.,oxmcl stated that thgy and a token police de uaa.l
.wiere on the sccae merely in case of a smell disagreement occurring saong any nabels
7 of wWazb was 2 varied and potentially volatile cro':d. (HARCOTICS) steff also witnessod

‘mt appe:aol wo b° a distribution of approximately 20 rcelcrse Commander Limsiy stated

that his instructions were to avoid arrests for osscuciible nzreotics viola.,icns, sinco

‘hc felb tha 1orts had been made W use punk, insense, and dwwry rcefers to poed sip :‘.‘*g{e' y
unvarrentad E.L""‘CatS. He stated that his orders were that narcoiics detectives in r,he o
serowd move only where they observed a large quantity of suspicious o '1&»91'181 bema
dlsv‘- ubad or ii‘ they observed salo transactions of such materiale

I "'eft ..h. eceacert and visited' the Polico Command Post in the Park Distriet ?ccreation',-~; ‘ /

- buiiding ox Liucoln Park Weste Commander Iynsiky was cordial, offering Cormiision -4 S
i .cr;rc..;..v“:.vc.. freo access to the Command dosk and radio ivotallatione Thnc police - .: ;’ -

WeDo eporating wwsy from their vaohiulos, oo the Lincoln Park radio act concisticd of "::: .’" h /
nilitary transn..ttera \mder ponce oontrol‘in ‘t.ho Comand Pos‘.'., and m.’zli.tary soad, :md
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h"":.d scis wstmbd.od to approxiz: ‘cm,,' onag nohcc.u:.n in czch squad of tcie The
- pasi vns divided into zones with a radio cquippad squad operzting in oach zenc
. :.:cctlJ wnder orders from the Commiand Poste The po.Lice WS a..:m" an couscrvetion v
‘ -po"u on the roof of a hO-atory aparuzent houoo in the 3.500 blockk of lorth Dearborn,
south of (.l 0 parie o
A I
“Ab opproxcioe “ﬂ\.c]:r 33L5 Dalle, a radlo messezo was received ciobing that a truck that o
‘[w.ﬂ.s cressing the ball ficld cnrouvtio o u‘xo concert, nad stounad and was otiracting _l .
2 crowde Within five minutes M10-19sY were rccoivede I jo_v.no" thres scuadirols of -
'_rcn_uor“*:c:.ts which. 1eft the Cox wrnd Poste  Staff questioncd Youth Welfaro Co"*'f's:.on
Lporconnel present, who otated that tho truck carrying arplifica n_.cn c-falmcnu, ard
“which had been deniod pormission tho provious doy oy the polico o loave the punls
‘+rocfs, had appoared on the scenc, and citracted 2 soell eéraxde Thon, o men vard cusly:
. desexilod by observers os a “wino" or "ju:x.ce head" wos tokicn into custody Ly oppro=
ximntely threo officerse A ennll proup of fronm mcn'c.J to thirdy persons raced after
tho officcrs and their prisoner, throwing rocks and in one case & shoee Taen the -
__crcvd of cver 2,000 attending the concurt moved in the weke of the incident rmroﬁ-‘,_. :
‘mab 200 yuric  west in the direction of a prisoner vane T police foridd a line
;aloas a v,_‘l_xc in the center of a derpession located between Stoclton Drive w d uhe
ball ficid, with the bulk of the crowd to their east, bub a subs ..Jr.i‘.l sl
(estinated ab 150 to 200) of porsons behird theme Tho ccnccr’c, vhich wes l.c_d 'm‘c,h -
‘o peralt and with uso of a power line to amplificrs sy n...:.c:'. ‘by the pork distxrict,
was whar cboandoneds Within a few minubtes the rood of the crevd becane placid, lezders
in tho crowd lad then in patriotic songs and later in Youd u.hl-at or.;h:.p." Q’.‘.:_:LL £roups.
within tho crowd 2 approached individual policenon who engaged each othcr'in .Lo-..\-:cey
plulo.,on..n.cul discussions about theiy respective rolese

i To the west of the police linec problems ‘occurred iirough the wrise use of a Qouaaiment'
of apprecinovely twelve Mihree wheclarse” They attesplod to make a sweep hrouch a
seronal includirg spectators with small ch:.ldren on an incline, the “csult was rmeh |
rdlling avouwsd witn little effcct in clearing the areae. Cn:.m Iasky w cserved
%0 have spolica to the Sargeant sboub thise Similar problems werc causod C., a }
: *wi_’:::.::_,u.x bus with Red Cross ,xar‘mk,s and Conneccticut liccnuse plates whdcen dached .
i Phoousy Whids crowde It was proceodcd by medical students in winito coats sewing -
‘UThere’s o badly injured man up ahcade¥ Ten minutes of checldng with the poiice and
‘the modical students failod to reveal the location of, or the cristence of eny -
- ~*‘u..l.u, » Chicl Iynsky requestod that the medical studcntu confine thely driving
to vile=nys, drivco, or public paridng lotse The group contimed to discbey tiieso .
_J_')..Lruc’c.ion the rest of the doye NLatd problen concearned a guily cdecorated booth
descrivad 25 a "medical facility™ with o sign "freak oube™ Chics Iynsky stated to its
_. OC(,L’)“'L"&S t*z-.t it was wouthorized and “eque.»ted that it bo removed from the parike '
. Tac booth wes picked up by several persons,carried away to a different location, vut ..
1y 1:.;,"5 orcer was disregardeds At this time on the police linc at the walk, alt‘qoz.gh :
ho siluution wos serens, I observad scveral police officers who had ramoved thelrt - &
~nane plobes and badrese I asked them vhy they had done so, and they stated that sncec.nos
aod teen ovarheard wrging demonstrators to seize policemen in the lines, by these 7.5
. app :c::.:;c.s, and p‘..ll then forward into the crowd. The offiee:" also stated that they -
jnm Jush receivad orders to replace badges, and then did c50e Staff then attended ¢ L
, BQWeS of s.cccnos ab tho south £icld house, which included. :!.mtmcu:.ons to the cudicaed”
L te venewve i eve beads" and tie baalt long haix with head bands Lest they bo coloed wwd '
piled fortinr ¢ into the polico lincs Another speoch drer a parallel botwecn Mrex suoad .
" eciions in Lincoln Pork after curfai® and the stratogic withdraral of certain rilit .ry i
© - feciiiticalron Ranoi wnder bombing. I dined with a Ue Se Justico Departucnt Coummid J
" Reluticns Ccrvice Intarn I met ot the "Rumor Cmtral“ brioi‘:.n\_,, and retumoa w ‘d‘xa .
: ".Cc:;n:.m o5t ahoruybaforo curi'esf houro e '
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- Chief Lynskey stated  was leaving the Comzand Post - form & poiice line -
. to.the east of Grant wonument, for a _sweep of the park. EKe asked i7 I would .-

'fobserve the créwd and report back. I did not imow the c*owds iocaticn, o
. I entered Lynskey's car to determine it by racio. I met M= . Tyler Jorr "noom
a representatxve of Military Intellizence who informed ce tﬂsv his oifice ;as'
covering the demonstrations, utlllzlno eight Lo twelve men in 2 man radio eqpibped'
. teams with at least 4 automobiles. he was moaltorlng the transmissions ¢f
i_tHls net, and snortly received a reportv thai approximately a thousand perscns
. were marcnlng cut of the park across laSalle Dr., dlocking traffic on Clark
i'street. f. I. was paying particular attention 1o the location and movements
of Mr. Allen Ginsburg and attempting ‘o identify his ccmpanion who was de= -
3scribed as wearing a red helmet with a "boycoit grapes" sticker. -

. Tne traffic on Clark street had backed up half & mile to a point cara.llel
. with the Police Cormand Post as a result of the march acrcss LaSalle Dre .
- Walking south along the median strip next to a line of stalled cers nelzway
..to LaSalle Dr., I encountered Allen Ginsburg and Mr. MBoycott Grapes"
‘-accompanied by several.others. I joined this group long enough to hear
... Mr. Ginsourg state "the thing's out of control, let's go over and have a :
beer". I left this group continued south to LaSalle Dr., where ir. Glrsburgs'.
assessment of the situation was verified. Approximately six “unured people
were willing in the street, running through traffic, and climbing over several -
safety 1slands. Three Police Officers, Lt. Skorsky, 18vh District, and 2

» patrolmen were on the scene attempting to direct traffic through the crowd.
i Lb. Skorsky stated that he radioed for assistance 15 minutes previously, but
had received no help. I asked if there was anything that I could dé znd he asked
me to dissuade a newspaper reporter with a flash attachment who was using it ;_
to blind him whenever he turned. Persons in the crowd had lighted a fire in a
trash container (the first instance of something which became qpiwe corzaon ),
after several minutes this fire was pushed into the sireets, further counl.caxmn'
+the traffic situation. I removed it and was subjected o0 some cat ca;ls. I
© noticed that perhaps as much as 20% of this crovd including some of its most
. vocal members were wearing press credentials. It formed an integral part of
‘a mob and was clearly an unlawful assembly.

he first efforts at sweeping some of the crowd from the west edge of tne park’
. were undertaken by the unit of 3 wheelers and some detectives of the Inte;llgence
_ D1v1510n., These efforts were largely unsuceessful. Soon approximately four »
'g hundred police formed a line, moved slowly across the park and into view behind
..Yhe loud speaker car vhich broadcast a prepared statement warning persons of the
Park Ordinance, and ordering them to leave the area. This line stopped and
-formed on the east side of Stockton Drive behind a line of parkeq automobiles.
"A crowd of approximately 800 persons with a heavy percentage of press, faced ~
"them across Stockton Dr. Objects were thrown across this drive at the police,
.and cries of "pig" and " Hell no, we won't go" were drowned out by more
insistant cries of "m f ", This seemed 1o be used as a deliberate
‘tectic to proclude audio portions of events leading to a c¢lash from being
‘broadcast or printed. The police moved across Stockton Dr., the crovd broae,
.. police disbursed those persons attempting to hold thelr position, straggling or.

. tripping,with clubse The police reformed at the edge of the park. At thie i
point nnother 00lid formation of police (approximately 100) meved newth on .
Clark st. Approximately ten minutes of lsolated rock throwing and clubbing ... o
:olléWad. several individuals wers chosed onto the steps of bulldings and beaten .5
- by police. I left the scene but learned of a movement by €00 persons south ap Vot
SR _',*“~Mzcnigan by way of Daarborn st., (with window smashing) to the bridge, whil

SR ?? o enjoying & post disturbance solt drink with Jeff Kamon WCFL News at the Billy
R A Goa& Inn Bo indicctod &t that tima ho telb th&t the,police actiansﬁh had "




4. witnessed had been lar—ly Justified, and that ¥atioma ress hed arrived on’” .

.+ the sceae with procont .ved notions abott the situation which he felt were .
~wnfalr to the city. - . - - . S | oo
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Mondav., Aurust 24 » : )
Handbillis nad been-diz  ‘buted in the park indicating t. .4 thed evenings
“"tactics would be to move about the near Northside between Lincoln Park ead
% Grant Park in sm2ll groups, marching and countermarching o cause coanfusion
‘“+ and disarray among the police. Notning serious occurred durlng vnis early .
- evening period, the police had obvious difficulties tracking ihe small o.oups,“
but because of radio communication, trey were under better control tran <he :
. marchers. I returned to the park f*on the near Northside by dus with Mr. ”yier"
~ Johnson o%oruly after 11 P.M., his radio reported & crowd of between 2t0 2
;‘thousand forming in the park, the messzge indicated an intent to resist
" police attempts to enforce the park ordinance. West of the south fieldhouse
‘rwere isolated groups of the "Flower Child™ element warming themselves oy :
‘ﬁ;bu*ninv irash cans. Between the horse ing and South fieldhouse, to %the easu'
.. of this area however, we observed a large crowd (2,000 +). Some persons wewye
seated on some tyme of platform, waving flags, our intention was Lo move
. through ihis crowd toward the Grant Nonument where we expected the police to
. be forming. At the front of the crowd we determined that a snow fence and
~ then a series of other obstacles including trash cans, picnics tables wa
» forming a barricade approximately 300 feet long. Behind this were massea over
- 2,000 persons. Ve moved west behind the barr‘ca“e until we came even with the -
' flags wnere we {found a gap. We passed through and avoiding an occassionzl .ock
. or bottle, preceded to Grant Yonument where police were moving into positions .
Q,App*oxlma»ely €00 = 900 police then gradually formed ranks and moved into a. -
" semicircle, facing the barricade at the foot of Grant Monument, out of the
" range of thrown oogecbs. As they formed an occassional mlssle and a steady
stream of obscenities emxnated from the barricade. :

" At approximately 12:15, the police loudspeaker car moved up giving the standard |

2 warning, it was followed within a few minutes by a stuad car which drove at the

: center of the barricade ramming it, and evidently dam.glnglv at the locavion

' where the flags were being waved. Persons on the barricade Jumped down swarming

». over tne car and obscured it from view for some moments. This incident had a-

. dangerous effect on the pollce ranks. They began to strain forward with cries of
Ythose are our guys, there are three men in that car, let's help thex®, T#H.S

- indicated to Chief Lynskey that restraint of the police mlcht become a pr oblem,

- he stated that it was for this reason he then ordered a rush by sixty Taszk o

_Force Patrolmen equipped with gas masks and tear gas grenade launchers against’

~ the darricade. Just before this rush, the squad car pulled clear, it's rear

. window smashed, lights kicked out, but the occupants apparantly unharmed.

--Three vo four tear gas grenades and an equal number of smoke for marking purposes

swere fired into the eastern side of the barricade. This plus the rush of the
-sixty men caused the crowd of over 2 thousand to abandon the barricaae and rush

across thne par& in disorder. .

'Only 2 versons were taken into custody in the vicinity of the barricede. I oosa'ved
La c;er;yman lying unconscious who had evidently been clubbed. A man near him .
wearing a make=shift red cross jacket, stated to police that they had beaten
“"our Chaplin®. tWhile being carried to ihe squadrol the clergynan regalned
" consciousness bubt said nothing. Both men had been arrested. Later discussions -
with another North Side Cooperative Ministry (NeS.C.M.) member revealed that ., %
“{thelr evenings stragegy had been "o attempt to give witness by interposing owr .
_bodies Betweon those of the demonstrators and the oclubs of the policel. He '
then stated that he. felt this to lave been an unsatisfactory tactic.. Police
—.control was hincered by holding an extended line foruau101, and lack of gas masks
- (”as& Force on.y) they took approxzmately 30 mlnuxes to oo ha por&. ‘

Cther e,a.s explosions, an occassional aight of moving police ind*cated ano.her
;Task Force de.ail ® qparter aile wbst in thc vicznity of LaSallo drive haQ ”;=



. clashed with persons fleoeing the barracade. This
the main policc forratl a1 reached Stocitton Dr.

~the parking lot of persons who seemed L0 de eltne
"the influence of drugs or tear gus. No police ziscenduct w sex
connection with these arrestss Cn leavu § Yhe vicinity in ir. Jdonhnscnst
the M. I. netl reported that the crowd had followed a line of LaSzlle Dr
to Zugenie and south on VWells being driven south on Wells {rom North Avee,
" by police and being pushed in the direction of police vans ab Wells and .
D:.v;aion where a mmber of additional arrests ware: made. L
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LR v vigitcd tho Police Comward Post at appr oximutely 8 P.}K,, therc were

" roports of a "lO-1" at ““Salle and Division and calls £ rcinforccucnts by a
;I polico detail at the Ciuck & Shubert C.T.A. bus garage, which was belng p‘cbetcd»«
% by a cozbination of concerncd transit workers and por onc frea the parit, I -
visited the garage site whore.a large but orderly group of 700 - &C0 perzons
“weroe marching. Occasionally passing Clark Street buses were °ub ccted to cat
~calls, but the mocd of most pickets was genial. Police had arrested a walte - .
" driver shortly before I arrived who had attempted to cnter ihe garage h;c. moving
- his bus, through the picket line in a dangerous fashion. The Clark Sir uses
“wore then rerouted., Dick Elred was on the scene as was Mr. Willien Echeuzic. ¥
- Bob Lucas of Chicago Core was tho only demonstrator femiliar to me. Elrod stated

- that President of the Young Socialist League was also in the crowd. Stat? observed
~ whites from the Lincoln Park contingent attezpting to alter the tone of the dezon=-
- stration by introducing anti-Daley chants and a more strident tone, There seczed -
" 1o be an attexpt by the Lincoln Park group to involve the transit workers in the
‘“Convention waek festivities.,

'?I obsorved then and later that this did not seem to have happened. The transit WOl
" kers seecmed pleased to have additional pickers, but to the command post with Mrs.
> Elrod and McKenzie where we wore informed that the "l0O-1" at LaSalle and Division'
_had consisted of a large estimated a thousand crowd of Hippies who started North |
. from Division up the middle of LaSalle Street toward tho park clizbinz over roofs
of stalled cars, and creating what was described as a bedlam befors joining the
crowd in the park. During the early evening I had met with a mexbar of the Horth=
side Cooporative Ministry (NSCM) who stated that a group of Lincoln Park clerzymen
would be participating in the park post closing exercises. He said he felt that
the groups tactics of the night before had not been sucessful and would be moaif;ed,
< but did not offer details, At the coxmand post at approximatoly 10:00 p.m. I was
'aporogched by representative of the U.S. Attorney's Office hers in Chicazo who _
" inquired about the sincerity and leadership potential of NSCM members Wao were re=-
" ported to have gathered in the midst of the crowd near the south fieldrouse under: ',
- a large woodan cross. I replied.that I felt that the NSCH members were sincere, but
. perhaps, also atiracted by publicity. I stated that they hzd no control over vhe T
actions of the crowd but were merely engaged in Missionary Work among the young
people. I accompanied two U. S. Attorneys to the cross where they requssted t“e
NSCM mexbers to attempt to lead "their flock" froa the park. A minister steoted
that they had no control over the crowd, but considered their symbolic pr eseﬁce.
% important as a matter of personal conscience. During this pericd speeches were-
- nade over bullhorns by spokesmen for various factions. One speaker urged that
the park be cleared as resistance to the earlier police sweeps had proved point-.
- less, There was some concern expressed in the crowd that if the cross,

* approximately 10 feet high were to topple backwards into the secated crowd, POTSOnS -
.would bs hurt, and the crowd rearranged itself to prepare for that eventuality. ..
.The U.S. Attorneys and I joined the police on Grants Monument. That evening a
police lieutenant had been assigned as press laison, a large nuuber of the press - :
had gathered behind the police lines. Approximately 500-600 police formed up .
in the same position as the previous night. Facing instead of the barricade and
‘flags, a seated crowd under a large cross (the language howerer, was as deliberately
‘foul as on the previous two occassions). _

‘Police cozmanders on the scene explained that the use of gas was planned to disburse
" the seated members of the crowd, only to disburse the secated members of the crowd -
«. witout physical contact. Two fire department light trucks and one Departmcnt or‘~
! ‘Sanitation duap truck carrying 3 policeman with a tear gas launchexr aoved _nto.l
. ‘position in front of the line, after the standaridwoﬁnin°i2y the apaakar Sgri# :
'J al ¢ as and smoke gzrenddes were fired and the ce moved forwas N
v ::::rtréi;?:ng under tlluligitibn. The orowd immedlately abondonsd tho °”?2’ aadhwx 
L ran‘waat towards the odzo o: tho park.‘ an youns man.who had soated h.m.o¢‘ in ,




“a trec above tho cross becane envelopcd in the tear gas- waw rexcved frex the

tree by the police and ikon into custedy. I moved ac. s the ,m“”: obeling t‘:.e
police linos wilh severdal Corporaticn Counsels and members o the press. Tne

" only incident in the park were a few tears caused by zovingz throush concen vrauions

- of gas. At Clark street where the elements of the crowd had reforzed there was scze’
- rock throwing and shouting took place. The police moved across Clari and up Iincoln’
* ‘Ave., to a point near Ogden. ' SRR AN

*m

On Clark st., nd up Lincoln ave, the police were orderly, dbut Lhere were
.- attempts by the crowd to regroup on the Triangular park recently conveyed by the
" city, nissles were thrown from high floors in the Lincoln Holel, where soie '
menbers of the crowd resided, it was reportved Ifrs. Ginsburg and Genet had soughti'_’
rofuge from gas, in the lobby, The Corpora.tion Counsel were vory much in
‘-~ evidence, the police moved a few blocks into the neighborhood passing several .
v, cars in Lincoln ave. which had been jacknifed into the street in an attezpt
""to barricade it.

I was droppod in Grant Park at approximately 1:00 P.M. by ay Cco=unity Relations
.7 8ervice friend and observed that the crowd there nad swelled and included the
- more agressive political elements present in Lincoln Park the night befora. :: I
" remained in the area until it became clear that Grant Park would nod te :

_Adisturbed, and the \ational Gua.rd replaced the police in. front of tha ho.el
Hilton.
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Tl weanosday, Aueust 28, " , ’ PERAL I
- Word reached the offica that trouble had broXen out dv™ 1z a rally at
»-shell in Grant Park. 5:30 p.a., I found the crowd ..om the bard
. formed into a lino which had been stopped and cut -into threc segaent , the lo="|
... cation of tho line was on Coluubus Dr., north and west of the band sicll. A~ °
¥ police detail occupied a position at the south edge of the crowd on Coluzbus, -
'.. Another police lino was inserted across Columbus dr., a position halifway be- i
.. :tween the first detail and Balboa dr. The lino of demonstrators comtinued fram -
%: this point up Colunbus to Balboa, ‘Balboa was occupied by 2 to 3 cozpanies of th
¢ I1linois National Guard, spread into the park north and west of Coluzbus Ir. e
- North of the National Guard line, facing north on Balboa was another crowd o2 © ..
.-several hundred. The mood of the demonsirators behind the police iine to the
~south was quiet and orderly. North of the National Guard line a smaller group
-was being addressed by using bullhorns. - These speakers firsi occupied theuselves
with pleas to the troops based on similarity in age, and supposedly similaw %'
. feelings about opposition to the war. The affect of these speaches on the
-guardsmon was humurous, because the speakers by the use of prepared remaris -
indicated that they had no idea they were addressing National Guardsmen rather.
 than mezbers of the regular army. The speaker who stated that he did not want:
. to speak with "lifers" or field grade officers but just you "draftees", seemed
“nonplussed when several guardsmen laughed. B
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“ For approximately 40 minutes, speeches went on, individual younger National 5
.. Guardszmen were singled out by girls in the crowd who stared at thea winsozely
" and occasionally asking them for their rifles. The situation changed when an
- unidentified speaker stated that the present situation was a trap, and that it -
v.would be foolish for members of the crowd to be beaten in the east portlon o2 th
. park when another alternative was open.' To p-raphrase the alternative,‘the only
-thing important to the system and this city is money, the money is in the loop,
“ if you're going to be beaten strike back, make them pay. Move into the loop -
in s groups, smash things, fight them on our terms, not here in the park on
‘theirs.” Shortly after the speaker finished, the crowd north of the National , .
Guard line at Balboa began to disburse moving north and west across an athletic .
field and starting to parallel the Illinois Central cut. A police lisutenant had.
.. stated to me earlier that as long as the demonsirators remzined oxderly they -
* would be allowed to leave in smsll groups. They would be encouraged to move -
north in the park, hopefully out of it, and back to Lincoln parik. Following -
the group along the I1linois Central line, it became apparant that the crowd was.
moving toward pedestrian bridges over the I1linois Central, hoping to reaca
Michigan Ave., rather than moving to the north. It seemed from my position
among the first of the people to leave the police and National Guard lines that
‘the disbursal was continuing under the previous plan. Token police and National:
Guard details were occupying the pedestrian bridge at Balboa and the two bridges
at Congress Plaza. - : R B

At Balboa there were approximately 15 police patrolmen under the command of
‘Lt. Lappl presently assigned to the 12th District, formerly of the Intelligence .~ -
‘Division. My estimate of the crowds intentions the number of persons now moving
_parallel to the east side of the I, C right of way had swelled greatly.. Lt. Lappl-
. concurred, used his radio to report the situation and call for reinforcements, - °
: I then Joined approximately 1 plat;gn of the ﬁ:tion;% Ggirdgmen which wzz: screening
- 1grods Plaza erossing. o Guardemen wore e -
riggggvgizfdzg %;P:ngih:h:rgagzzzn turning, nnlniﬁg vod and blaole Llugo %ad appoared,,
‘i'4n elear evidence of an intention on the part of several hundred people to brush .
. past the National Guard at Congress St., was evidenl. As this crowd moved forward .-
" a tear gas projector was utilized. The wind was quite light and off the lake, L
“4he dispenser and an object a device sinilaxr in appearance ta a flame thrower-coul@:yfs
‘project the gas cloud forward only 30 to 4O fect, it atill blow back across the . -
" bridge and on to Michigan causing dlscomfort to Guardsmea wio's maslks lealkoed and . y

/. causing me to remove myself., I returned to the soono on Michigan Ave., learning |
" that tho crowd had Linally moved acrosas the I.C tracks at Jackson and massod noxth-.
Ofthﬁ mton. o T e
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Durinv this period thoe cromd on Michigan avenue hzd attgzoted to march to the
‘s Amplyhcat‘o, starting ¢ th on Michigan and had oeun ¢ Jed., Thne crovd was mnch'
- 'a largor than any I had oreviously experlenced. Estimates of the nider 5?09&317
* better obtained froam photographs taken from upper stories of the Hilton. The )
National Guard Battalion which had been operating in the park was not in ev¢~ence,'q

a relatively small number of police officers in addition to those ususlly mzssed ins
~ front of the Conrad Hilton were in evidence. A crowd of several thousand cccupied:
~ tho park across Irom the hotel, the strip of park to the norih o? that,acr sg v
" Balboa and the sidewalk in front of the Blackstone Eotel on tho west sicde of
.. Michigan, and massed there well north of the first block. North of 22lboa on
.. Michigan, a detail of fifteen Task Force Officers under a Sargeznt were attemptihg
' to keep Michigan clear of the crowd, at least at the south end of the biock.

*. There were upwards of 4 hundred persons on either side of the sireei and as the
. 15 poldcemen moved back ard forth in small groups they began to be Lawnsed end 7.
. defied. At this time I decided to enter an unmarked ilitary Inue;*-gence car, *
-~occupled by special agent Bill Robinson, Negro, who was parked double next to
... 3 abandoned police vehicles on the west side of the street across from the IBX
i, building. Shortly thereafter the Task Force detail in the block withdrew behind.

. the police lines at Balboa, and appraxdimately ten "organizors" moved from the -
. crowd on the sidelines into the street, A1l wore a piece of black cloth tied
~-around the sleeve armband fashion, They crouched moving in a shuffling gait and.
. turning from side to side in a manner reminiscent of cheerleaders. They were -
- chanting "Into the street brothers! The streets belong to the people, Ve zre the
;-people! The sireets belong to us if we take them!.join us". Several thousand
- persons quickly filled the vaccum on Michigan in this block effectively sedling ™.
- our car off. A few minutes later, Mr. William McKenzie Registrar of Citizens .
" Camplaints was observed moving through the crowd, I suggested thait he join us, he
~did. We remained in the car in that position for approximately an hour hoyzng
. ample opportunity to observe the mood and behavior of the crowd.

. It was interesting to note that the majority of the crowd seemed caught up in the
. excitement of the moment but to have a rather low boiling point. Tas Netional *3
. Guard was not in evidence, and the bulk of the police had withdrawn on “Wabash
~ southwest of the Conrad Hilton. Police merely were holding a line at Bzlboa.
.. Dehind the rear and center of the crowd young men wearing black arm bands moved .
-7 in attempts to change the mood of the crowd. They did this with growing success’
: over a period of approximately 40 minutes. From our location a strong sense of -
-anarchy was reinforced by the sight of one demonstrator who had stripped %o
Jockey shorts, painted his body with slogans and danced in the middle of the
street. 1 was able to discourage several persons in the crowd from damaging i
- the police vehicle next to us, by tapping them on the bacK as they leaned in the
. car's window and played with its radio. As the mood of the crowd changed, urash;

baskets were rolled in front of our vehicle, and an ocassional person noticing =«
‘us leaned against the window to make threats. Mr. Robinson, seated on the other;
side of the car however, was hailed as a "Soul Brother®, by several whites in -
black arm bands who were unaware of his role, Several members of the crowd were:
observed iying knote in the small radio aerial on the rear deck of the squad
opposite us, Persons began to hammer on the abandoned police venicles, and one
threw a trash basket down on it which bounced against owr car. Later, other
-police squads parked behind us were observed to have had their windows smashed
N dwrdng thide perded. ;

™ The tops of the Poor Peoples Mule Wagons could be observed by the Hilton over the
' heads of the crosd. Several small trash fires were lighted in the street, the = .
. M. I. radio began to report the movement of a batallion of National Guard north om..
- Michigan from lith street, Within ten minules two lines ol policemen preceding o7 LT
- .the National Guard moved forward into our block, pushing the crowd benind ng,“;gﬁi;g
‘‘and Mr. Robinson was able to move his car to a position in front of the Hilton. . ..




,crowd of approx}imately 1500 persons. Several hundred other persons were in

;'thg' park.  Members of the ‘crowd were moistenin‘g handerchiefs (for tear gas in the

::pool); I noticed 3 to 4 men in the crowd who had brought large dogs.

In each case

’?ight hé.nd. We engaged one such ge.ntIeman'(middl,e: age, apparently a local ‘: N

resident) in conversation. He observed that the gathering in the park that a.flf..e_:f";

‘noon ~= meant 'these kids have been sucked into a'poli'ce trap. I thank the

.irgsistance; The way to deal with a squa.d car is to walk up ca Sua.lly and drép 3t
,; Molotov Cocktail inside." . He then observed "thzs country is, Just steps away from

'the ovens, but we are not going to stand still and let it happen. ' We sa.zd good-hye

-'x.

‘chhxga.n Avenue and negotxattons -apparencly pertammg to a march route for the

.}. ‘,“.' ;




féa‘st' side of Michigan:Av.enue in the vicinity of Illinois Central station. The‘f;

'

'g'roup was led by approximately 20 dele_gatesv to the Democratic Convention._-;

';drg‘a.t ;stress ‘wa.s.blaid on ;géttingvthem at the front of 'the line.' On.e such delédaﬁ{e
}vas'..b,ein.g. pushed in a wheel ;ha.ii. 'Another ‘gentleman was bent .am;)st double |
‘walking with the aid of a IAr'ge b.cane. Also at the' hea.d of the lme were .'
' The .
_:__march down Michiga‘m:A\_‘(fnue\ was orderly. T}-x.e line st;gtchgd’ for sevevra.l‘
“ti'.'b;locks and seemed to include upwards of_Z_OOd jze.r‘sfonAs; A_S#ttalli‘on ‘o_£'1315t':.vtv

‘:In_fant'ry I. L.L.N.G. formed a.'screen beside them in the s.treet.' BeYohd the'i"”

;press cars a.nd 3 to 400 members' of the "World Press.v'" ,;The"situa.tion'was' com'e

*
)

guafcis and a task force detachment and two prisoner vans.’ From conversations.with

cedmg the arrests. Na.txonal gua.rcl general stated that the group could move to




for the police to take the entn'e group into custody.

-

'.' l)"‘

" 'to take the friends that he had with him to his home on 5v5_th‘ Strelet.' _' B.ull'hoz;ns'"" "

.:-.mo've‘d{acro_ss 18th street and Were taken'."m.to custody.
those arrested, or miscond.uct:by officers ebsenved.

refna.u#ng the crowd made statements to the “effect.tha.t it would be uﬂpossibieli:
b"Fro‘r_n my 'positior-x..lat the ‘d_‘eor‘_;
g of one of the vans parked ea'st on 18th"street the line of'-mba.rcl;xi}wasxeb.scured.b.yi the
co-rner of the b\nldmg. Na‘uonal guard began to take persons at the head of the 11;1e
mto custody, .marchmg them to the van. where :they were turned over te the pohce\

" Dick Elrod and Mr. 1Ma.cK'enzie‘wer.e prese'nt.
as "Mr. Sunshme" complamed of bemg momenta.rﬂy reheved o£ hzs va.hse. ‘ Thzs_

.begame mereasmgly ag;tated. One man being teken mto e\;stody arnved a.t thc

There was no resistance by

Lea.ders with bull horns 'Wer_,e

1 w;tne s sed a,ppr oxunately :




At this point a su'rge against the x}ational gua_rd' line north of 18th street occufr'ed

- S . . 4 .

._.'I‘hé‘ national guard responded with tear gas projectors and the crowd _disbu:s’e'di:'
!:‘ns'rtﬁwérd to Grant Park. - | - e T L B

. “Hilburn, MacKenzie and I followed. Some gas was released in Grant Park’’

'a;heéd of us but upon réa’ching'the Hilton the situation seemed to._h'ave stabilized.
I left the area of the Hilton shortly after 1 AM . The last ‘incidéxf'itl:.
was police. saying "'some one had t_hzl-own_*'a;n" a_sh 'tr_ay'-f:q'm _on'e__' of the upper f;£'10'o‘_,zjs.’. :
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'"'Jim Burns

VFrom. San llilburn

fRo: Observation of Demonstratxons Thursday, August 29, 1968 i<m
”~I.- Incidents observed | |

. I arrlvod at the demonstrator's assembly area at approxi-’
“mately §:45 P.M. The crowd was gathering at Grant Park at the..
 General Eogan statue. At this time it appeared to consist of<*'f
about 1500 people, a sizable number of these were well-dresscd .
.men and women, middleaged as well as young people, coatainment 7
of the crowd was entlrely by National Guardsmen at the oer*nete“
of Michigan Avenue. ' The crowd was orderly, during those events:
the lecadership, included a large number of chtoes. Until
shortly after 7:00 P.M. the crowd was addresscd by speakers;
continued to grow; and the intention was announced to march
south to Dick Gregory's residence in the areca of S5lst Street.
Shortly. erter 7:00 the crowd was permitted to move, three or
four abreast, keeping to the sxdewalks,'souoh on Michigan. The:
street was crowded with press and other vehicles; spectators
spilled over the sidewalks opposite the domonsorato;s. Filcs,
- of guardsmen closed demonstrators onto the sidewalk. The de-
monstrators. were quiet and orderly; the marshalls of the group
apparently deﬁandlng strict order. :

1t

: At 18th Street the demonstrators were stopped. Michigan
was blocked by armored personnel carrier and large numbers of
' Guardsmen. Another 40-50 minutes were spent in attempts of the
s CGeénonstrators to negotiate further passage. The crowd became
‘increasingly restless. An "arrest situation' was announced by’
the leaders and the confroatation continued for another thirty
-minutes. Police were entirely in.the background. As arrests
‘procecced I was able to reach the police vans. The entire funce
-tion of the police was to placo those arrested in the vans. - I’
saw one injured person placed in a van, but what violence oc-.
‘curred scemed to have been entirely between guardsmen and de-
‘monstrators., Spectators.were backed away by guardsmen; tear -
“gas quickly dispersed the crowd north.on Michigan. "I returred'
to the Grant Park area. The guardsmen were emoloyxng gas in :
_this area, By 11:30 P.M. when I left, Guardsmen wore aghzn'
icon;roll;ng the perimeter of Grant Park.. The crowd was noxay
“and had increased to.several thousand.wﬂMq

II._ Evaluat;on.v,jf;f;"' f{?ifﬁfﬁ-

~ On this ovoning, the polico were vory much in tho background-
~violent confrontation was "1 nzted and” speqta.o s wero largoly uy-».
gznvolved.‘,:_ L ” e Lt e e '

‘. : ‘ . -:,

. From ny limioed view of tho events of a szngle cvcuzng, it :
,soemod probablo that tho domonstrators would havo romaxned 1arnely:




 =—=-Mace vs. Clubs I witnessed very svaring use of mace (apparently in 1*ne
¥ with the April riot study reco7m°ndau*ons) Where used reports of its use in
'..confined areas predominated. ‘he naturé of the oogectlons to mace clearly sug-.
gest that any possible adverse effects would be compounded in & confined space '
.and lessened in the open air. In the open increased use of mace might have re~
”duced the need for overreliance on clubs. In a closed space the club, used as -
~a prod, rather than swung, is a suverior police tool to mace (closed spaces are7'
i - 1nter10rs of private automobiles and prisoner vans). -

j:-—;-Avenues of Escape It is an maxim of crowd control that a mob should never .
“ be boxed in. This was observed in- every instance.  However in my opinion, both-
»in Lincoln and in Grant Park the avenue of excape provided lay in the wrong di=--
’frection. Specifically crowds were driven out of Lincoln Park with ensueing :
. window-breaking on Vells Street and were allowed to leak out of the eastern

.-section of Grant Park with great danger to the central business district. Once
+'the park closing ordinance was violated the crowd could have been warncd to leave:
then pushed into open areas of the park where they could have been taken into
L custody under illumination or broken up and forced to disperse through the darke-
* ened northern portion. In Grant Park, if all the bridges across the Illinois.”
.- Central right-of-way had been secured and north Lake Shore Drive lelt opcn the
“~crowd could have been allowed a choice of movement back to Lincoln Park via thef-
:* beach or to filter slowly across the I. C bridges in small groups.

~--—Badges and Name Plates Some officers were observed to have removed these:
‘against orders and without necessity. Where witnessed, it seemed to be promotly
corrected and I'm not aware of any large scale removal of these items during
subsequent events.While news stories made this charge, I have not seen it born
out in the accompanylng photographs.

.=-—-Motorcycles Three-wheeled motorcycles used in Lincoln Park caused compli=-
‘cations on Sunday. Their movement without instructions from superiors tended
- to endanger persons in’ the crowd without being able to control it effectively.
- Sgts. assmgned to such details should not confuse themselves with the US. Cavalry

-—===Flags I understand that city ordinances governing the use of generally offen—
‘'sive banners or symbols have existed since problems with the Bund in the 1930s.

“Relevent ordinances should be reviewed and a clear cut policy on the use of flags‘
. (Req, Vlet—vong, or "the black flag of anarchy") should be formulated. The use of -
;these flags in current demonstrations seems to create important psychological ef- -
“fects both on demonstrators and law enforcement officials. Their use, cowblnedA~
.with violations of city ordinances, the defiling of a large public monument and
'~ during periods of delay prior to confrontations is extremely dangerous.

S

| =——Bullhorns While law enforcement agencies had a clear spperiority in communie .
‘cations equipment over d1$51dents,orofe031onal organizers in the crowds obtained
“"local superiority through the use of voice amplification equipment. This, com=

bined with the presence of electronic news media, gave agitators a psychological
“‘advantage in several instances... Since often this represents the only victory ex
‘. pected by agitators, the police or possibly the corporation counsel's office " .~
“'should be vrepared and equipped to make announcements relating to the city ad--;jj
“! ministration's ofticial stanoo and 4ite 10351 justitio;tion prior to confronta— R
e slens, :

-—-Care and Feeding The basic 12-hour police tour was often extended and the L
‘men were sometimes neither released to buy a meal nor fed in the open. The absence
. of the Salvation Army coffee and doughnut‘ﬁan which usually serves an important ,"“
‘.purpose was noted and the size of the police detail involved mage alternategﬁro—'
visions necess in any event. Rudimentary attempts to_feed the police might -
'haye contrxbutzgyao their morale and behavior. Early release of indivicual’ of="
ey et ase af strain might have precluded unfértunate incidents.‘~ -

st s



This type of disorder is largely political in nature, therefore the

‘- Commission's role is a limited one. However, since the racial situa-

., tion in the city can be considered tense and since efforts will be E
;~made to establish linkages between the white New Left, black extiremists .
"+ and inhabitants of volatile areas, limited surveillance by Commission .
.. staff is clearly'warranted Sneclflcally over tnis 5-day veriod thera

;' was an increase in the racial overtones starting Tuesday when visiting

~ 'Black Panther leaders, Cleaver and Seale, arrived (Cleaver was an ac- -
~eredited renresentatlme for 'Ramparts Magazine), and attempts were made
by Yobe to involve the Concerned Transit Wbr&ers. On Thursday Dick B
- Gregory, ignoring his earlier statemsent that he would lead ro deﬂons~ra-.~
. tion during the convention because he considered the city a ucﬁderaox,
‘played a leading role in what secemed to be less an attempt to march to
the Amphitheatre than an opnortunity to wander aimlessly among the =
-C.H.A. projects on the South Side. Of approximately 1500 law enforce=-

- . ment nersonnel assigned only Dick Elrod, several Task Force officers

“rand I were familiar with Gregory's earlier march tactics., Certainly

.. General Dunn, who conducted the negotiations prior to the arrest, was

not. The racial aspects of the recent disorders were merely 1nterest1ng
.but could have become of major importance. For this reason I suggest . |
‘that large scale political protests have sufficient staff assigned to :

then to permit accurate:and conprehensive surveillance. Staff assigned -

,should be provxded with munimal identification and communlcatlons equlp-
lment L N R




